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CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY IS A DEPARTMENT OF CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL.
Mission statement: To achieve our vision through quality service delivery in the spirit of partnership.

TV. If kids are entertained by two letters, imagine the fun they’ll have with twenty-six. 
Open your child’s imagination. Open a book.   

~Author Unknown

POSITIVE AGEING
The Clare Age-Friendly County Strategic Plan 
provides the foundation for a county where older 
people are supported, connected and valued for 
their contribution to community and family. In 
line with this strategy, Clare County Library has 
devised a bibliotherapy project on the topic of 
ageing positively.

The books selected are a combination of non-
fiction and fiction titles. The books highlight the 
emotional and practical effects of growing older, 
while also celebrating the fact that ageing can be 
an actively enriching time of immense growth. 

All of the books featured in the reading list are 
available for borrowing from Clare Co. Library. 

Pick up a copy of the booklet from your local 
library branch.

SINGERS AND SONGS OF COUNTY CLARE
Clare County Library is delighted to announce 
the launch of a significant new online database, 
Singers and Songs of County Clare.

Since the 1970s Jim Carroll and Pat Mackenzie 
have been collecting recordings of Irish singers 
and their extensive collection forms the basis of 
this database of Clare songs and singers.

We have now made available on the Clare Library 
website over 400 songs sung by Clare singers, 
with transcriptions of song lyrics accompanying 
each recording and various playlists for easy 
listening.

The project is rounded off by the addition of 
articles on singers and the song tradition and 
by the inclusion of some of the all too few video 
recordings of Clare singers.

Tom Lenihan, Tom Munnelly, Kate Droney, Martin 
Reidy and Michael Flanagan at the Willie Clancy 
Summer School in Miltown Malbay, July 1980.



Now in its 5th successful year, Teen Week is a programme of 
events especially designed by Clare County Library for young 
adults. 

This year, from 23 - 27 March, Teen Week events will take place 
at our branch libraries in Ennis and Kilrush.

From drumming to teen authors and from video production to 
art and crafts, the varied interests of young adults are very 
well catered for.

Contact your secondary school or the library branches in Ennis 
or Kilrush for further details, or log on to our website at :

WWW.CLARELIBRARY.IE
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Teen 
Week 
2015

Clare County Library

DATES AND TIMES

www.clarelibrary.ie

For bookings and information contact
De Valera Public Library, Ennis at 
(065) 6846353 or enquire at the library desk

Monday 23rd March 11.15am to 12.15pm
Video Production Workshop facilitated by Neil Hynes. Session 1. 
Introduction to quality broadcasting equipment. Exploring and 
understanding the techniques of video production.

Tuesday 24th March 11.15am to 12.15pm
Finding A Voice
A presentation by teenage book author Kim Hood who has been 
nominated for the inaugural Young Adult Book Prize.
 
Wednesday 25th March 11.15am to 12.15pm
Video Production Workshop facilitated by Neil Hynes. Session 2.
How to edit and publish a standard DVD menu utilizing Photoshop 
and DVD Architect.

Thursday 26th March 11.15am to 12.15pm
The twists and turns of my teenage life with Spina Bifida.
Interactive talk by Siobhan Mungovan and Carol Byrne, co-authors 
of the newly published book, Me and My Backbone: My Journey 
With Spina Bifida.

Friday 27th March 11.00am to 12.30 pm
African Drumming Workshop
A beginner’s drumming workshop facilitated by musician John 
Bowker of Tribal Spirit Drumming.

RADIO BOOK CLUB
Clare County Library has teamed up with our 
friends in Clare FM to keep you updated on all 
things library-related and to host a radio book 
club. 

We will chat with Padraic Flaherty on Clare 
FM’s new Afternoon Show once a month about 
what’s new and what’s happening in Clare’s 
libraries. Each month we will also choose a 
book to read and review. 

Tune in to Clare FM from 2.00 pm on the first 
Monday of each month. Listeners are invited to 
text in during the show to join in the discussion 
and to suggest books to be read and reviewed.
Text “ClareFM” and your message to 53030.

The first book chosen was History of the Rain 
by Clare resident Niall Williams. 

Bookmarks made at an Art and Crafts session in 
Ennistymon library to mark World Book Day 2015

Am Scéalaíocht do Dhaoine Óga le Seamus, i
Leabharlann Phoiblí Lios Dúin Bhearna le linn 
Seachtain na Gaeilge 2015

LITERARY ANNIVERSARIES

100 years ago (1915):
- Saul Bellow born, 10 June.
- Arthur Miller born, 17 October.
- Franz Kafka’s Metamorphosis published.
- John Buchan’s The Thirty-Nine Steps published.
- Arthur Conan Doyle’s The Valley of Fear published.
- T.S. Eliot’s The Love Song of J. Alfred Prufrock         
  published.

150 years ago (1865):
- W.B. Yeats born, 13 June.
- Rudyard Kipling born, 30 December.
- Isabella “Mrs.” Beeton dies, 6 February.
- Elizabeth Gaskell dies, 12 November.
- Lewis Carroll’s Alice’s Adventures in 
  Wonderland published.



Delightful World Book Day display 
at the library in Miltown Malbay

BEALTAINE 2015
The month of May 
belongs to the annual
Bealtaine Festival, 
celebrating creativity 
as we age! 

Over 120,000 people now take part in Bealtaine. 
From dance to cinema, from painting to theatre, 
Bealtaine showcases the talents and creativity of 
both first-time and professional older artists.

Each year Age & Opportunity invites libraries, 
local authorities, arts centres, active retirement 
groups, care settings, community groups and 
clubs, and associations from every part of the 
country to run Bealtaine events that celebrate 
creativity as we age. 

Clare County library is once again delighted 
to participate with a full programme of events 
throughout the month of May including talks, work-
shops, book and craft displays, film screenings 
and Reminiscence Therapy visits. Check your 
local library for details of events in your area.

Clare County Library has launched a ‘Library 
Champions’ project. Clare Library Champions 
are people who love their libraries and want 
to be in the know about library events and 
activities. Anyone can become a library 
champion … you just have to love and use 
libraries! 

The aim of our project is to champion libraries 
and promote them as a place for all; a place 
where everyone is welcome and can avail of 
equal opportunities, regardless of age, race, 
gender, class or education. We want people to 
be aware of the library as being their resource 
and their gateway to knowledge, leisure and 
pleasure. 

Find out how you can become a Library 
Champion and read the glowing tributes we 
have already received from people such as 
Councillor John Crowe (Cathaoirleach Clare 
County Council), Rachael English (writer 
and broadcaster),  Mr. Donald J. Trump, 
Tony Griffin (All-Star hurler), and more at:

w w w . c l a r e l i b r a r y. i e / e o l a s / l i b r a r y /
c h a m p i o n s / l i b r a r y _ c h a m p i o n s . h t m . 

WORLD BOOK NIGHT
World Book Night is an 
annual  celebration  of 
reading and books that 
takes place on 23 April. 

It sees passionate volunteers give out hundreds 
of thousands of books in their communities to 
share their love of reading with people who don’t 
read regularly or own books. 

World Book Night is run by The Reading Agency, 
a charity that inspires people to become confident 
and enthusiastic readers to help give them an 
equal chance in life. 

Clare County Library is delighted to have been 
accepted as an “institutional volunteer” for World 
Book Night 2015. See www.worldbooknight.org 
for more information on World Book Night, or 
log on the library website at www.clarelibrary.ie

Be a Library
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FROM THE ARCHIVES
160 years ago

Adoption by Ennis of the Public Library Act 1855

From the Clare Journal of October 18th 1855:

‘On Tuesday last, a public meeting convened by the 
Town Commissioners, was held in the Court-house, 
Ennis, for the purpose of adopting the New Public 
Libraries Act, with a view to putting its provisions in 
force in the town of Ennis. The attendance was not as 
great as might have been expected. A great many people 
kept away, from its being generally understood, that 
for once the Ennis people were unanimous, and that no 
opposition would be offered to the adoption of the bill.’

As expected, the motion was passed unanimously – 
“by acclamation” – and Ennis became the first Borough 
in Ireland to adopt the 1855 Public Library (Ireland) Act.

THE LUSITANIA AND CO. CLARE
2015 is the 100th anniversary of the sinking of 
the Lusitania off the south coast of Ireland 
in May 1915. Of the 1,198 passengers and crew 
who lost their lives, four are known to have 
been from Co. Clare. And one Clare woman 
was amongst the survivors. The several Clare 
connections associated with the infamous 
sinking of the Lusitania are explored in a new 
illustrated display from Clare County Library 
called THE LUSITANIA AND COUNTY CLARE. 
This display will tour the county during 2015. 
Check local press and local branch libraries 
for details.

A fine clutch of spring chickens from the Grace 
Burton workshop at Scariff library to celebrate 
World Book Day.

Clare County Library recently teamed up with Irish 
Design to present Under the Sea, a clay sculpture 
workshop for children aged 8+ hosted by Cratloe 
based artist and designer Marie Madden. 

The workshop, which was part of Irish Design’s 
Local Design Hero series of workshops, took place 
over two half days at Kilfinaghty Public Library, 
Sixmilebridge, and saw 11 children designing and 
creating sculptures inspired by the life and work 
of John Philip Holland, the Liscannor born 
designer of the modern submarine.

Similarly, an animation workshop on the same 
theme took place in Sean Lemass Public Library, 
Shannon. The finished animation, Beneath the 
Waves, can be viewed at:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bDR2J_NP6bM

&feature=youtu.be

UNDER THE SEA AT SIXMILEBRIDGE!


