
TEEN WEEK 2016

This year’s Teen Week takes place from 12th to the 
15th April with a programme of specially designated 
events for teenagers in the libraries of Ennis, Scariff 
and Killaloe.

Sarah Blennerhassett is a presenter 
for SPIN South West Radio and she 
will discuss issues relating to career 
selection and working in the media 
as well as tips on audio recording.

Declan Holmes of Science Ireland hosts a hands-
on science show where students participate in 
activities and demonstrations.

Artist Maeve Collins will facilitate a participatory 
performance based on Brian Merriman’s epic poem 
Cúirt an Mheán Oíche and the 1916 Proclamation.

Author, Sheena Wilkinson talks 
about her new book Name Upon 
Name which is set in 1916.

For further details contact the 
library branches in Killaloe, 
Ennis and Scariff directly, or
email mailbox@clarelibrary.ie
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“With a library you are free, not confined by temporary political climates. It is the most democratic 
of institutions because no one – but no one at all – can tell you what to read and when and how.”

    –Doris Lessing 

CLARE COUNTY LIBRARY IS A DEPARTMENT OF CLARE COUNTY COUNCIL.
Mission statement: To achieve our vision through quality service delivery in the spirit of partnership.

CLARE COUNTY OF CULTURE 2016
Clare County Council is leading 
an initiative to promote Clare as  
‘County of Culture’ during 2016, 
culminating in Ennis hosting this 
year’s Fleadh Cheoil na hÉireann 
during the month of August. 

To  mark ‘County of Culture’ year, CLARE MUSEUM 
will put on display Patrick Brennan’s Frongoch 
Autograph Book which was purchased by the 
museum in 2014 on behalf of the people of Clare.  

Patrick Brennan came from Meelick, County Clare, 
and would go on to serve in the IRA’s campaign 
during the Irish War of Independence and later still, 
to serve as a TD. He had been rounded up in the 
aftermath of the Rising by the British authorities, 
but had not taken part in it.

While incarcerated in the Frongoch prison camp in 
Wales, Brennan collected autographs and written 
comments from his fellow inmates. The detailed 
autograph book also features original drawings 
of Frongoch compound by Cathal Mac Dubhgaill.

The Autograph Book is expected to go on public 
display during summer 2016.

Further details from Clare Museum : 
065-6823382 or email claremuseum@clarecoco.ie



NEW ONLINE RESOURCES
Clare County Library has added six new free 
services to its Online Resources facility on 
www.clarelibrary.ie :
Wheelers e-books  
(wide range of e-books)

Bolinda BorrowBox 
(e-books and audio books)

Zinio  
(range of digital magazines)

Proquest Newspapers   
(Australia and New 
Zealand, plus other countries)

Mango Languages 
(over 70 foreign languages)

Universal Class  
(over 400 e-learning courses)

Seperate registration is 
required for each service.

All services free of charge.

HOW TO BE AN ARCHAEOLOGIST
Clare Museum has organized a number of workshops for 
Transition Year Students providing information on how 
archaeologists carry out their work. An Archaeologist from 
TVAS Archaeological Consultancy will give a presentation to 
students. This will be followed by some practical experience 
and students will carry out a dig in excavation boxes, allowing 
them to learn about archaeological excavation, sectioning, and 
recording an archaeological excavation. Where possible, real 
archaeological objects will be used in the excavation boxes.

Clare Museum will host these workshops at 10 am on each
of the following dates:
Thursday 14th April
Thursday 21st April
Thursday 5th May

Bookings for groups of up to 25 students can be made by 
emailing Clare Museum at claremuseum@clarecoco.ie

Am scéalaíocht do pháisti óga le Maura 
Falsey i Leabharlann Phoiblí na Tulaí, 

Márta 2016.

Seachtain na Gaeilge READING THE RISING
Clare County Library has produced two new book 
promotions to mark the centenary of the 1916 Easter 
Rising. Both promotions are called ‘Reading the 
Rising’, one for adults and one aimed at children and 
teenagers. The promotions feature a selection of the 
best books currently available on the Rising. 

The adult books include general introductions, 
biographies of individual leaders, first-hand accounts of 
particular battles, details of the insurrection in 
particular parts of the country and accounts of the 
civilian experience of the Rising.

Reading the Rising for Children features a selection 
of historical fiction titles. Historical fiction is the perfect 
way for young people to identify with children of the 
same age from times past. It gives them a real under-
standing of what life was like during times of major 
historical significance.

Ask at your local branch library for copies of the 
booklists, or view them on the BOOK PROMOTIONS 
section of the library website at www.clarelibrary.ie

Multiple copies of each featured title are available for 
borrowing through all branches of Clare County Library.

Lego 
Club 

at 
Ennistymon 

Library



‘Memory Triggers – 1916 and its aftermath’.
For Primary Schools.

Guns, Medals, Memorabilia and Memory –
 a tour of Clare Museum which utilizes real 
objects from the museum to tell the history 

of Clare during the period 1916-1923.

Dr. Tomás Mac Conmara has shaped tours 
that meet the curricular aim of exposing pupils 

to the ‘work of a historian’. 

These workshops will assist in addressing 
a number of the key strand units which 

are included in the school history programme, 
including ‘Myself and My Family’, ‘Story’, ‘Life, 
Society’, ‘Culture in the Past’ and ‘Continuity 

and Change over time’.

Tours are available on the following 
dates and times:

Friday, April 15th at 10 am and 11.30 am
Friday, April 29th at 10 am and 11.30 am

These workshops are FREE to schools. 
Bookings for groups of up to 25 students
can be made by emailing Clare Museum: 

claremuseum@clarecoco.ie

CLARE MUSEUM 1916 SCHOOL TOURS

Youthreach students hoist the 
tricolour outside the public library 

in Miltown Malbay to mark 
Proclamation Day, March 2016.

Proclamation Day 2016

1916 TABLE DISCUSSIONS IN SCARIFF
A series of table discussions about aspects of 1916 takes place 
throughout this year in Scariff Public Library. This involves 
people getting together to talk, listen and share ideas relating 
to the Easter Rising and the events of 1916.

The talks are presided over by a panel of experts who encourage 
contributions from the audience and lively and informative 
discussions are the order of the day. Particularly welcome are 
personal narratives from anyone with family links going back 
to 1916.

Discussions to date have focussed on The Proclamation and 
its relevance today, and the story of Harry Shiels recounted by 
his grandson Pearse.

The next table discussion will take place on 12th April and will 
look at music, song and poetry at the time of the Easter Rising.

This is a free event and all are welcome.
Contat Scariff Public Library on 061 922893 for further details.

BEALTAINE 2016
The month of May 
belongs to the annual
Bealtaine Festival, 
celebrating creativity 
as we age! 

Over 120,000 people now take part in Bealtaine 
events the length and breadth of the country. 
From dance to cinema, from painting to theatre, 
Bealtaine showcases the talents and creativity of 
both first-time and professional older artists.

Each year Age & Opportunity invites libraries, 
local authorities, arts centres, active retirement 
groups, care settings, community groups and 
clubs, and associations from every part of the 
country to run Bealtaine events that celebrate 
creativity as we age. 

Clare County library is once again delighted 
to participate with a full programme of events 
throughout the month of May including talks, work-
shops, book and craft displays, film screenings 
and Reminiscence Therapy visits. Check your 
local library for details of events in your area.

EASTER CRAFT 
WORKSHOP AT 

KILRUSH LIBRARY
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TWO LIBRARIES IN KILKEE
“While a number of towns and villages in the county are asking the Co. Council to establish 
branch libraries, Kilkee is in the unique position of having two libraries although its 
population is only approximately 1,200. The town boasts of the modern Sweeney Memorial 
Buildings which house one of the best libraries in the country with all facilities such as 
reading rooms and reference books. In addition it has a branch of the Co. Library which is 
open for four hours per week.
Could Kilkee do with the modern Sweeney library and give the Co. Council branch library to 
a less fortunate town? Many think that it could as the Sweeney library is more than adequate 
to cater for the reading public of the town and district.”

2016 is the fourth anniversary of the extensive refurbishment of the Sweeney Memorial 
Public Library and Cultúrlann in Kilkee. For forthcoming events at the Cultúrlann and 
other venues, see the What’s On In Clare and Library Events links on www.clarelibrary.ie 

To mark World Book Day, author Etain McCooey and illustrator Alison O’Brien discussed their new children’s book 
Deefer’s Day Out with 1st and 2nd class pupils from Miltown Malbay at the Dr. Patrick J. Hillery Public Library.

NAME UPON NAME COMPETITION
Clare County Library’s creative writing 
competition for 2nd level students has 
inspired a huge response. Based on 
Sheena Wilkinson’s latest novel for 
young people set in 1916, Name Upon 
Name, the competition required students 
to write a letter, or alternatively a diary 
entry, from the point of view of one of 
the characters in Sheena’s book.
A special prize-giving event 
for the winner and 4 runners 
up will take place in the De
Valera Public Library, Ennis, 
on the evening of Thursday 
the 14th of April. 

Sheena Wilkinson will be the library’s 
special guest on the evening when she 
will meet with the lucky winners.

THE EASTER RISING AND THE 
INTERNATIONAL PRESS

Clare County Library has produced a 
special touring exhibition as part of the 
1916 - 2016 commemoration. This  new 
display features headlines and extracts 
from contemporary newspapers from 
around the world and gives a flavour of 
how the Easter Rising was portrayed 
in other countries during 1916. 

Amongst the 
newspapers 
featured are 
issues from 
America, 
Germany, 
Austria, 
France, 
and Spain.

In my library
there is one 

book.

In this book 
are futures
and pasts,

galaxies of 
stars

and grains of 
sand,

creatures of 
habit and 

destruction,

tears of joy
and sadness,

rivers of hope
and oceans of 

dreams,

and you,
and I.


