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CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY IS A DEPARTMENT OF CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL.

Mission statement: To achieve our vision through quality service delivery in the spirit of partnership.

“Libraries store the energy that fuels the imagination. They open up windows to the world and inspire us to 
explore and achieve, and contribute to improving our quality of life. Libraries change lives for the better.” 

― Sidney Sheldon 

CHILDREN’S BOOK FESTIVAL 2015

Clare Co. Library has again produced 
an exciting and varied programme of 
events to celebrate the Children’s Book 
Festival during this October.

Author visits, storytelling, illustration 
workshops, history  shows, nature and 
wildlife shows, and music workshops 
all feature this year, amounting to 
almost 50 free events for children and 
young teens in the libraries of Clare.

We are joined this year by well-known 
children’s authors Shane Hegarty, Alan 
Nolan, Matt Griffin, Derek Mulveen, Ré Ó 
Laighléis, Kim Hood and Debbie Thomas.

Also on the programme are 
renowned storyteller Niall 
de Burca, music and song-
writing workshops with 
Muso, Michael Moylan’s 
Irish History Live, a drawing 
blitz with illustrator Aidan 
Courtney, The Wildlife of 
County Clare with David 
Lyons, and storytelling with 
Dave Rudden and Gráinne 
Clear.

Call in to your local branch 
library for a copy of the 
programme, or see it online 
at www.clarelibrary.ie (see 
under Children’s Services). 

Next year we will mark the centenary of the 1916 
Easter Rising, a key moment on Ireland’s path to 
independence. An bhliain seo chugainn beimid ag 
comóradh cuimhneachán céad bliain Éirí Amach 
na Cásca 1916, ar thráth chinniúnach é i dtriall 
na hÉireann ar an neamhspleáchais.

In preparation for the 1916/2016 commemoration 
Clare County Council held public consultation work-
shops in Ennis, Shannon, Kilrush and Scariff over 
four nights in June, 2015. These workshops were 
facilitated by the Ireland 2016 office and attended by 
over 100 people. It is evident that there is a great 
interest in this period of history in County Clare. The 
County Programme has now been drafted; this 
details 66 separate activities, with a proportion of 
these being programmed by the Library, Arts, 
Museum, Archives & Heritage Services.  Through 
a year-long series of lectures and exhibitions, 
ceremonies and schools programmes, it is hoped 
that staff and public alike will gain knowledge and 
understanding of what 1916 was about, how the 
event related to County Clare and how it influenced 
what came after. 
2016 is also “County of Culture”  year, with many 
exciting events in the planning for a year long 
celebration of Clare Culture – one of the highlights 
being the hosting of the National Fleadh in Ennis 
in August, 2016.
Everyone, of all ages, both here in Ireland and over-
seas, is invited to join in a year of commemoration, 
conversation and exploration – through the arts, 
through historical research and exposition, through 
the Irish language, through education and children’s 
events – from which a new and more expansive 
sense of Irish identity can emerge.



POSITIVE AGEING WEEK

This year, from Thursday 1st of October to Friday 
9th October, Age Action celebrates 13 years of 
Positive Ageing Week and both young and old 
coming out in force in their communities to 
celebrate ageing in a positive light. Positive 
Ageing Week over the last number of years has 
expanded rapidly due to the enthusiasm of older 
people themselves and their communities who 
have embraced the idea and made it their own.

Clare County Library is delighted to once again 
count itself among the many organisations that 
embrace Positive Ageing Week and will celebrate 
it with a host of activities this year. Remember 
too that Senior Citizens can avail of free library 
membership in all of Clare County Library’s 
branches. So, during Positive Ageing Week, or 
at any time of the year, why not join your local 
branch? You’ll discover a whole world of books, 
CDs, DVDs and more. You may even join one of 
our many clubs including book clubs and scrabble 
clubs. A whole new experience awaits you! 

Event:

Venue:

Date:

For more information about Positive Ageing Week,  
contact Age Action at 01- 475 6989 or visit www.ageaction.ie

Celebrate Positive Ageing Week 

Sponsored by

1st 1st October- 9th October

INTERNET RESERVATION MADE EASY

Libki is now available in the following branch 
libraries: Corofin, Tulla, Sixmilebridge, 
Newmarket-on-Fergus, Kilmihil, Kildysart,
Lisdoonvarna, Miltown Malbay, and Killaloe. 

Libki is a PC reservation system for the public 
Internet PCs.  It allows library members to 
go straight to any PC in the branch and 
login with their library card number and 
surname once they have completed an 
initial setup at the library desk. When set 
up members can use the service in any of 
the branch libraries where Libki is installed.

Sessions are for one hour per day.  

Non-members can request a guest pass from 
the library desk.

MILLINERY WORKSHOP IN ENNIS

Milliner Fiona Mangan, in conjunction with Irish 
Design 2015, Clare County Library and Ennis 
Fashion Week will give a millinery workshop 
over two nights on Tuesday 22nd September 
and Tuesday 29th September from 7.00 - 9.30pm 
at DeValera Public Library, Ennis. 

Over the two evenings, this FREE event will cover 
many aspects of the art of millinery, including 
wearing a hat and choosing the right hat to 
suit you, information on some of the master 
milliners and designers including Philip Treacy; 
how a hat collection is designed from inception 
to completion; demonstration of some basic 
millinery skills and instruction on how to make 
small trimmings for a hat. A pillbox hat, which will 
be started and finished over the two evenings, 
will be raffled off for one lucky attendee.

Fiona Mangan is an award-winning milliner 
whose hats have been worn at Goodwood by 
Zara Phillips of the British royal family and by 
many winners of the “Best Dressed Lady” 
competitions at Irish racing festivals. Fiona’s 
work has been featured in local and national 
newspapers and fashion magazines including 
“Marie Claire”. 

More information at 
www.fionamangan.com.

EVENTS IN CLARE LIBRARIES WILL INCLUDE:

Jewellery workshop at Kilrush Public Library.
Mary Reynolds will give a jewellery workshop on 
Tuesday, 6th October from 3.00 - 4.30pm. This is 
a free event but places are limited. Phone Kilrush 
Library for more information at 065-9051504.

Wool Spinning and Textile Crafts Demonstration 
at Seán Lemass Public Library, Shannon. 
On Friday, 2nd October at 11.30am, Susanna 
Anker will demonstrate the journey of a garment 
from sheep’s fleece through wool spinning and 
dying to the finished product.  She will show a 
selection of tools, dyed wool, plant chart and 
handspun garments.   Participants will be given 
an opportunity to try out a spinning wheel at 
the end of the session.  Susanna is a heritage 
expert on wool spinning and is based in Kilmihil, 
Co Clare.  

This is a free event but places are limited and 
booking is required on 061-364266 or at the 
library desk.

For details of other events check with your local 
branch, phone 065-6821616 or visit our website 
at www.clarelibrary.ie.Sunday 20th  -  Sunday 27th September

ENNIS FASHION WEEK 2015



ENNISTYMON STORYTIME SCHEDULE

Saturday 10th October 
 11.00am - Autumn Stories 
 (Dress in Autumn Colours!)

Saturday 21st November 11.00am - Immi’s Gift.

Saturday 19th December 11.00am - Christmas Stories.

Saturday 16th January 11.00am – Doggy & Puppy Tales. 
            (Fluffy Friends Welcome!)

Saturday 13th February 11.00am - Teddy’s Day Out. 
             (Bring your Favourite Bear!)

Saturday 12th March 11.00am - Spring Stories.

SUITABLE FOR 3 - 7 YEAR OLDS. ALL WELCOME!

Come and listen to some stories; some old and some new!

BUSINESS AND EMPLOYMENT SUPPORT
PROJECT IN SHANNON LIBRARY

A business and employment support service 
is being piloted at the Sean Lemass Public 
Library in Shannon. 

In conjunction with this pilot project, Clare 
County Library has produced two reading lists 
entitled ‘Libraries Support Business’ and 
‘Libraries Support Employment’. 

These reading lists highlight a selection of 
books available in Clare libraries which will 
be of interest to people setting up their own 
business, or people seeking employment or 
career change.

Contact Shannon library at (061) 364266.

ENNISTYMON BOOK CLUBS RETURN

The book clubs at Ennistymon library are 
back after the summer break. 

They take place on the first Tuesday of 
every month from 3.30 - 4.00pm for 7 - 9 
year olds and 9 - 12 year olds.

Pick up your book at the library desk for 
our first meeting on Tuesday October 
6th at 3.30pm.

EDNA O’BRIEN DISPLAY AT SCARIFF

Clare County Library has produced an 
exhibition on the life and works of Clare-
born writer Edna O’Brien entitled “From 
Country Girl to Literary Queen”. 

The exhibition will go on 
display in Scariff Public 
Library on Friday, 18th 
September to coincide 
with Culture Night 2015, 
and will remain on display 
until Friday 9th of October.

Everyone welcome to view.

Do you run your own business? 
Are you thinking of starting one?

Be 
Informed

Get 
Connected

Start 
Today

LIBRARIES SUPPORT BUSINESS

www.librariesireland.ie

CARLOW
Carlow 059 91 29701 Tullow 059 91 36299
Muinebheag 059 91 29703 Borris 059 97 71605

Carlow County Library operates four service points 
in Carlow Town, Borris, Bagenalstown and Tullow 
libraries and we offer the following services:

• Extensive collection of business related titles

• Online Library catalogue

• Newspaper collection

• Free Internet and Wi-Fi access  

• Online learning and services with access to over 500   
 e-learning courses

• Language learning with 80 languages available

• Access to e-audio, e-books and e-journals available on  
 your iPhone, iPad, PC, Mac or kindle

• Online business database: Vision Net

• Business talks and events

For more information, please contact:

Email: library@carlowcoco.ie
Web: www.carlowlibraries.ie
Phone: 059 91 29705

LIBRARIES SUPPORT BUSINESS

A reading list
from Clare County Library

General Business

Marketing

Bookkeeping and 
Accounts

Business Plans

LIBRARIES SUPPORT EMPLOYMENT

•CVs and Cover Letters 
•Job Hunting   •Interviews   •Tests   

A reading list
from Clare County Library



FROM THE ARCHIVES...      Clare Champion, Saturday June 16, 1945

Extract from the annual report of the Co. Librarian, Mr. Dermot Foley, for the year 1944:

“ There is a steady demand for good biographies and books of travel, particularly from a section of the older 
readers who, we have noticed, have as poor an opinion of war literature as the thriller-fiends have of 
sentimental romances. The cowboy lover in Clare, whose affection is apparently eternal, wonders lately 
if the range-riders have all gone into the munitions business since 1939. A special group – it might be called 
the Experts’ Union – is composed of those whose knowledge of the latest bombing technique and 
battle strategy is a mystery to all neutrals but themselves and the Librarian; and, finally, there is that 
very independent serious reader who declares that “fiction is all a cod”, and borrows a book on the 
Megalithic Idea.  All, we may say, are belligerents in an entertaining local War of Books, in which the war aims 
of Committee and staff are, briefly: (a) get books anywhere; (b) satisfy everybody.”
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My Little Pony - Rainbow Dash
Made during children’s balloon twisting 

workshops in Kilkee library with 
Deirdre from Deesigner Balloons

Heritage week in Scariff library: 
Archaeologist Dr. Nora Bermingham showing 

children how to document their finds

Teddy Bear’s tea party in Killaloe

September is World Alzheimer’s Month and Home Instead Senior 
Care has launched a public education programme called “Dementia 
Friendly Businesses”. The programme offers free training to 
businesses with the aim of educating business owners and their 
staff so that they will have the tools to welcome family caregivers 
and understand the challenges for those living with Dementia 
who may otherwise be reluctant to leave home or take their loved 
ones into public places. The staff members of the De Valera Library 
in Ennis were delighted to be among the first to receive this 
training and are proud to now call the library a Dementia Friendly 
Business. Sincere thanks to Aodhnaid Lennon of Home Instead 
Senior Care Ennis for providing the training.


