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FOREWORD

It looked better in the winter. Through the “barened choirs” of trees the
steeple of Kilnasoolagh church directed our thosight heaven. At once slender and
strong, it's stone the silent witness of generaiai local history as varied and
complicated as the intricate patterns of its walls. the morning of 18 of November
1991, sharing in our human fragility, it was gomeni the skyscape. Under its proud
shadow a few weeks earlier Bobby Blake was burilkd,day before the lightening
struck was the funeral of Sean Conroy.

Our response to a divine question is in a paragbxvay more important than
the question itself. On this occasion it is goaoat thhe answer be not Catholic or Church
of Ireland but Christian. Kilnasoolagh is holy gnousanctified by generations of
prayer. The replacing of the church steeple giweslk the opportunity of adding a
material dimension to our prayer. Edwin Bailey’sthry, a labour of love, gives a voice
to the silent stone. By reading it we will be ehimmg our knowledge of the local
heritage and making a small contribution to itsspreation for future generations.

THE REVERAND CANON REUBEN BUTLER, P.P.
Parish Priest of Newmarket-on-Fergus.

Kilnasoolagh Church Newmarket-on-Fergus. Drawing by Hilary Gilmore



Introduction
By The Rev. R.W.P. Doherty, M.A.

Rector of Kilnasoolagh Parish
(Written for publication November 1994)

Kilnasoolagh Church is a place of worship, a bogdset apart for the glory and
praise of Almighty God. It has been a place of wgrdor many hundreds of years and
we hope and pray that future generations will cargito draw near to God within its
walls. During the many years of its existence, §doolagh Church has undergone
many changes. In common with older buildings it fiam time to time required major
repair but because people loved it, disrepair haays been followed by restoration.
Some will remember a great service of thanksgiforgthe restoration of the church
and dedication of a new organ in November 1966hm pgresence of Dr. Henry A
Stanistreet, Lord Bishop of Killaloe. In 1993 aratlyreat service of thanksgiving will
be held as we give thanks for the present restordtllowing severe damage to the
tower, steeple and roof caused by lightening in évoler 1991. Parishioners and
members of a church are always conscious thatatrepnly heirs and stewards of what
those before them have provided and that it is tthefy and service to hand it on in
good condition to those who come after them. Thalhkf members of Kilnasoolagh
Parish have always been mindful of this duty.

As the following pages will make clear in greatetadl the present building is
the third to stand on this site. There is a custmong local people who come to
Kilnasoolagh on the sad event of a funeral, to tlestcoffin for a few moments just
within the gates of the churchyard. This would ssjghat the old original church was
situated there, that is, between the present Ingildnd the gate. At some later stage a
new building was provided and in 1815 that buildimgs rebuilt or re-constructed to
provide the building that we see today. In thoseofadays money was as hard to find
as it is today and the present church was buil Wit aid of a loan from the Board of
First Fruits. This was a fund which owes its origpnthe famous Dean of St. Patrick’s
Cathedral, Dublin, Jonathan Swift, who secured ftbm government a relief of taxes
(twelve pence in the pound) levied on clergy andspas. The income was after 1711
paid to a board in trust for the purpose of prawgdnew churches and glebe houses.

On entering Kilnasoolagh Church the visitor willnmadiately notice that this
rectangular building has been transformed into ‘t@oms”, a nave and a chancel, by
the careful use of a wooden screen. The use anputip@se of the screen in Anglican
Churches was to provide different places for thoselved in the service of worship,
that is, the nave for the people and the chanecghtoclergy and choir. The real purpose
was to emphasise the different services of theathur

Thus, the chancel is reserved for the Eucharist @ued Marriage service.
Morning and Evening prayer, the sermon and theimgaaf Scripture should be carried
out below the screen and Baptism near the entrahdbe church. This lay-out to
provide for Prayer Book worship is clearly seerKimasoolagh with the exception of
the Prayer Desk which is inside the screen. Thalfpoint of the church is the Holy
Table which is invariably covered with a colourdteiacloth in one of the traditional
liturgical colours. The oldest cloth in red wasgaeted by a former Lady Inchiquin and
a very ornate white cloth was the gift of Mrs Hickmfor use at Christmas and Easter.
The green and the purple frontals were presentatidoyion. Edwin and Mrs Andrews
of Knappogue and the matching falls were made bysMi Kavanagh and the Hon.
Mrs. Grania O’Brien Weir.

1]



The visitor will also be struck by the large numbémemorials which together
with the stained glass memorial windows adorn therch. These were lovingly
presented by various families and are a constamincer of those who not only
worshipped here in the past but who also gave éevsérvice to church and country.
Besides the things that the visitor can see andystthey will also find that
Kilnasoolagh Church is a very peaceful and quitec@lto pray and meditate in. We
hope that all who enter, parishioner and visitaenfd and stranger, will feel and know
that this is the House of God and like Sir Donou@Brien, whose white marble
memorial dominates the north end of the chancethcan this place “a glimpse of
heaven”.

We are deeply indebted to Mr. Edwin Bailey for naty providing us with the
following pages of history and description of Kidm@lagh Church but also for the time
he gave to collect and research the necessaryesmaterial. He has provided us with
much information that we were unaware of and wé $eee that his work will be a
welcome addition to the works of local history in.Clare. His work will also help to
introduce many to one of Clare’s most beautifulisgtaChurches. It is important to be
able to see as well as read and to this end walsmanost fortunate to have this history
so beautifully illustrated by Hilary Gilmore whoBee drawings and paintings of Clare
buildings are now greatly appreciated by all wheelmur county. Part of a lovely
painting of Kilnasoolagh by Frances Bailey richiyoans the front cover of this book.
To those two great Clare artists we express sirgratgude.

KILNASOOLAGH

The meaning within the name

“There are 2176 town lands in county Clare andnmoat every case the name of these
can be interpreted”. So wrote the historian JamestFIn his book Place Names of
County Clare, his interpretation of the town larade Kilnasoolagh is “Cill” meaning
church and “subhallach”, meaning religious. It isosh likely therefore, that
Kilnasoolagh means The Church of the Religious Redfowever, historian Eugene
O’Curry states in the Ordnance Survey Letters four@@y Clare, Vol I, that the local
Irish speaking community called the parish Cill#&-8ula, but that he considers this to
be a corruption of the name. Due to lack of refeeeto it in ancient ecclesiastical
documents, he found it very difficult to deduce itse original form. He further
mentioned that the name appears in The Wars ofodlylwhere it is spelled Cill
Subhalaigh, also in the same book it appears agiffinthe spelling Cill-6-na-Suileach
and further with the spelling Coradh Cille Subhgifes (coradh meaning weir, the first
word of the old name for Newmarket-on-Fergus, Chr@thaitlin). As the spelling Cill
Subhalaighe appears three times in The Wars obglrlO’Curry maintains this to be
the correct ancient spelling and it's meaning toTiee Church of Saint Subhalach,
although no saint of this name can be found inentjesiastical work.



Map showing the old parishes of Newmarket-on-Fergus

KFLMA DT AT @ CLOHFLRT

i~ T

] ",
HILFLN O 8 & P
. e N e AT
ra - “T.
i . - 1
ATL&MNTI|C L o A P B
! o [ — — %
7 e

SGCcECaA N

A,
§CuiNng nimas] Frm  Dilanrrm
ARODFERT
DOORA
xiiont (5] o

CANONS ISLAND




\%
KILNASOOLAGH

The Former Years

The following is from Eugene O’Curry’s book Mansend Customs.

Cas, from whom the Dalcassians derive their distiacrace name, was the son of
Conall of the Swift Steeds, who was a contempoadrthe monarch Crimhthann who
died in A.D. 379. Cas had twelve sons from whontdeded all the Dalcassian tribes,
and of these twelve, Lugaidh had six sons and angltter whose name was Aeife. The
sons were named Gno Beg, Gno Mor, Badean, Samtadeldadh and Sigli. Lugaidh
the Fire-Producer had received a large territooynfihis father, and in time gave his
daughter Aeife in marriage to Trad, son of Tassadig was a kingly chief and Druid,
but without much land.

After some time Trad found himself the father aftanerous family, with little
provision for support and advancement in life. Adoagly, he said to his wife Aeife,
“Go thou and ask a favour of thy father, it woulkel well for us and for our children to
get more land”. Aeife therefore, went and askedfairer to grant her this favour. Then
Lugaidh consulted his oracles and said to his daugtif thou shouldst order any one
to leave his county now, he must depart withouayel“Depart thou then”, she said,
“and leave us the land which thou inheritest, thamay be ours in perpetuity”.
Whereupon, we are told, Lugaidh, her father, immiedy complied and with his six
sons left the inheritance assigned to him by hikefa to his daughter Aeife and her
husband Trad. This territory to the present datgime the name Trad, forming as it
does the deanery of Tradraidhe, in the presentlgawb Bunratty, County of Clare. A
tract of land which comprises the parishes of Tdi@intocha, Cill-ogh-na-Suloch, Cill
Mailuighre, Cill Coirne, Cluin Lochain, Drum Lighrkiodhnach, Bunratty, Cill Eoin
and the island of Inis-da-Dhrom in the river Fergatuary.

In this story related by O’Curry, we see the asdgnab the seven ancient
parishes of the Newmarket-on-Fergus area, togetligr Fiodhnach (Feenagh) Cill
Eoin (Killone) and the island of Inish-da-Dhrom (t&y Island). These seven parishes,
using their more recent anglicized form of Fenl¢gnasoolagh, Kilmaleery, Kilconry,
Clonloghan, Drumline and Bunratty, covered the fardized by de Clare in the early
thirteenth century. These ancient parish boundavese established in 1111 A.D. at the
synod of Raithbreasail which is generally beliet@thave been held near Cashel in Co.
Tipperary. This synod was convened to bring ordeihe administration of the church
in Ireland and was presided over jointly by Cellagbbot of Armagh and by the High
King Muirchertach ua Briain. Due to Norman influes¢c Bunratty had a considerable
concentration of people during the thirteenth centand it is likely that the other
churches were founded by the clergy of Bunrattysalsidiaries. The exception is
Fenloe, which predates Bunratty and became pafsincle possibly in the twelfth
century. The first church in Fenloe was a monasteentioned in the Annals of the
Four Masters, and dates to very early times. Itabishment is attributed to St.
Luightighern, who was also responsible for thet fitsurch at Ennistymon, West Clare.

Newmarket-on-Fergus
village circa 1900

Post card courtesy of
Mr. Joe Crimmins




Kilnasoolagh, half a kilometre west of Newmarketfeergus village, has had a
place of Christian worship on the same site sinegliaval times. It is recorded in
Gleeson’s history of Killaloe that on thd" 4f January, 1256, Pope Alexander IV
granted a licence to Bishop Isaac (lasog) Ua Coamacof Killaloe (1253-67) by which
he was empowered to receive the resignation oetPea vicar of the diocese who held
simultaneously the two vicarages of Kilnasoolaghd @&unratty. The bishop was
ordered to enjoin a penance on the vicar and tiepedse with him for the future and
confer the same vicarages on him anew. It is asorded that on the ¥20f June
1443, Bishop James O’Lonergan received the resamaf a vicar of Kilnasoolagh, the
reason is not mentioned.

Gleeson in his history of the Dioceses of Killalalso stated that a Papel
Mandate of 1463 contained a petition from Odo Mauolle, treasurer of Killaloe to the
Holy Sea. It set out that when the parish of Bugratd become vacant some time
before, bishop Donnchad Ua Briain of Killaloe, (B480) with the consent of the laity
and his Chapter, divided the fruits by reason efrtabundance, and on account of the
slenderness of the treasurership of Killaloe, (HBld>do) made a new creation therein
of a rectory called Kylhanasuleach (Kilnasoolaghjlo MacNamara was to move into
and take over this rectory himself.

From this we can deduce 1463 to be the foundatze df Kilnasoolagh parish
as a separate parish from Bunratty. Events didgaotell for Odo however, as he died
in Rome to where he had travelled to receive isre of appointment.

In a Papal mandate issued in 1463, to the bishepn@nd Prior of Inis Cathig,
it is recited that the parish of Bunratty had bdefded and that one moiety was united
to Kilnasoolagh and also to the treasurer’s Preb&hi Prebedary, Odo MacConmara,
had died in Rome and the letter of the division mad been made effective. The
executers were now to collate a cleric, Dermot Mati&adraig to Kilnasoolagh.
Dermot was given a dispensation as the son of gju#tinian Abbot and an unmarried
woman. It seems clear that his father was the Abbdnis Cathig (Scattery Island) in
the Shannon estuary. However, Dermot MacGiollagadid not take up the vicarship
of Kilnasoolagh, as in Rev. Canon J.B.Leslies’®aesh we find that in 1463 Donatus
Maconmara was vicar followed in 1474 by John FlaanAfter the death or removal of
his father in 1478, Dermot was made Abbot of Inshi).

In the Ordnance Survey copy of the Wars of Turlqugé find (page 207) that
Kilnasoolagh (Cill Subhalaighe) was where Mahon @B on behalf of de Clare of
Bunratty, and Loghlin Reagh O’'Dea conferred. Ors tbccasion Mahon O’Brien
endeavoured to induce O’Dea to desert Turlough @iBand join de Clare, but to no
avail.

Again, (page 229) Kilnasoolagh (Cill-6-na-Suileads) said to have been
plundered by the Clan Cuilein (McNamaras) in 13lt2also states (page 347) that
Kilnasolagh was once more plundered by the Clane@uiwo years later. Once again,
Kilnasolagh is mentioned in The Wars of Turloughdge 591) in the following context;
De Clare of Bunratty is said to have sent a reqtesSir William oge Burke to give
convoy to the O'Gradys, who were beset by the Mchla® on the borders of
Connaught, to Kilnasoolagh (Coradh Cille Subhale)givhere he should himself join
him at the head of his forces. This occurred in8L31

It is evident from these extracts from the pagekistory that Kilnasoolagh was
of the greatest importance in the early fourteeethtury.

In 1615, the Royal Visitation of Killaloe reported the state of the churches of
Tradry(Tradaree)Deanery.

Tomfinloh — Church uncovered, chancel repaired eaviohes Steere

Killanafinlagh — Church and chauncell downe — ViGaegorius Saich

Killmaleery — Church and chauncell downe — VicatréeLambert

Kilconry — Church and chauncell downe — Vicar Pgirambert

Clonloghan — Church and chancel up — Vicar Petamlert
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Drumlein

Finnoh } These vicarages to be drtibethe cure of Bunratty
Bonratty

No mention is made of the state of these threectiegrabove

Killonie — Church and chancel downe — no curate

Inishdadrum — No church — no inhabitants.

The above indicates the state of the churches adaree Deanery within 100
years of the reformation. The church referred t&idlanafinlagh is Kilnasoolagh. We
can deduce therefore that Kilnasoolagh church wass riuinous state in 1615 and was
not rebuilt for some time, even though the parishtioued to have a vicar credited to it.

Bishop John Rider, in his Answer to Inquiries whigas written as a result of
questions by a Royal Commission as to the conddfdhe Diocese of Killaloe in 1622,
states that there were only two churches in hig cghich were in a good and
maintained condition. These were Drumcliffe neaniErand St. Flannan’s Cathedral in
Killaloe. All other churches needed maintenancekwsome even needing new roofs.

In 1652, the Cromwellian Puritans considered thate ministers were
sufficient for the whole county, one was appoinfed Ennis, one for Kilfinaghta
(Sixmilebridge) and another for Killaloe, each hayia stipend of a hundred pounds a
year. These were severely troubled times with Crelswarmies sweeping through
Ireland in 1649. By 1693 however, there were tweallgzics serving the county, the
minister serving Kilnasoolagh being resident in Eaity.

We learn also from Bishop Rider the value of thebpnda) of the parishes of
Tradaree Deanery. Kilnasoolagh together with Clghém was £38.00, the vicar John
Yorke. Tomfinlogh (Fenloe) was given as £15.00; #war was George Zouch and
afterwards Robert Sibthrope of Kilnasoolagh dueatoalgamation. The prebend of
Kilmaleery and Kilconry was £26.00 and the vicarm@ius Keaton. No prebend is
recorded for Dromline but the vicar's name is relear as Nicholas Bright. Bunratty
was not mentioned as it had already been united Britimline.

Kilnasoolagh church was probably not rebuilt until
after Sir Donat O’Brien, *Lson of Méaire Rug)
from her second marriage to Conor O’Brien of
Leamaneh, moved to Dromoland around 1686.
Sir Donat, in his will of 21 May 1689 asked to be
buried on the north side of the Communion Table in
the chancel of the parish church of Kilnasoolagh,
where he desired a vault to be built and a monument
or figure erected within two years of his death.
The provision for this was £150,00. Sir Donat wrote
a second will on the 1Bof November 1717 which
reiterated his first intention —td be buried in the
parish church of Killenesulagh as shall deem decent
and agreeable to his son Henry O’Brien”.
In the will of Sir Edward O’Brien, Henry’s half nepw, we also read of Edwards desire
to be buried in Kilnasoolagh +d' be buried in the vault of his ancestors in therch
of Killenesula, Co. Clare, at the discretion of Biecutors

Both Sir Donat and his grandson Sir Edward, anéeduin a vault under the
north side of the chancel. No visible evidencelo$ tvault remains; it was probably
covered over during renovations carried out in 1864

There is a separate article on page 22 written byn@ O’Brien — Lord
Inchiquin, about the memorial which was erectedh® memory of Sir Donat O’Brien
in Kilnasoolagh Church.
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The railings of the O’Brien memorial. Drawing by Hilary Gilmore.

The following entries are recorded in Philip Dwyebook “The Diocese of
Killaloe” and refer to the lands of the parish afn@soolagh which were the property of
the Bishop of Killaloe.

Killinasoolagh - B.Bunratty
1quarter (townland) released by Jas. McEnneragl6.16h the & of February 1636,
Bishop Lewis Jones sealed a lease thereof to Wite,Rvho February f1entered the
dwelling house of Jas. McEnneragh and demandecgsiss thereof. Conor Mallone,
yeoman, took a clod of earth and delivered it t® lssee as possession for the said
land. This quarter of Killinasulagh was set by p&ar powers to Captain W. King who
took it for use of Captain Cullen for 21 years 4t per annum and a £10.00 fine. This
£4.00 being paid into the coffers of the BishoKdlaloe.

In the accounts of Sir Edward O’Briefi%Baronet of Dromoland, a record for
timber to finish work on Kilnasoolagh church igdid:

October 270 1755

For Mr. Michl. Stritch from Mr. John Kelly’s dealyer for a/c of Sir Edwd. O Brien Bart.

Two pieces Norway Balk conts. 10 1/2 and 42/6 19s 412
Two pieces Baltup Dr. 2. 81rand 47/6 £1 13 612
+30 redwood Drouton Deal £2 2 6

I certifie that I deliver'd ye above goods by order of Michl. Stritch.

Danl. McInerheny




Notes on above chapter

(1) Land from which the vicars salary was drawn

(2) Further reading on Maire RuaMaire Rua — Lady of Leamanehby Maire
MacNeill. Publisher Ballinakella Press

(3) Further reading on the O'Briens at DromolandThkese My Friends and
Forebearsby Graine R. O’Brien. Publisher Ballinakella Press

KILNASOOLAGH PARISH CHURCH
1736 — 1980

My research has enabled me to read through th&ywesnute Books of the
parish from 1763 to the present day. Although soffrtbe script is quite illegible due to
age, deterioration and bad script, | now reprocgm®e interesting information which
gives a good insight into the life of our church &most two and a half centuries.

In 1766, £5.00 was levied on the united paristidsilnasoolagh, Drumline and
Kilmaleery, for the purpose of erecting a new chuyard gate and necessary repairs to
the church. This is the gate which is still in tseay. As regards the Church of Ireland
parish structure, the seven ancient parishes ofniNeket-on-Fergus area were then
united as one parish — Kilnasoolagh parish.

Many times during the period 1765 to 1778 the Aairitaster Vestry meeting
had to be adjourned due to the fact that the pganshs did not attend. In 1765, the
registered vestry members were called to attendtimes before eventually the Easter
Vestry was legally held on thd'4f September. If we examine Irish history at tiise,
we find that this was towards the end of the péwlperiod and 1766 saw the outbreak
of violence in Munster and Ulster. For this reasem can assume that the ordinary
parishioners stayed away due to the unsettledigaliaffairs of the time. The church
building during this time needed constant repair1¥83 a resolution was recorded,
“that the entire of the church being in a ruinousndition, the same shall be
immediately be put in repair and that the churchrdem be directed to apply to the
parson of said church immediately to put the chhontehe said church in repair, or
that they will accept the sum of ten pounds anck tekre that the same shall be
completed for this sumThe vestry alsorésolved that the sum of £72 9s 9d be laid on
the union at large for the purpose of repairing ttreirch, paying the clerk his salary of
£10.00 and providing the elements for due admiaiigtn of the Lord’s Supper, such
sum appearing to be necessary for the aforesaipgqse”.

The proposed building of a porch and gallery agraiea meeting held in 1766
was not undertaken as it was further proposed eemeyears latéthat £45. 16s. 4d. be
laid on the union at large for the purpose of pudtup outside shutters to the windows
and glazing them and providing a Communion Tabl&.ana porch and other
necessary repairs to the church”.

In 1787, The Reverend William MacDonnell, vicarcoeded the disposal by
Luke Hickman Esq. of his pew to John Singleton EdédBallygreen (sic) for the sum of
£3. 8s. 3d. In the same year a resolution was @gasséhat the church wardens of
Ennis be applied to, to provide for a child found the lands of Manus, which if not
complied with the child is to be sent to Dublidust two months later, a proposal was
recorded.. “that the sum of £5. 14suf. sterling be laid on the union at large over and
above the last Easter cess(1) for the support of foundlings which were exposed in
the parish of Kilnasoolagh and have since been eéfniio the Foundling Hospital in
Dublin. 5



In 1809 it was proposed that a request be madeet®oard of First Fruits for a
loan of £120.00 to build a belfry consisting of ®eple and spire pursuant to an
accompanying plan. However, necessary repairsraoedi on the church for some more
years. In 1814 the vestry recordedthat the parish church required to be rebuilt —
and that an application be made to the Bishop dlakde requesting that he would
procure a loan of nine hundred pounds for the gafi®m the Board of First Fruits”.
The rector at the time was Reverend John Palmertt@church wardens were Sir
Edward O’Brien of Dromoland and James Creagh EsGadbirbane. A further meeting
that year agreed..that the sum of nine hundred pounds be raised l union to
repay a loan of nine hundred pounds from the Boafrdrirst Fruits to rebuild the
church of Kilnasoolagh. That the levy for the sdmeecollected at the rate of six per
cent per annum upon the whole sum of nine hundoedqgs. That Sir Edward O’Brien
and Major General Fitzgerald be appointed to reedifre money”.

On the 18 April, two years later, the vestry approved thbuiling of the
church by James Pain Esgq. Some years later James t&gether with his brother
George Pain, were responsible for the buildindbodmoland Castle and also Lough
Cutra Castle near Gort in Co. Galway. James wasagpointed architect of the Board
of First Fruits and from 1833 architect of the Esthstical Commissioners for whom he
surveyed churches in the dioceses of Cashel ang, E3fdyne, Cork and Ross, Killaloe
and Kilfenora, Limerick and Ardfert, Waterford ahigmore. The official re-opening of
the re-constructed church at Kilnasoolagh is nattioaed in the minute book but it can
be assumed that it was consecrated by the Bish&laloe, The Right Reverend Lord
Robert Ponsonby Tottenham Loftus.

From my observations of the building and viewinf tbe contemporary
drawings of the interior of the church filed in tRepresentative Church Body Library
in Dublin, | doubt that the old church was totaflgmolished. Kidwells monument to
Sir Donat O’Brien to the left of the chancel on tie@th wall remained in situ, and the
furnishings remained the same as they were urftirbsshment in 1864, forty eight
years later.

The bell ordered by recently appointed rector Reeerend Mr. Gabbett; from
Philip Doyle of Limerick cost £38. 18s. 0d. but ash payment of £30 satisfied Mr.
Doyle. He wrote to the Reverend Gabbett exclaiminty assure you | never put such
materials in a bell before, the block tin that msii cost 2/-s per Ib. and on the whole |
am of the opinion that during my life | will notesé@ cracked’ It's obvious that Mr.
Gabbett or vestry members did not consider the calkste for money. The bell was
fitted by Thomas Kendall for £8.

The loan to re-build the church was initially ae£900 but in the Fourth Report
of the Royal Commission on Ecclesiastical Revue Rattonage in Ireland, date8’2
August 1838, we find the more precise sum of £838. 4%2d. recorded. In 1816 a new
glebe house had to be built at a cost of £6097%4sl. £240 of this being a loan and the
balance a gift. This house still stands lose tontin@sters Cross on the Ennis side of the
village.

In 1824 instructions were received from Dublin g organize the collection
of tithes in a more orderly manner. By traditicamd owners were expected to support
the church by paying a tithe of what the land pomzdl There was no controversy about
this until after the reformation. When Charles Ihsvrestored after the death of
Cromwell and the demise of the Commonwealth, héaded that the Anglican Church
be exclusively the state or established church.Mthis occurred it was empowered by
law to collect tithes from all landowners regardlesf their religious beliefs. Both
Roman Catholics and Dissenters objected to this antimes the collection led to
protest and violence. The Drumline-Kilmaleery-Kgoalagh union was levied at 2%2d
per acre.

On the instructions of Dublin Castle a specialtyyemeeting was convened to
reorganize the collection of tithes, however, navihg the correct documentation to
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hand, it was not possible to proceed. The recort/@estry meeting also set stipends
for the rector and vicar, and commissioners (cthles} were appointed who agreed to
act for ten pounds each per parish per year. At\thstry meeting the decisions were
not to everybody’s liking, and a further meetinte@ weeks later adjusted upwards the
vicar’'s stipend and changed some of the commisgsofide registered commissioners
were finally appointed as follows:-

Kilnasoolagh - Denis Canny for parishioners, Jolamdaluer for vicar and rector
Kilmaleery — John Healy for parishioners, John \V&aodr for the vicar and rector
Drumline — Captain Gabbett for parishioners, Clsa@eeagh for the vicar and rector.
The stipends agreed were £200 per year for the aiw £300 for the rector.

The parish accounts for the year 1829/30 aretefest and give a good insight
into parish expenditure during this period. Theadittomposition act was passed into
law in 1838. This provided for the integration ehts and tithes which were both paid
to the landlord. The tithes in turn were passedootine church this being an attempt to
simplify the collection process and reduce aggianat

An account for the expenditure of the church for the year ending Easter Monday 1830.
Sir Edward O’ Brien Bart. And John Scott esquire, Church Wardens
£ s d
To a coffin for Denis McMahon 0..17..06
To elements(1) 1..03..04
To enstalments for the church 23..05..03
7o a carpenter for stop board and shutter 10..10..00
T0 painting and glazing 3..16..00
T0 a lock for the yard gate(2) 0..02..06
To new book and repairing a book, 1..08..00
To repairing the walk, 0..03..06
To stables and four ponies 1..17..06
To a horse and car to take them to the church 0..02..06
To a coffin bought for Patrick Brazil 0..15..00
To Lismoyle not collected 0..08..01%
To poundage(3) to Peter Naughton 5..16..00
To the sexton 3..00..00
To the bell ringer 3..03..00
To coals for the use of the church 1..01..06
To church warden fees 0..06..08
To Jane Couch for washing the surplys 0..08..06
58..04..10%
To clark of church yearly salary 15..12..06
73..17..04%
To a messenger 0..01..00
73..18..04%
£.s. d
Yearly Cess(4) for 1829 58..00..00
Received from the late church wardens 19..10..00
77..00..00
73..18..04%
Balance in hand 3.11..07%

Notes on the abovel) Bread and Wine (2) Church Yard (3) Comnaissi(4) Tax
The account of 1830 courtesy of the R.C.B.
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In 1861 the Bishop of Killaloe, Ludlow Tonson, lateo become Baron
Riversdale, was invited to approve of the re-aliimraof some pews in the church. We
can speculate that this re-allocation caused samiaversy as this would normally be
the function of the church wardens.
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Copy of Bishop Ludlow Tonson'’s letter 1861

In 1864 the Reverend R.W.Nesbitt recorded the ipgens on four mural
tablets which were placed in the isle of the chuosler the burial places of those
named. We can assume that these tablets werenlsitui and covered over when the
interior was being renovated in 1864. Previously #isle was much wider and the
seating was traditional box pews. The replacememtspwere, it seems, designed by
James Welland. Drawings of them deposited with Representative Church Body
Library are almost certainly by him. So advises Raymond Refausee, the librarian
there. As can be seen from the sketch below ofrtegior of the church, the Chancel
has been completely remodelled, the Font has besedrto the rear of the church, the
Pulpit to the north side close to the O’Brien moremtnand a colonnade of three arches
erected to the front. We are not sure if this reatloty was completed at this time as
Wellands drawings only depict the pews.
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Plan of the church layout previous to renovatioh$8%4, from a drawing by James Pain

The inscriptions on the tablets in the isle whiok @ow covered are as follows:-

1.

Miss Anne Colpoys, daughter of the late Georgp&ys Esg. who departed this
life the 28" of July 1817, aged 41 years.

Mary, the widow of the late George Colpoys of Be#ly Esq. died February
1822 aged 83 years.

Martha, the wife of John Colpoys of Ballycar Esqdiithe 2% of September
1841 aged 75 years.

Major John Colpoys, son of the late Georgs Colpss who departed this life
the 18" of March 1836 aged 71 years.

George Colpoys was high Sheriff of Clare in 1771.

Here lieth the body of James Fitzgerald, late Stbnehall Esq. deceased
November the 171750 aged 45.

Also here lieth the body of his son Edward Fitaigiof Carrigoran Esq. former
representative in Parliament for this county, diéatch the 18 1814 aged 78.

Edward Fitzgerald was a member of parliament reprég Co. Clare 1777-
1790

Here lieth the body of Hugh Hickman Esqg. whoattgd this life the third day
of October 1722

We believe this is Hugh Hickman who was JustitbeoPeace in 1715.

Here lieth the body of John Harrison, deceakedLd” of December 1735 aged
26 years. His father Robert Harrison died Januseyl8' 1740 aged 83 years.
Erected by his wife Mary Harrison, now deceasedyusti 14' 1759.

The Robert Harrison mentioned is most likely Jest€the Peace in 1708 and
1734 and High Sheriff in 1709.
9



On the 28 of July 1869 the Bill for the disestablishmenttbe Church of
Ireland was passed in Parliament after more thgwaa of hard bargaining and broken
promises. The act was to take effect from tfleflJanuary 1871. This meant that the
Church of Ireland would no longer be supported g state and all funds for its
functioning had to be self resourcing. The Stateded over property valued at
£7,581,075 to the church. In Kilnasoolagh paristvéner, the glebe and lands had to be
purchased as they were not part of the lands whiele handed over. The funds
donated to Kilnasoolagh parish for the purchasint® glebe submitted to the vestry in
1875 were as follows:-

Mrs Fitzgerald £25..00..00

Colonel Edward Fitzgerald £100..00..00

Colonel Charles Fitzgerald £25..00..00

Commutation of Clerk and Sexton £95..03..04

Transfer from Diocesan Account £60..00..00

Lord Leconfield £100..00..00

Interest £10..14..08

Private Endowment Fund Allocation £188..17..03
£604..15..03

In March 1878, the vestry resolved..... “that the IB.@e requested to inform

the Select Vestry when the purchase of the gledebkan completed, and what balance
was left to the credit of Kilnasoolagh parish”.

In 1882 the vestry resolved.... “that the secretaoynmunicate with Mr.
Maxwell with a view to having the portion of grougdren by Sir Augustine Fitzgerald
conveyed to the R.C.B.” This is the portion of grduo the rear of the church and was
provided by Sir Augustine Fitzgerald for use by ttmengregation of Kilnasoolagh
church as a burial ground extension. This ground dly consecrated the following
year.

In 1883 the vestry, recognising the Reverend R&gLit's long service to the
parish resolved that.... “he be allowed to retainuke of the glebe and lands during his
life with his full retiring pension of £220 a yeand that out of this sum he pays the
incoming clergyman the sum of £50 a year in liehisfresidence”.

Two years later, Lord Inchiquin recommended touéstry that an iron safe be
purchased to hold parish records. Perhaps thisreshgbhe survival of parish records
dating from 1763.

In 1888, a scale of charges for interments in tte/eyard was set. The fees were as
follows:-

Parishioners Non-Parishioners
Gentry 10s. 00d 15s. 00d.
Farmers, shopkeepers ect. 5s. 00d. 786d.
Labourers, Mechanics ect. 2s. 06d. 3s. 06d.

Where a head stone is erected

Gentry £1. 00s. 00d. £1. 1090d.
Farmers, shopkeepers ect. 10s. 00d. 15s. 00d.
Labourers, Mechanics ect. 5s. 00d. 7s00d.

For any enclosure (subject to the consent of thecseestry as to position and
space) 1/- per square foot. For mural tablets withé church £3 0s. 0d.
10



These fees were brought about by the need forasecke funding of the church
as some families had moved from the district. Aisothe same year, the following is
recorded.... “that this meeting, feeling the deepigalion that the parishioners of
Kilnasoolagh are under to Sir Augustine Fitzgermd his endowment of the parish
with the magnificent sum of £5,000 pounds, herebghwio express their hearty
gratitude for this timely succour in their hourreded and that this resolution be entered
on the minutes of the parish book and a copy ofesémnwarded to Sir Augustine
Fitzgerald”.

The Easter Vestry of 1893 recorded Sir AugustirEath and extended their
deep sympathy to Lady Fitzgerald. A mural tables wa be erected in the church to
record Sir Augustine’s munificence.

The same vestry also approved the erection |
of a mural tablet to Lieutenant Colonel
Thomas Edward Stopford Hickman.

A metal Cross upon a tripod placed in front of themmunion Table in St.
Bartholomew’s Church, Dublin, distressed memberthefvestry. A petition was to be
presented to the Bishop of the Diocese, and the@eBynod of the Church of Ireland,
expressing the pain which the Vestry felt of themg done to the Church of Ireland by
the “strange innovation” introduced by the incumbemd Select Vestry of St.
Bartholomew’s.

In 1914, Lady Inchiquin presented the church witkeautiful embroidered cloth
for the Communion Table. This cloth is in rich buingy velvet and is still in use.

The next year, a very handsome collecting platehefsame pattern as the one
already in use, was presented by Lady Fitzgerald.

In 1917, the then rector, Reverend Canon Stantstenteered to take service
as an army chaplain in England and was posted tgmWeth for six months. The
Reverend W.H.Brown, rector of Quin parish, took roresponsibility for Kilnasoolagh
during his absence. Mr. W.W.A.Fitzgerald also utmsk war work in France with the
Church Army and such was his energy and devotiah e was publicly thanked by
Prebendary Wilson Carlisle, their head and founder.

The amalgamation of smaller parishes was discuss&819. Due to decreasing
numbers and a smaller income it was necessaryltaceethe number of incumbents.

Lady Inchiquin in 1921, donated hymn books with mader the choir and fifty
more hymn books for the use of the congregatiore ®as also thanked for her
continued interest in the music at services, favjling the organist’s stipend, and for
her own accomplished organ playing.
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Also in 1921 a handsome bronze memorial plaquédontemory of war dead
with connections to Kilnasoolagh parish had beeected beside the pulpit. The
inscription of the bronze plague reads:-

TO THE GLORY OF GOD
and in memory of those from this parish who made
THE SUPREME SACRIFICE
in the great war of
1914-1918
Lieut. The Honourabe Desmond O’Brien, RNAF
2" Lieut. Harold Taylor, Royal Dublin Fusiliers
Sgt. Richard Wolfe, M.M. Royal Irish Rifles
Pte. Samuel Stevens, Leinster Rgt. And Royal IrisRifles
Pte. Sydney L.B.White, (Rgt. Transport) Royal Berkkire Rgt.

A smaller plaque, also in brass, was erected iptineh commemorating the names of
officers and other ranks who had fought in Franmkelsewhere and was unveiled by
Lord Inchiquin and dedicated by the Right ReverBndBerry, Lord Bishop of Killaloe
in March of that year.

The inscription reads as follows:-

The following from this parish gave their servicesn the
Great War of 1914-1918
In Mesopotamia

Lt. Colonel T Edgar Taylor Royal Irish Regiment

In France

Capt. The Hon. H. Barnaby O’Brien MC Irish Guards wd.
Capt. W. Alfred Taylor Royal army Medical Corpshd.
Capt. The Hon. Donough E.F.O’Brien Rifle Brigade wd.
Lieut. N.Vivian Taylor London Regt. (The Queensyd.
Lieut. William Barker, M.C. Leinster Regt. wd.
Sgt. James Craig Irish Guards wd.
Cpl. Edward Parker Royal Inniskillen FusiliersWd.
Pte. Samuel Craig Royal Dublin Fusiliers

Pte. Thomas Craig Royal Inniskillen Fusiliers
Pte. Thomas Parker Canadian Field Artillery

Pte. Thomas Morrow Irish Horse

W.W.A Fitzgerald, Esq. Inspector — Church Army

In West Africa

Chief Petty Officer Henry Wisdom R.A.F. (Arm.rcaf)

In Gallipoli, Egypt or Palestine

Sgt. William T. Carter Machine Gun Corps'“Hatt.
Cpl. Herbert Parker Royal Inniskillen

In England

The Rev. Canon Arthur H. Stanistreet-Chaplin ™. Batt. Dorset Regt.

The Hon. Phaidrig L. O’Brien Cadet Corps. R.A.F.

The Hon. K. Beryl O’Brien V.A.D.

Miss M. Eva Stoney Y.M.C.A.

The service-men surnamed “Taylor” on both the abglaques were all brothers
and sons of a former rector of Kilnasoolagh chuiRey. Thomas Taylor.
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The only reference in the Vestry Minute Book te tpolitical state of the
country between 1763 and 1960 occurs in 1921 niplyi states.... “as the charges on
the glebe including rates and taxes are very heawgg to the disturbed condition of
the country at the present time, Lord Inchiquingased that £50 5s. 4d. should be
given to the incumbent to meet these charges”. Atsiothe first time, women were
permitted to register as members of general vebloyever, only Lady Inchiquin and
Mrs Stanistreet, the rector's wife, turned up taister at the school house in
Newmarket-on-Fergus on the"2&ebruary 1921.

The following year the vestry recorded the losscive parish and community
member Mr. W.W.A.Fitzgerald who was leaving the iglarfor England. The
Fitzgerald’s lived in Carrigoran House, a large désne opposite the church.

1927 saw the uniting of Quin parish with Kilnasaogh. Some years later the
slates were removed and used to re-roof Kilnasootagrch.

Lord Inchiquin had passed away and at the 193QeEagestry the rector,
Reverend William Blood Smyth, spoke of his sterlinbgaracter and his splendid
example of devoted churchmanship. As women could he churchwardens in the
Church of Ireland, he appointed Lady Inchiquin asct@r's Church Warden, in
appreciation of all that she and her late husbal done for the parish. She was the
first lady to be appointed to office in KilnasodtagA resolution was also proposed by
Mr. W Andrews and seconded by Mr. W.R.Craig, thnt vestry should recognise the
peers example, churchmanship, generosity, kindemregsiationalism.

At a special vestry meeting in September of 1988 ,Dowager Lady Inchiquin
submitted a design for a Lych Gate which she desoesrect to the memory of her late
husband, at the entrance to the new graveyarcetoetlr of the church. The beauty and
appropriateness of the Lych Gate was greatly adiing all and permission was
immediately granted for her to proceed. The LycheGaas constructed by master
stonemasons the Clancy’s of Moohaun.

The Lych Gate at the entrance to the graveyardeatdar of Kilnasoolagh church.
Erected in memory of Sir Lucius O'Brieff' Bart. (1" Baron Inchiquin) who died in
1929, Erected by his widow Ethel Jane Foster.

Drawing by Hilary Gilmore
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Kilnasoolagh parish was united with Clonlea (Ksken) and Kilfinachta
(Sixmilebridge) parishes in 1949. During 1954, tketor took on the chaplaincy of
Shannon Airport which was expanding with an inaregashumber of residents. A
church, Christ Church, was opened there in 196 $hared between the Church of
Ireland, Methodist and Presbyterian congregati@ieat celebrations were held on the
8" July when the church was dedicated by The RighMeRsd Henry A. Stanistreet,
Bishop of Killaloe. Speeches were presented byntiréster for transport and Power,
Erskine Childers T.D. (later to become presidentirefand), Dr. Brendan O’Regan,
chairman of SFADCO< the Lady Mayoress of Limerithks. Frances Condell and
others. This year, 1992, Christ Church celebrasethirtieth anniversary.

A new rectory was purchased at Shannon in 1964tace the old glebe and
lands in Newmarket-on-Fergus. The Sparsely Poplilateas Commission reclaimed
£2,000 which they had spent on the old rectoryitepa balance of £6,000 to the credit
of Kilnasoolagh parish for the purpose of the passghof a new rectory. This new
rectory was in turn sold in 1979 after amalgamatiaf Drumcliffe Union with
Kilnasoolagh and Shannon. This occurred after #tgement of Canon Kirkpatrick,
rector of Ennis, the previous year. Also, around time the sexton’s cottage near
Newmarket-on- Fergus was sold.

The Entrance Gate to Kilnasoolagh Church
Drawing by Hilary Gilmore
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KILNASOOLAGH CHURCH TODAY

Kilnasoolagh church and graveyard is surrounded high random rubble wall,
rendered with lime plaster. It is approached thioag elliptical arched gateway hung
with a heavy iron gate. Surmounting the arch isregular cut-stone design originally
used for another purpose. Perhaps it was part ofaalier church on the site. It is
thought that this gate way dates back to 1760.

The present church, built in a simple gothic sthies a wide gravel path up to it
with headstones on either side. Though small anthaa seating capacity for only a
hundred, it is well proportioned and handsomes lpproximately ten metres wide and
twenty three metres long and eight metres at ghdst. Attached to the west end is a
square foundationed bell tower in which is the @mte door. Above the door is a
decorative circular carved stone design. Closeh®top of the bell tower are four
elliptical arched openings, one each side, whiehfisted with wooden louvers and just
above them, crenulated battlements. It is surmalubyean eight faceted spire of hewn
limestone. This is a new spire fitted in 1992 a#tterm damage destroyed the old one in
1991.

At the corners of the body of the church are conet
staged buttresses or supports which reach to the fu
height of the building and which are finished widrved
limestone finials. There is also one finial on dy@ex of
the roof just above the east window. In the soudii are
five stained glass windows which have been set into
bevelled switch-line tracery of carved limestonbeeast
window is also of a switch-line tracery design seb
bevelled carved limestone. A small building behthe
vestry houses the oil-fired boiler which heats therch.

It was installed by Mr. Brendan Salmon in 1986. ks

to Mr. Joseph Hayes the existing stone chimneywitised. The cost of the installation
was met through a contribution from the Beresfoudd; from parish funds and from a
donation by Mr. and Mrs. Edwin Andrews of Knappodiestle. The eves of the church
which are finished with a concave arch in hand hémestone have unfortunately had
to be covered up to facilitate new guttering.

The entrance door from the porch to the intesoa imemorial, presented to the
church by Mrs. Iris Lipozey, daughter of the Remer€anon S.F.Ferguson, in memory
of her parents. Canon Ferguson was rector of thetpftom 1948 to 1961. Mrs. Edwin
Andrews of Knappogue Castle was asked by the Séksiry to design the door which
is constructed in the traditional manner from matmgg with panels and small glass
inserts in the centre upright. It was dedicatedBlshop Stanistreet in 1969, at the same
time as the commissioning of Mr. Albert R. Cunniaghas lay reader for Shannon and
Kilnasoolagh parishes.

Entering the church through this memorial doorwang is struck by the warmth of the
interior. The walls are painted a mild yellow aheé teiling mustard. The white beading in the
ceiling is sparsely decorated with regular golgléileaf designs. The nave is carpeted with a
rich cherry red carpet. The carpet on the isley #ie same colour, was presented to the church
by Dr. and The Hon. Mrs. H Beecher Chapin of Quiavirhe west wall bears a very beautiful
memorial in alabaster to Sir Augustine Fitzgeraltich was erected by his wife in his memory.

There are many notable mural tablets on the wiadi) north and south, but the most
noteworthy is that dedicated to Sir Donat O'Brielmowived from 1642-1717. This memorial by
William Kidwell (1662-1736) is situated on the rfogide of the chancel and is surrounded by a
wrought iron railing with hinged gates. (see sefgamaticle end of this history) The high
wooden colonnade of three arches which separateshhncel from the nave is set on a
limestone plinth. The wooden open arched pulpépproached from the chancel. The lectern,
on the opposite side, is of lacquered brass witbllsend floral design. Behind it is the wooden
reading desk. 15
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The Fitzgerald Monument on the west wall to the oéahe church

This Tablet is erected by Dame Clara Emma Fitzgkraln memory of her loved and loving
husband Lieutenant Colonel Sir Augustine Fitzged8ldaronet of Carrigoran in this County
and Travayler Cornwall.

Born 12" March 1809 died 31January 1893

Sir Augustine Fitzgerald entered the army in 1888 mined the Bengal Horse Atrtillery in
1825. He served with distinction under general &tlin the Afghanistan Campaign of 1842
taking part in the forcing of the Khyber Pass andtie actions of Tizeen Hoti-Kotal and the
recapture of Cabul. He served on the staff of thesE Artillery at the battle of Znaharajpoor

and commanded the artillery in the Black Mountdiiaia in the Hazara country in 1852-1853.
For his excellent service on these occasions hetlwas times mentioned in despatches and
received five medals and the Indian Clasp havingroanded the"™s Troop of the % Brigade.
He retired as Lt. Colonel in 1853.
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The baptismal font of hand-
hewn stone is situated at the west
end of the nave at the rear of the
church. The font was moved to this
position during renovations carried
out in 1864.

Opposite is a very fine drawing of the font
created by Hilary Gilmore for this
publication.

In the sanctuary stand two tall brass twin shadédamps now successfully
converted to electricity, as are also the eightchiag lamps in the nave. Two steps lead
from the nave to the chancel. Above which hangsaadcorona supporting three dome
shaped lamps. This corona was presented to theckchor 1921 by Mr. W.W.A
Fitzgerald to commemorate the safe return of Liea¢ W. Barker, M.C. Leinster
Regiment from action in the Great War. In 1959 tt&" Baron Inchiquin had
undertaken to fit the church throughout with eleciight in appreciation for his
recovery from a hunting accident which occurredl850. The fortunate decision to
convert the existing oil lamps to electricity adptsatly to the ambience of the church.

The east window in Kilnasoolagh church

The east end of the church is plain but
is relieved by the lovely reredos in dark green
velvet which hangs behind the Holy Table.
This was presented to the church by Mrs. Sadie
Blake in memory of her late husband Robert. A
step leads up to the sanctuary above which is
the delightful stained glass window which
replaced the plain glass one fitted in 1815. The
new window was presented to the church by
the Trustees of Kirwan House Female
Orphanage in Dublin, through the good will of
Mrs. McCausland, then living in Quinville.
This window commemorates Elizabeth La
Touche of which family Mrs. McCausland was
a member. Lord Inchiquin chaired the meeting
of the Select Vestry which discussed the offer
of the window, and said that it was an excellent
thing for a member of a parish to give such a
gift and spoke strongly in favour of accepting
it. He stated that the parishioners should be
proud to have such a window in Kilnasoolagh
and something of great beauty and value would
be added to the church. The Provincial Bank
gave a £100 loan for fitting the window which
was paid off with donations from some
members of the congregation. The Bishop
dedicated it on December"61959, together
with a set of alter linen presented by Lady
Inchiquin in memory of Canon Ferguson’s son
Alistair Nevil Ferguson.
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On the west wall to the right as we enter there, wasil 1966, a large pipe
organ, but this fell into serious disrepair withadevorm and the effects of old age. In
1964 an estimate of £1,550 had been receiveddoegtoration but this coincided with
the necessity of a large expenditure on the chesdRrior. This involved repairs to
steeple and tower, louvers, bell supports, pordlinge vestry, east wall, gutters and
paths. An electric organ was then purchased froppétis of Shannon for £371. This
organ had a beautiful mellow tone and was playqubely by Mrs. Elizabeth Ruttle of
Ballyalla for many years. Music is now provided @ik player where pre-recorded
music with voice is played and the congregatiomoagEany. Bishop Edward Darling
was in November 1991, heard to declare at a parsth that Kilnasoolagh church has
the best recorded church music in the diocese. fdnish lunch was held in the Clare
Inn after he had conducted a conformation sentloe first in Kilnasoolagh for many
years. A chalice and paten which were given to &bolagh church by Sir Donough
O’Brien Bart. of Lemenagh and Dromoland were usedhat occasion. The silver is of
early Dublin make and although the assay markspartly obliterated by wear they
appear to represent the maker’s initials A.G. (AwdGregory), the Dublin assay mark
(crowned harp and date letter K 1694-5) in therrafyWilliam 111.

During the 18 century the chalice was altered to form a flagdnis completely
spoilt the original design and purpose of the sillre 1956 the flagon was restored to its
original design and again used as a chalice byngavie 18' century heavy silver lid,
handle and spout removed. The chalice as it etasisy is in its original form without
any later additions. The inscription on both thele and paten reads:-

“Ex Dono Donati O’Brien Baronetti in usum eccleBi#lanasulagh in comitatu Clare”

The gift of Donough O’Brien, Baronet, for use iretbhurch of Kilnasoolagh in County

Clare. This valuable communion silver is only usedsuch special occasions. In more
regular use is the silver from Quin parish churdhch was removed to Kilnasoolagh

when that church was closed.

The Chalice and Paten presented to Kilnasoolaghr€&hin 1686 by Sir Donough O’Brien
Photograph by P. O'Reilly
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The south wall windows
enhance the church beautifully, only
one of them being highly ornate. This is
the centre one which was presented to
the church by Mrs. Studdert of
Newmarket House. The inscription
reads “To the Glory of God in loving
memory of Major Charles Studdert.
Died 11" December 1887. erected by
his wife Elizabeth R. Studdert”. The
work is credited to R.Morris and Sons,
Kennelworth road, London. The
window depicts on the left St. Matthew
Chapter 13,v3. “He used parables to tell
them many things”. The parable of the
sower going forth to sow is depicted.
On the right it depicts St. John chapter
10,v11. “I am the good shepherd”,
which is a picture of Our Lord with a
lamb in his arms.
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The Studdert Memorial Window
in the South Wall

The window on the south wall to the rear
of the church, depicts the symbols of the
four gospels.

Matthew

Emblem of the Divine Man assigned to
St. Matthew because his gospel teaches
us about the human nature of Christ.

Mark _ _ _ Matthew Mark
A winged lion refers to his gospel which

informs us of the royal dignity of Christ.

Luke

A winged ox refers to his gospel which
deals with the sacrificial aspects of
Christ’s life.

John

A rising eagle refers to his gospel which
like an eagle flies highest in the sky. That
is nearest to the sun as St. John carries
our thoughts higher than any person to
the Son of God.
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On the 18 of November 1991, the spire of the church wasckthy a massive
bolt of lightening. This occurred at 1.50am on &vaind stormy night. Newmarket-on-
Fergus village was thrown into darkness. Electrioatallations in homes close to the
church were blown out and telephones were destraety when daylight came did
the full extent of the damage to the church becapparent. The north side of the spire
had a large hole blown in it by the force of thekst and the bell tower was cracked
both front and rear.

At an emergency meeting of the Select Vestry, nesbdeclared their
determination to restore the church just as it lbeeh. To this end Collins Steeplejacks
were employed to make the building safe. At fitstas planned to dismantle the spire
numbering the stones and rebuilding them as theg weginally positioned. However,
as time progressed the tower began to shift anddae rapidly taken down. A crane
with an attached skip was employed. James Malorgatifbeg was engaged to repair
the roof but the slates were so brittle that it wiasided to re-slate the whole roof,
installing new felt and slate laths. There were tpbions for restoring the spire. The
first was to construct a pre-cast cone in sectibosst it into position on the restored
tower and face it with cut stone. The other wasetmnstruct the complete tower and
spire in the traditional manner with a rubble wakide the ashlar faced spire. The
former option was chosen as the less expensivieedfnto. After months of discussions
with the insurance company an agreement was reamh@dames Malone was again
appointed to rebuild the belfry and spire to thsigie of Ove Arup who also supervised
the work of reconstruction. A programme of eveneswrganised to collect funds to
compensate for the shortfall in finances for thejgmst.

Perhaps one good thing has come about due toatialpdestruction of our
church and that is that this book, due to the dateation of our select vestry members,
has been compiled and printed. The church whilageetained under lock and key
may be visited after any Sunday morning servicectwhiegins at 11.30am, or by
appointment with a church warden. Do join us, edl\@elcome.

The Damaged Spire
which occurred 13
November 1991

Photograph by
Herbert Knowles
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An on site meeting with the builder James Malom@ndueconstruction.
Left to right — Rev. Raymond Doherty, Edwin Bailynes Malone,

David Craig, James Birch, Herbert Knowles.
Photograph by Douglas Reid

A recent photograph of the interior of Kilnasoolagjurch
Photograph by Edwin Bailey
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THE O’'BRIEN MONUMENT
by Conor O’Brien — Lord Inchiquin

In Kilnasoolagh Parish Church stands a large ormaieument to Sir Donough
O.Brien, f' Baronet of Leamaneh, (1642-1717). Donough wasltiest son of Conor
O’Brien and Maire Rua (nee McMahon). Conor wasekiliwhile leading his troops
against General Ireton’s Cavalry at Inchicronat681. Maire Rua may have been born
at Bunratty Castle as it was her mother’'s homeessuhcle was Donough, the Fourth
Earl of Thomand, called the “Great Earl”. She m#gpoeave been fostered at Urlan
Castle, less that a mile from Kilnasoolagh ChurahClancy stronghold, and was
friendly with her half cousin Aine MacMahon of Chgh Castle situated about two
miles to the south west on the Fergus estuary. éVMRina, in 1634, married Daniel
Neylon of Dyert O’'Dea, and in 1639 Neylon died lie@vthree young sons. That same
year she married Conor O’Brien of Leamaneh. Frois itiarriage came eight children
the eldest of which was Donough (Donatus). On #etdof Conor, Maire Rua married
a Cromwellian officer, John Cooper, to save heatestfrom confiscation and although
Conor and Maire Rua were Roman Catholics, Donohgh €ldest son became the first
of his line to become protestant. In 1674, Donougdrried Lucia, daughter of Sir
George Hamilton. She died two years later and in718e married widow Elizabeth
Gray. In 1686, he left Leamaneh Castle and toogarmanent residence at Dromoland
which is in the parish of Kilnasoolagh. He was tedaa Baronet on the accession of
James Il in 1686. He was one of the few Irishmemate who took no part in the
Williamite wars. He was Sheriff of Clare and heseal a small force to protect his and
his neighbour’s property. Although the Jacobiteedé&s in effect signalled the end of the
old Gaelic pre-eminence, Donough was one of thevita benefited in the long term.
He survived the summons to Dublin to explain hisoas during the war, to Williamite
Council. The Earl of Inchiquin was instrumentabirpporting his actions.

By 1700, Donough was considered as
the richest commoner in Ireland. His eldest son
Lucius had married in 1701, Catherine
Keightley, the daughter of Thomas Keightley,
who was later to become Lord Chief Justice of
Ireland, and of Lady Frances Hyde, whose
sister was wife of James Il; and so Lucius was
related by marriage to the Queens of England,
Mary and Anne.

Sir Donough’s first will was made in 1689 and imné& requested that he be buried
on the north side of the communion table in Kilr@dagh Church and that a monument be
erected within two years of his death at a co€11&0. Again in his will of 18 November
1717, shortly before his death, he states thatiblees to be buried in Kilnasoolagh, by his

His wishes were carried out and William Kidwe
(1662-1736), an Englishman, was commissioned tagdes
suitable monument. This fine baroque monument sh8ws
Donough as an elderly gentleman wearing a wigjmeg on a
mattress. On each side of the figure are Corinth@amns on
top of which are cherubs drawing back curtainsrateoto give
Sir Donough a vision of heaven. There is a longagpi in
Latin, praising the many virtues and attributesSof Donough.
A translation of which appears below. Donough naolyo .
endowed the local protestant school, but also left !
Kilnasoolagh Church a superb silver chalice anémpat

Clenagh Castle- Sketch - Mike Higgins
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The O’Brien Monument in Kilnasoolagh Church
with a translation of the epitaph which is writtenin Latin.

£ 1.
L

Drawing by Hilary Gilmore

23



The Epitaph

“Pause on your Way and Look”
Beneath this marble is hidden the Mortal Part oN2OUS O’BRIEN Baronet
Who by the lineage of his Forefathers was Noble
By his own Virtues far Nobler
A Man truly made for Humanity
Wholly born for Faith, Friendship, Favour
In Bodily Stature he was Tall and Handsome
The Dignity in his Aspect, the Majesty in his Speec
The Gravity in his Gait, the Simplicity in his Magns
Were Tokens of Prudence, Calmness, Authority
As a Father you could see none more Indulgent
As a Grandfather none more Kindly
As a Husband none more Loving
As a Friend none more True
He lived not only for Himself and His but for Otlsefor his Country
He relieved the Poor without expecting Praiseftfor i
He watched over Public Funds without Party Spirit
He shared his Favour his Council his Table with all
To none (where need arose) did he deny Reproof
He showed himself everywhere a Patron of the CoohGlare
For thirty years he was Chairman of the Commissiathe Peace
Always courageous in Mind, most upright in Judgment
The Public Highways and Bridges prove him a Protect Trade
The Decorations of the Parish Church bespeak hilpitis Son
An Orthodox Clergyman disturbed by Impious Strife
Cast out from his Benefice and by Wicked Violeneelft of his
Flock Found shelter in his House
(whenever the Wickedness of the Times required)
Thus showing Danger to Himself and his Neighbours
Thus showing Charity to his Brother Man and hislZeaReligion
For these Merits Fortune heaped Rewards on him
His so conspicuous Virtues were adorned by WealthHonour
He was a Member of the Royal Privy Council undee€uAnne
His Patrimony, honestly and notably increased,dwubathed to his Children
To all Good Men he left grief for his Loss
He died on the 18day of November 1717 in the §ear of his Age
This Monument as a Lasting Memorial of true and
Sincere Goodness was placed here by Henry
His second and only surviving Son
At his own Expense

Translated from Latin
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It must be noted that this history was written 1992 and the
following information was correct at that time.

SOME FAMILIES OF THE PARISH

Colpoys of Ballycar House

Hampshire-man George Colpoys lived at Ballycar642. Twenty five years
later Lieutenant Colpoys, an officer in Ibrican’®®p, recommended himself for the
captanancy of the troop due to his Lordship’s absdrom Ireland and his neglect of
his soldiers. Members of the Colpoys family internieal with the O’Briens and other
leading local families. Catherine, a descendantemathtual heiress of George Colpoys
married John O’Callaghan of Kilgarvey in 1784. J&wipoys was High Sheriff of
Clare in 1748 and George Colpoys was High Shefi@lare in 1771.

There is a memorial plague to the memory of membiketise Colpoys family on
the north wall in Kilnasoolagh church, the insaoptreads as follows:-

Here lies the bodys of H.Y.Colpoys, who dyed th& 29
day of April and Catherine his wife who dyed thé"23
of November 1690. Here lies likewise the body offéane
Colpoys their daughter who dyed thé"iday of January 1684.

In the aisle of the church lies a stone tablet (cowered or perhaps removed) with the
following inscriptions:-

Miss Anne Colpoys, daughter of the late George @aEsq. who departed this
life the 28" of July 1817, aged 41 years. Mary, the widow efl#te George Colpoys of
Ballycar Esq. died February 1822 aged 83 years. thiarthe wife of John Colpoys of
Ballycar Esq.died the 27of September 1841 aged 75 years. Major John Celpsnn
of the late George Colpoys esq. who departed ifeithe 18' of March 1836 aged 71
years.

This family became extinct when the last male died.836. The house and
portion of the property is now occupied by memimdrthe Fitzgerald family.
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Studdert of Newmarket House

Charles Fitzgerald Studdert of Newmarket Housefdbhgh son of Thomas and
Anne (nee Fitzgerald) Studdert, was born in 1786ekhe was 23 he married Maria
Wogan, whose father was Deputy Keeper of the Rolleeland. Forty two years later
his third son, also Charles Fitzgerald Studdeherited the family property and its
attached farm. Educated at Trinity College, Dulthi@ married Elizabeth Putland of
Bray, but they had no family. Elizabeth presentezllieautiful stained glass window in
the centre of the south wall to Kilnasoolagh churcmemory of her husband who died
in 1887. (see picture on page 23)

On the south wall of the church are two mural tebie the memory of members
of the Studdert family. The inscriptions are asofeb:-

Erected
To the memory of
Charles Fitzgerald Studdert Esq.
Of
Newmarket House
Co. Clare
Who departed this life on the ®Kovember 1851
Aged sixty five years
Fourth son of the late
Thomas Studdert Esq.
Of
Bunratty Castle
The Lord gave and the Lord hath taken away.
Blessed be the name of the Lord. Job Chapter &\&&rs

To the glory of God
and in loving memory of
George Studdert Studdert
Son of
Charles Fitzgerald Studdert
of Newmarket House
Died at Moy House Lahinch
Jan 41919 aged 86
also of
Agnes his wife
who died June 141879 aged 40

This tablet is erected by
Their four surviving children

Blessed are the dead which die in the Lord. ReV.1X3

The McMahon family now live in Newmarket House
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Scott of Carrigerry House

Charles Creagh of Carrigerry (whose family wasambh of the O’'Neills),
Justice of the Peace, a Major in the Clare Milivas born in 1717. He was a son of
James Creagh of Cahirbane by his wife Anne, the dalighter of Giles Vandeleur of
Ralahine. His third daughter, Anne, by his wife lsay married John Fitzwilliam Scott
of Knappogue Castle, also a Justice of the Peaten@®rying, John Fitzwilliam moved
to Carrigerry. He acted as Church Warden, Treasur@mominator on many occasions
and died in 1912. John Scott, his grandson andJalsn’s sister Gyretha Scott gave
many years of faithful service to the church. Mie®tt is now a resident in Carrigoran
Nursing Home and Carrigerry House is now a coumiayor hotel run by the Hughs
family. On the south wall of the church is a mueddlet with the following inscription:-

To the memory of Fitzwilliam Angel Scott J.P.
of Carrigerry — Born Jan 41856 — Died March 161912
eldest son of the late John Fitzwilliam Scott J.P.
of Knappogue Castle Quin
as Church Warden — Nominator and Parochial Treastertaboured
unceasingly for over 35 years in the interesthiaf parish
He was loved and respected by all
This tablet is erected by the parishioners of Ksbmalagh
as a small token of their affectionate regard astdeam
“Well done good and faithful servant” St. Matt. X>X@Q4

Creagh of Cahirbane House

Charles Creagh of Lisduff and his wife Anne, (neatihdw of Thomastown,
Co.Tipperary) who was a niece of the Earl of LIdfidaoved to Cahirbane in 1719.
Their son, Andrew, married Elizbeth Fitzgerald @fr@oran House in 1752. They had
an only daughter Anne (Massey) and a son JamegiCoéadCahirbane, J.P. who in
1792 married his cousin Anne Vandeleur of Ralahlimere are three mural tablets to
the memory of members of the Creagh family, ingwms as follows:-

To the memory of
James Creagh Esq. of
Cahirbane in the County of Clare
who departed this life'sJune 1845
aged 92 years
and of his wife Anne Vandeleur
who died 28 March 1832
aged 72 years
This tablet was erected
by their surviving children
in remembrance of the many virtues
of their beloved and much lamented parents
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Sacred

To the memory of
Bessie

The beloved wife

Of
Colonel G.V.Creagh
Who departed this life
239 May 1854

In memory of
Capt. James Creagh R.N.
of Cahirbane
who died 25° March 1857
and Grace Emily his wife
daughter of The O/Moore
of Cloghan Castle — Kings Co.
who died 1891
And their children
Garret O’'Moore
who died 1847 aged 9

Anne Vandeleur
who died in 1858 aged 19
Hubert Bateman Butler
who died 1857 aged 11
Lieut. Arthur R. McDonald R.N.
killed in service 1881 aged 29
Augustine Rowland
Assistant Commissary General
who died 1887 aged 31
and Letitia Longfield wife of
Brigadier O’'Moore Creagh V.C.
who died 1875

Fitzgerald of Carrigoran House

Lieutenant General Sir Augustine Fitzgerald waste@ a baronet in 1821. Sir
Augustine’s father, Edward, was a Member of paréatrfor County Clare from 1777
to 1790. His grandfather, James, was a Fitzgefaklanehall and his son Edward
moved to Carrigoran when he was left much of tret peoperty of Colonel Augustine
Fitzgerald of Silvergrove. In 1828 the FirzgeraldfsCarrigoran owned almost fifteen
thousand acres in Clare, much of it along the cimast Lahinch to Miltown Malbay.
Moy House, Lahinch was the family’s summer resi@ei®ir Augustine was High
Sheriff for the county in 1871 and a Justice of Bleace in 1847. His two children were
tragically drowned, his son in Lough Ash in thewgrds of Cardiogram just opposite
Kilnasoolagh church and a daughter near Lahinchmvehe was swept off the rocks by
a freak wave. On Sir Augustine’s death, his browdliam inherited the family
properties. Another brother, Colonel Charles Fitagewas a highly commended
military officer (see transcript of a mural tabtet the north wall of the church).
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In the aisle of Kilnasoolagh church lay a stondeialith the following
inscription:- (now covered over or removed)
“Here lieth the body of James Fitzgerald, late winghall Esq. deceased
November the 1771750 aged 45, also, here lieth the body of his son
Edward Fitzgerald of Carrigoran Esq. formerly reyergative in
Parliament for this county, died Marci 8814 aged 78”

On the north wall are the following mural tabletsmemory of members of the
Fitzgerald family:-
In Affectionate Remembrance
Sir George Cumming Fitzgerald latd Bragoon Guards
Fifth Baronet of Carrigoran Newmarket-on-Fergus Clare
of Killibegs Co.Kildare and Travayler, Penzance
born 12" September 1823
entered into rest fbMay 1908
He was indeed a Christian gentleman in the truest
sense without ostentation or loud profession but
making one feel his sincerity and kindness.

To the memory of
Lieut. General Sir Augustine Fitzgerald
of Carrigoran, Baronet
A soldier and servant of his Saviour and his God
who departed this life thé®3lay of December 1834
aged 67 years
To the memory of him
whose life was an example of kindness
to his family and friends
of bounty and beneficence
to those who stood in need
of zeal for the prevalence of the truth
as itisin Jesus

To the
Memory of
Colonel Charles Fitzgerald C.B.
Of the sixth Bengal Cavalry
Younger brother of

Lieut General Sir Augustine Fitzgerald Bart.

Of Carrigoran in this county
He died in London on the T8April 1859 aged 72

The services of this gallant soldier are thus réedrin the general orders issued
to the army by his Excellency the Commander in Chirethe brilliant victory obtained
at Seetabulde near Nagpore on th8 Bévember 1817.

G.O. “The 3rd troops of the"6Bengal Cavalry under Captain Fitzgerald have
established a claim to the highest commendatiog.jlitigment and decision displayed
by Captain Fitzgerald in seizing the happy momaeant dttack will ever speak the
highest eulogium on that officer’'s professionalllsand ability and the gallantry and
perseverance of this small but formidable body,celats merits in the most
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distinguished rank, nor is it too much to add ttiat arduous contest which had been
supported for 18 hours by the persevering gallaotrthe infantry was decided by the
discipline and enterprise of that gallant detachnoewler Captain Fitzgerald”.

Carrigoran House is now occupied by the Sister€ludrity of the Incarnate
Word where a rest home is operated.

Hewitt of Granahan Castle (how Smyth)

The Hewitts moved to Granahan Castle from neartugBoro sometime before
1799. Henry Hewitt was an Attorney and County Syoveln 1766, he executed maps
for Sir Lucius O’Brien and two years later carr@at a major county survey including
the town lands within the parish of KilnasoolagheTpresent owner, Miss Anne
Smyth, inherited the property together with hee latother Kenneth from her relatives,
the last bearers of the Hewitt family name to lhexe. The Hewitt crypt is in Fenloe
graveyard.

Singleton of Ballygirreen House

In 1763, John Singleton was a very regular attendember of Kilnasoolagh
Select vestry. Twenty two years later his sons, &dwsingleton and John Singleton
Jnr. Are recorded as attending. In 1792, John &iagl Jnr. Married Jane Blood of
Ennis. Ballygirreen House is now occupied by that€ltoe family.

Canny of Clonmoney House

In 1793, Anthony Canny first attended Easter Vedtour years later Denis Canny was
appointed Church Warden and in 1824 Anthony Canag appointed Commissioner
for the collection of tithes. In 1813 a Mr. Cannpmwthe Clare Gold Cup trophy at
Ballycoree races. This property is now occupiedheyFitzgerald family.

Craig of Ballagh Quin

Samuel Craig came to Dromoland from Newbliss Condw@n as a blacksmith on the
Dromoland estate. Samuel’'s son, Robert became gspek and served under three
Lords Inchiquin and lived in Mooghaun Lodge on &state. Roberts son David, at the
age of fifteen began working in the sawmill on #state and later in 1948 opened his
own cycle shop in Ennis. In 1968, Robert and Davioved to Ballagh where they
purchased a farm and David later married Audreynfrlgf Mountshannon. Both David
and Audrey serve on the vestry of Kilnasoolagh chur

Fitzgerald of Shepperton

The Shepperton Fitzgeralds, kinsfolk of the Camagofamily, moved here from
nearby Castlekeale. The Fitzgeralds of Carrigoracaine the landlords of this estate
and in 1850 the house and lands were leased ta@aptilliam J. Owen. The Bishop
of the Diocese was later asked to approve the allmt of a pew in Kilnasoolagh
church to the Owen family for the duration of thstiay in the parish. This property is
now owned by the Malone family.
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Hickman of Fenloe House

The Hickman’s were descended from a Surrey merckaegory Hickman. His
first wife was Rhoda Felton by whom he had ThomaBarntic. By his second wife,
Jane Hubbert of Dromore, he had Walter Hickman &re, Hugh Hickman and
Henry Hickman of Ballykett. Henry married Honora Mahon and their son Hugh
married Anne Hastings. Of their three children, Mias of Brickhill's daughter became
the wife of James Caulfield K.P$'Earl of Charlemont, who was Commander in Chief
of the Volunteer Army of Ireland 1779. Mary marriSit Edward O'Brien, 2 Bart of
Dromoland and Luke married Gertrude Westropp. Adteaid on their home in 1846,
Hugh Hickman who was Luke’s great grandson, mowatdod Fenloe for a time and
took his family to Tenby in Wales. They soon readrand his second son Stopford
Cosby Hickman became High Sheriff in 1909. The Hieks subsequently left Ireland.
In 1784, Luke Hickman disposed of his interest ipeav in Kilnasoolagh church to
John Singleton of Ballygireen. In the aisle of Kidoolagh church, (now covered over
or removed) lay a stone tablet with the followinggaription:-

“Here lieth the body of Hugh Hickman Esq. who dégehr
this life the third day of October 1722”.

We believe this was the Hugh Hickman who wascpisti the Peace in 1715.

On the north wall of the interior of the church foar mural tablets dedicated to the
memory of members of the Hickman family. The insons are as follows:-

Sacred to the memory of
Hughy) Palliserz) Hickman Esq. D.L.
of Fenloe Co. Clare
who died on the'®day of October 1883
aged 78 years
Erected in fond remembrance by his wife
and children
Also in memory of
Caroline Amelia
third daughter of the above
who died on the 27day of January 1882
aged 27 years
“The gift of God is eternal life through
Jesus Christ our Lord” Romans VI-23

In Loving Memory of
Sophia Angel St. John Hickman
Daughter of the Right Hon.and Most Reverend
Edward Stopford — Bishop of Meath
and widow of Hugh Palliser Hickman Esq. D.L.
of Fenloe Co.Clare
who entered into rest™4June 1889

Her noble Christian life, her loving unselfishnes&l unfailing power of sympathy,
endeared her to all who knew her and created ihélaets of her children that monument
which she would have and which no stone can commegmaor words express.

Thy sun shall no more go down, neither shall Thymwaithdraw itself,
for the Lord shall be thine everlasting light. igdalLX.20
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1)

(2)

To the Glory of God
In Loving Memory of
Stopford Cosby Hickman D.L.
Major Royal Horse Artillery
Of Fenloe — Newmarket-on-Fergus
Who died Feb. 281916

In sure and certain hope

In Loving Memory of
Lieut. Colonel
Thomas Edward Stopford Hickman
21% Hussars
Of Fenloe in this county

A brilliant cavalry officer, a firm friend and an
affectionate brother. He earned the respect areldbv
all who knew him, and especially of his sorrowing
brothers and sisters by whom this tablet is erected

He died while in command
of the 2F' Hussars
at Secunderbad
on the 28 October 1892
aged 47

Notes on Hickman:

Hugh Hickman married a daughter of Edward SiohfBishop of Meath and
her brother, Archdeacon Stopford was an adviseGladstone during the
disestablishment of the Church of Ireland. The chum Ireland gained
considerable concessions due to his efforts.

The Palliser family lived in Bunratty in what how the Bunratty Castle Hotel
according to a reference in a police report in DuBlastle.

O’Brien of Dromoland

The O’Briens of Dromoland were once one of the npasterful and influential
families in Munster. They can trace their ancediack to Brian Boru. Sir Donat
O'Brien, 1°' Baronet of Dromoland and eldest son of Maire Ruadr second marriage
to Conor O’Brien of Lemenagh was at one time saidbé¢ the wealthiest man in
Ireland. It is generally believed that Sir Donatswiastrumental in having the first
“Protestant” place of worship built in Kilnasoolaghthe time of his coming to live at
Dromoland in 1686. He had one son, Lucius, by ingt fnarriage to Lucia Hamilton
and three further children, Henry, Honora and HBleth, by his second marriage to
Elizabeth Deane. Lucius predeceased his fatheolmg £leven months in 1717 leaving
four children by his marriage to Catherine Keightiyenry was the origin of the
Stafford O’Brien line of the family at Cratloe.

Through the past three centuries the O’Briens ldaged an active part in the
life of the country both political and commercitdeed so high was the esteem in
which Donough O'Brien, 18 Baron Inchiquin was held, that he was approacbed t

32



become the first president of Ireland as an agoeedidate before the honour fell to
Dr. Douglas Hyde. The O’Briens have also playedaative part in the life of the
church and many mural tablets have been erectemrtonemorate members of the
family. The following are the inscriptions on thertggether with the Kidwell

monument to Sir Donat O’Brien Bart. (see previodgle by Lord Inchiquin)

(on the south wall)

In Loving Memory of
Geraldine Mary O’Brien
born 16" June 1863 Died®February 1951
eldest daughter of the $8aron of Inchiquin
married T.G.Stacpool Mahon J.P., D.L.
of Corbally Quin & June 1886
and secondly John Blood
of Ballykilty Quin 21 October 1908

(beneath a south window)

In Loving Memory of
Edward Arthur O’Brien
son of Edward O’Brien
Barrister-at-Law
and nephew of the f3Baron Inchiquin
Born 1840 Died 1912

This tablet was placed here by his wife Edith

(beneath a south window)

To the Glory of God and in Thankful Remembrance of
Donough Edward Foster O’Brien, “L®aron Inchiquin
Born 5" January 1897 Died T9%ctober 1968
and his wife
Anne Molyneux Thesiger
2" daughter of ¥ Viscount Chelmsford
Born 17" December 1898 Died T®ugust 1973

(on the south wall)

To the Glory of God
and to the beloved memory of
Lucius William
15" Baron of Inchiquin
Born June 211864
Entered the fuller life Decembel'@929
And his wife
Ethel Jane
Born Dec. 18 1867 Died June'51940
Be thou faithful unto death and | will give theerawn of life
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(on the north wall)

In Loving Memory of
Murrough O’Brien
Born 8" Nov. 1866 Died 8 Sept 1934
Lt. Col. of the Northumberland Fusiliers D.S.O.,MO/
2" son of the 1% Baron Inchiquin
and his wife Emily Holmes a Court
Daughter of the ™ Baron Heytesbury

His ashes were scattered in Heytesbury Park, Wilts
and this tablet is erected by his widow Marguerite
and his sons Murough and Edward

(on the north wall)

To the glory of God and in loving memory of
Donough O’Brien M.A.
Son of the 1% Baron Inchiquin and his wife Ellen White
Eldest daughter of thé2Baron Annaly
Born 29" August 1879 Died 23September 1953
author of the “History of the O'Briens” and pedigreharts
of all branches of the family
He lies buried in Alexandria Egypt

This tablet is erected by his wife Rose

Also on the south wall above the reading desknsieal plaque with the following
inscription:-

Near this spot are deposited the remains of MraieManks of Limerick, Widow, who
bequeathed property exceeding £3,000 in trustuoin sharitable uses as to her
executor should seem fit. In the wide distributadrner bounty, the Poor of this Parish
(in which she long resided) and the Infirmary ohisnwere included and the principle

public institutions of the City of Limerick permanmtéy endowed.

As a tribute to her memory
and to record such munificence
this tablet
has been erected by her surviving executors
Rev.d Wm. Lewis and Daniel Gabbett Esq.
Under whose care the above sum nearly treblecth@unt.
1828
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The following plaque is erected on the south wall

Erected to
The memory of James Neville

District Superintendent

Of the Great Southern and Western Railway
Limerick

who died 28 January 1908

This plaque is erected by his numerous friendsaaimairers
as a token of their esteem and affectionate regard

Vicars of the Parish of Kilnasoolagh

From a biographical succession list of the clerfjthe United Dioceses of Killaloe,
Kilfenora, Clonfert and Kilmacduagh, by Rev.Cands.leslie,B.Lit.
by permission of the Representative Church Body

1256
1402
1402
1405
1405
1411
1422
1422
1424
1424
1443
1449
1452
1456
1474
1483
1483
1483

1615
1619
1622
1623
1630
1637
1639
1687
1714

Peter
Maurice O'Murgyssa
Cornelius O’Loynsig
Donatus McLanchega
James O’Lonyrgayn
Rory O’Lonyrgayn
Matthew Macanacreyung
Denis O’Dublaych
Donald Machayla
Donatus O’Dulayg
Dermit Macinnercheny
Matthew De Maccomara
John O’Flannura
Donatus Maconmara
John O’Fannura
Otho Donaldt Macnamara
Laurence O'Machan
Laurance Macconmara
(or McNoyerkyne)
Gregory Saich
John Yorke
Robert Sibthorpe
Nathaniel Chapman
Nathaniel Snow
John Balprick
Thomas Broome
John Hawkens
John Hickey

1716
1738
1754
1760
1782
1800
1802
1817
1823
1843
1849
1859
1884
1887
1895
1908
1922
1938
1948
1961
1966
1973
1979
1980
1985
1991
1994
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Benjamin Lloyd
William Barclay
William Trench
Joseph Janns
William MacDonnell
Robert Weldon
John Palmer
Robert Gabbett
Thomas Mehl
Thoma&&orge
JohslieeStawell
Robeltam Nesbitt
Edward Atelex Cooke
Thomas BibRwobertson
Thomas Taylor
Artdandel Stanistreet
Williamghistine Blood Smyth
Weskdy D
Sherard Freeman Statharguson
Ivan Ridley Kirkpatrick
Ralph Esdale Baxter
Noel Young
Thomas Andrew Hayden Foster
Maurice John Talbot
John Arthur Knowles
Raymond WillRatrick Doherty
Robert Chatema



1179

1197

1217
1218
1231
1253
1282
1299
1318
1322
1326
1343
1355
1391
1400
1411
1428
1429
1431
1435
1443
1460
1463
1483
1526
1546
1554
1576
1613
1633
1647
1661
1669
1675
1693

14)
15)

Bishops of the Diocese of Killaloe

O’Gerruidhir 1054 1696 Thomas Lindsay, tr. to Rag
Thady O’Lonergan 1161 1713 Sir Thomas Vessy,.Bario Ossory
Donough O’Brien 1164 1714 Nicholas Foster,tiRphoe
Constantine O'Brien, dep.1194 1716 Charles Carr

Donnell O’'Gunning, dep.1195 1740 Joseph StoryotKilmore

(?) Carroll O'Heney 1201 (?) 1742 John Ryttetp Down

Hugh O’Heney 1743 Jemmet Browne, tr. to Dromore
Connor O’Heney 1745 Richard Chenevix, tr. to Water
Robert Travers 1746 Nicholas Synge

David 1223 1771 Robert Fowler, tr. to Droenor
Donnell O’Kennedy 1779 George ChinneryatiCloyne
Isaac O’Cormican,res. 1780 Thomas Barnarth kimerick
Maurice or Matthew O’Hogan 1296 1794 Willigmox, tr. to Derry

David MacMahon 1803 Charles Dalrymple Liryd$a to Kildare
Matthew 1804 Nathanael Alexander, tDoovn

(?) Benedict O’Coskery 1804 Lord Robert Pongdrditenham
David Mac Brien or de Emly Loftus, oFerns

Thomas O’'Hogan 1820 Richard Mant, tr. to Bow
Thomas O’Cormican 1382 1823 Alexander Arbothn

Matthew (Magrath) 1828 Richard PonsonbyotPerry
Donough Magrath 1831 Edmund Knox, tr, tmérick
Robert de Mulfield or Lolringfeldt 1834 Chrigter Butson

Donough Magrath (again) 1836 Stephen Creaghes, tr. to Cashel
Eugene, disputed possession with next 1839 dlolauTonson (Baron Riversdale)
Thady Magrath 1862 William Fitzgerald

James O’Lonergan 1884 William Bennett Chester
Donough O’Brien, dep. (?) 1893 Frederick Ro¥Wamne

Thady Magrath 1897 Mervyn Archdale, res.

Mahon or Matthew O'Griffen 1912 Charles BenjaBowse, tr. to Cork
Turlough O’'Brien 1913 Thomas Sterling Bereg.

James Corrin 1924 Henry Edmund Patton

Connor O'Dea 1943 Robert McNeil Boyd, trDerry
Turlough O’Brien 1569 1945 Hedley Webster

(?) Murtogh O’Brien 1954 Richard Gordon Perdueo Cork
John Rider 1957 Henry Arthur Stanistreet

Lewis Jones 1971 Edwin Owen

Edward Parry 1650 1981 Walton N.F. Empey

Edward Worth 1985 Edward Flewett Darling

Daniel Wytter

John Roane

Henry Rider
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The Lectern The Pulpit
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The Reading Desk The Font

The William Kidwell
memorial to
Sir Donat O’Brien in
the chancel of
Kilnasoolagh church

See article by Lord
Inchiquin on page 27

Photographs by Edwin Bailey
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Interments in Kilnasoolagh Churchyard
(and elsewhere as indicated)

The following is a list of burials as recorded ihet parish register of
Kilnasoolagh Church. This list is almost completenf 1784 to the present day. The
only exceptions are from June 1829 to July 1843%s€&hrecords have been destroyed
and were part of the parish records now in theiaeshof the Representative Church
Body. This parish register was in extremely poonditon when handed over to the
R.C.B. in 1983 by the Reverend Maurice Talbot, hag now been beautifully rebound
but excluding the missing records for this period.

The register records, for the most part, intermeant the Church of Ireland
tradition. There are many more interments at Kiidsgh too numerous to mention
here, in the Roman Catholic tradition. These mayrispected in the records of the

Newmarket-on-Fergus Parish Roman Catholic Church.

The records show all documented burials for whi¢hreeral service was held in
Kilnasoolagh church, some of these interments naa been at other locations.

Name

Miss Honor Colpoys
John Colpoys Esqg.

Thomas Hickman Esq.

Mrs. Henrietta O’Brien
Miss Ellen Creagh
Samuel Cross

Ingram Blood

Adam Lee

George Kelly

Mrs. Anne Fitzgerald

Richard Fitzgerald Esq.

William Buttere Esq.
Mrs. Eleanor Byrne
Mrs. Jane Austin

Townland or Locality

Ballycar

Miss Catherine Anne Creagh

Luke Hickman Esq.

Miss Frances Chadwick

Mr. Charles Chadwick
John Singleton
George Austin
Augustine Walters
William Austin
John Blood

Miss Mary Spring
Michael Clancy
George Redford
Mr. McDonell
Lucius O’'Brien

Anne Maria Fitzgerald
Mrs. Mary O'Brien
John Hickman

Mr. John Spring

Mrs. Elizabeth Hallow
Anne Creagh

Austine Fitzgerald
William Spring

John Pauls

Joseph Woods
Fredrick Davison

Fenloe

Dromoland

Sheperton
Cratloe
Fenloe
Granaghan
Bunratty

Turine

Date

28.09.1784
02.10.1785
21.06.1789
07.07.1789
29.07.1789
21.01.1790
05.04.1790
18.04.1790
26.05.1791
04.11.1791
05.03.1792
22.03.1792
15.01.1793
26.08.1793
01.11.1793
13.01.1794
08.03.1794
10.01.1797
10.09.1797
27.09.1797
25.11.1797
18.01.1798
17.01.1799
09.01.1800
14.03.1800
13.09.1800
October 1800
07.12.1800

01.04.1801
14.10.1801
12.01.1802
18.01.1802
24.08.1803
26.07.1805
05.09.1809
20.02.1811
29.02.1811
04.04.1811
01.02.1814
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Age on@ment

-- Inéel at Kilnasoolagh

-- The Younger

- Sorkafward and Charlotte
(nee Hickman) O’Brien
-- Daughter of Charles Fitzgerald
-- RelaftDonat O'Brien Esq.



Col. James Fitzgerald
Major James Fitzgerald
Edward Singleton

John Singleton
Charlotte O’Brien
Donough O’Brien

Miss Anne Colpoys
Hannah Moloney

of Limerick

Ballycar

John Palliser Esq. Fenloe
Mrs. Margaret Studdert
Mrs Mary Macale County of Galway

Haddack Mason

Rev. Richard Fitzgerald
Edward Singleton

Mary Colpoys

Miss Marian Hallam
Emily Charlotte O'Brien

County of Limerick
Quinville
Ballycar

Thomas Hickman
Matthew Conroy
Elizabeth Tyson
Samuel Waters
Major Augustine Fitzgerald of City of Limerick

of City of Limerick

16.03.1814
08.10.1814
08.10.1814
22.07.1815
02.05.1816
15.05.1816
26.07.1817

Newmarket-on-Fergus 12.08.1817

08.09.1819
29.09.1819
05.03.1820

03.01.1821
w.1821
11.06.1821
08.02.1822
03.06.1822
June 1824

25.06.1824
28.05.1825
18.05.1827

30.09.1827

15.1829

Daughter of Bitward

Wife of John Moloney
Interred at Clonlohan

Wife of Rdaurice Studdert
Wife of Michael Macale and
daughter of DonaB@én Cratloe
Widow of John Ftagd
of the wood?
imf@f John Singleton
Widow@®@éorge Colpoys

DaughteiSaf Edward Bart.
and Lady Charlotte, died in the
same month as baptised.

38

50

54

Interred in therch of Drumline

Records for the period 1830 to 1842 have beenalgstrand no records for this period are now interise.
During this period Sir Edward O’Brien"8Bart.died on the I8March 1837 aged 64 years.

James Frazer Esq. Limerick 19.07.1843
Miss Miller Limerick 21.07.1843
Anne Hunt Newmarket-on-Fergus 16.02.1844
G.W.Maria O’'Brien Cecil St. limerick 17.05.1845
W. Clifford Newmarket-on-Fergus Dec. 1845
John O’Brien ? ?

Miss Elizabeth Fitzgerald Limerick 09.12.1846
Anthony Colpoys Esq. Ballycar 23.01.1848
Edward Flannery Limerick 10.07.1848
Jane O’'Brien or Fitzgerald Limerick 24.02.1849
Charles Barry Newmarket-on-Fergus  24.03.1849
Dorothea Julia Smyth Castle Fergus 01.01.1850
Penelope Chadwick Newmarket-on-Fergus 13.11.1850
Henry Water Dromoland 02.03.1851
Francis Keane Newmarket-on-Fergus 17.03.1851
James McDonnell Clonlara 16.04.1851
William Flood Carnakella 08.06.1851
Anne Fitzgerald Newmarket-on-Fergus  05.04.1852
Mary Fitzgerald Lr.Cecil St. Limerick 25.07.1855
Lady (Charlotte) O'Brien Dromoland Castle 02.10.885
MarcellaSingleton Quinville Abbey March 1857
Emily Frazer Henry st. Limerick 21.09.1857
Anna Austin Dromoland 31.01.1859
Hannah Frazer Woodhouse limerick 04.11.1859
Ellen Geraldine O'Brien Dromoland Castle 13.04.1860
Florinda Harris Clare Glebe 01.11.1860
Ellen Flood Karnakella 31.12.1860
Augusta Louisa Jane O'Brien — Dromoland Castle 43860
Isabella Singleton Quinville Abbey 04.04.1861
John Blood Esqg. Ballykilty 14.11.1861
Fitzgerald Blood Ballykilty 25.05.1864
Lucy Fitzgerald George’s St. Limerick 26.08.1864
Sir Edward Fitzgerald Carrigoran 16.03.1865
Jane Austin Newmarket-on-Fergus  25.03.1865

40

60

22
85

not a week ol
Idie3B1™. Reg. of Foot

19
60
67
65
02
75
19
28
68
73
15
11

12

Widow of Sir Edward O’Brier"®Bart.

Widow of Wiin Flood
5. daughter of Lord Inchiquin
by his first wife
63 Wife of John Singleton

57 Justiééhe Peace
59 tBar
77



Francis Blood Ballykilty 19.05.1865 10

John Cruise Newmarket-on-Fergus  25.03.1865 --

Mary Austin Newmarket-on-Fergus  08.08.1865 78

Margaret Darcy Newmarket-on-Fergus 24.11.1867 --

The Hon. Robert O’Brien Old Church, Limerick 09.0370 60

Charles Frazer Limerick 19.08.1870 -

Anne Williams Fenloe ? 27

Jane Scott Carrigerry 30.11.1871 20

Thomas Robinson Newmarket-on-Fergus  03.03.1872 92

The Rt.Hon. Lucius O'Brien Dromoland Castle 261832 72 18. Lord Inchiquin. 8. Baronet
James Hewitt Cratloe 04.04.1872 49

Douglas Robertson Dromoland 08.02.1873 21

Ellen Couch Newmarket-on-Fergus  02.04.1876 --

Bridget Arthur Newmarket-on-Fergus  05.03.1877 77

John Singleton Quinville Abbey 11.08.1877 84

Anthony Singleton 05.02.1878 77

John Fitzwilliam Scott ~ Carrigerry 24.05.1878 61

Hugh Singleton Hazelwood 04.10.1878 82

Edward D’Alton Singleton Hazelwood 24.12.1878 79

Mary Sargent Adare 27.12.1880 75

Charles Edward Fitzgerald Carrigoran 12.02.1881 --

Caroline Amelia Hickman Fenloe 01.02.1882 28

Hugh Palliser Hickman  Fenloe 11.10.1883 78

Maria Jackson Scott Carrigerry 22.07.1883 25

Joseph Firth Newmarket-on-Fergus  25.08.1884 74

Robert Harris Parsonage, Clarecastle  02.10.1884 80Clerk

Robert William Nesbitt  Kilnasoolagh Glebe 31.10488 77 Rector from 1859
Margaret Monroe Carrigoran 11.12.1885 23

Robert William Burdett Newmarket-on-Fergus  20.084.8 1% R.I.C. Barracks
Margaret Burdett Newmarket-on-Fergus 14.02.1886 39 R.I.C. Barracks
Jane Monroe Carrigoran 24.05.1888 21

George Stoney Rathlahine 23.04.1888 lday

Sophia Angel St.John Hickman Fenloe 07.06.1889 67

Mary S. Monroe Carrigoran 07.03.1890 19

James Neville Newmarket-on-Fergus  09.08.1890 76

William Monroe Carrigoran 20.10.1890 22

Frederick George Singleton Quinville Abbey  .11151893 12

John Frederick Blood Ballykilty 04.10.1893 13

Henry Neville Newmarket-on-Fergus  05.04.1895 40

Edward Newport Singleton 20.04.1896 66

Walter Barker Carrigoran 14.07.1897 2 weeks

Robert Wogan Studdert 31.05.1897 80

Katherine Studdert Cullane 15.11.1898 12

Katherine Maria Studdert 14.04.1900 80

Kathleen Mary Johnston Newmarket-on-Fergus  05.@019  4%mths The Barracks
Edward Donough O’Brien Dromoland Castle 12.04.1900 61 14" Baron Inchiquin
Robina Skinner Carrigoran 24.12.1900 29 The Gatlge
Jane Blood Ballykilty 20.01.1902

James Neville Castleconnell 20.01.1908 53

J.G.Stackpool Mahon Corbally ? --

Violet Rosaline Kirby Sexton’s Lodge 22.02.1906 €pks

Thomas Fruntain Andrews Dromoland 25.05.1910 2%

Alice Jane Nisbett 79 Cathedral Place, Ennis 05918 75

Lucy Stoney Rathlahine 23.12.1911 55

John Blood Ballykilty 28.08.1912 63

Fitzwilliam Angel Scott  Carrigerry 19.03.1913 57

Mary Vandeleur Rathlahine 16.06.1914 85

Mary Hope Mackenzie = Dromoland 24.06.1914 38

Stopford Cosby Hickman Fenloe 01.03.1916 61 MBjdt.A.
Arthur George Andrews Dromoland 27.06.1916 7

Emily Carter Dromoland 28.09.1918 59 Housekeeper
Francis William Parker  The Cottage, NonF. 01.128191 57

Samuel Bennett Dromoland 25.01.1919 53

Mary Frances Studdert  Cullane 18.07.1919 61

Mary Craig Dromoland 28.08.1919 63
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George Andrews Dromoland 21.09.1919 76
Clare Emma, Lady Fitzgeral@arrigoran 04.03.1921 66
Hugh Carter Trim 22.03.1921 20
Mary Anne Andrews Dromoland 08.12.1922 87
Gladys M. Carter Dromoland 04.12.1923 26
Samuel Craig Dromoland 05.07.1924 81
Sarah Jane Craig Dromoland 16.08.1924 33
Robert Hewitt Granahan 19.07.1926 92
John Hugh Carter Dromoland 24.05.1928 65
Lucius William O'Brien Dromoland Castle 13.12.1929 65
Nina Josephine Studdert Newmarket-on-Fergus  24962.1 55
Jane Blood Rathlahine 13.05.1932 79
Ann Creagh Scott Carrigerry 16.09.1932 80
Agnes Blood Kilmurry 21.09.1934 74
Margaret Scott Carrigerry 02.02.1935 86
Robert O'Brien Studdert Barrington St. Limerick 03.1936 87
George Studdert Cullane 22.05.1936 61
William Smyth Kilnasoolagh 06.11.1936 58
Ethel Jane O'Brien Dromoland Castle 08.06.1940 72
Thomas Hewitt Granahan 04.11.1941 73
Frances Cecilia Archer  Quinville Abbey 15.01.1942 78
Jane Anne Andrews Dromoland 11.01.1944 62
Thomas Andrews Dromoland 01.06.1944 63
Maria Geraldine Hewitt Granahan 28.07.1944 69
Loftus A. Studdert Cullane 22.10.1944 65
Edward P. Hewitt Granahan 15.05.1949 77
Charles Fitzgerald Blood Ballykilty 07.09.1953 74
Charlotte Isabella StuddertCullane 11.11.1954 77
Hilda Daphne Riall Quinville 17.05.1956 73
Alistair David Ferguson St.Andrews Collage Dublin08.01.1959 38
John F.C.Massy-Westropp Ballyhannon 25.05.1960 69
D.E.l Harris Barbados 05.07.1960 43
Anne Kingston Ferguson The Rectory, Newmarket 13981 38
Gabriel Evelyn Massy-Westropp Ballyhannon 02.982 62
Miss C.C.Stacpool 50 Fitzwilliam Sq. Dublin ~ 10.10669 ?
Ethel Kilroy Ferguson Dublin 29.12.1967 74
Canon Sherrard Freeman Ferguson Shannon 01.03.1968 74
Donough Edward Foster O'Brien Thomond House, Dromb[23.10.1968 71
Henry Craig Sexton’s Cottage ? ?
The Hon. Mrs. Gladys Blood Co. Meath August 1970 90
Mrs. Doris Wamahair Corrib drive, Shannon ? ?
Florence Begg The Bungalow, Clarecastle ? 84
Col. Bindon Blood Co. Meath 27.06.1972 ?
Richard Hassard Stacpoole Castleconnell 13.03.1973 7 7
Rory H. Gilliland Shannon 03.07.1973 ?
Anne Molyneux O’'Brien Thomand House, Dromoland 131083 74
Maud Helena Studdert Ballyhannon 15.05.1974 94
Aileen Green Patrickswell 26.08.1975 76
Iris Lipoczy Shannon Airport 12.08.1977 60
Frederick James Ruttle Ballyalla, Ennis 21.07.1977 4 6
Clare Helen Stacpoole Castleconnell 18.01.1978 81
Isobella Delahunty Shannon 14.02.1978 64
Olivia McCreedy Kilkishen 20.11.1978 74
Charles Rudd Shannon 02.12.1978 --
Christopher Fellows Shannon 18.12.1980 37
Mary Ellen Millar Ballagh, Quin 23.09.1981 76
Robert Craig Ballagh, Quin 22.01.1982 93
Catherine de Goscocchea Drumgeely Hill, Shannon 202982 32
Phaidrig Lucius Ambrose O’Brien Thomond House, Drtand 25.05.1982 82
Kenneth Andrews Dublin, formerly Newmarket 02.@3®21 ?
Robert Blake Tradaree Lodge, Dromoland 20.10.1991 64

Ulster Bank

18", Baron Inchiquin

idow of 18" Baron Inchiquin

Son of Canon & Mrs Ferguson

Daughter of Canon & Mrs Ferguson

WifeQanon S.F. Ferguson
Former Rector of Kilnasoolagh
1% Baron Inchiquin

Widow of C.F. Blood

formerlhBaflykilty

died safter birth
widow of 18 Baron Inchiquin
riedein Kilkishen
SisteBishop Stanistreet.
Interred in Castletown, Tipperary
Dawgghdf Canon S.F.Ferguson

Interiadilkishen
Interred ingemetery

Interred in new cemetery
{7Baron Inchiquin
Interred in new cemetery

May They Rest i Peene



