
PUBLIC ART COMMISSION
Ennis Information Age Town

From 1997-2002 Ennis town and its citizens hosted the ‘Largest Community 
Technology Project in the World’ – a flagship project to accelerate Ireland’s 
progress towards the information society. Ennis became Ireland’s Information 
Age Town* and the winner of a € 19 million investment towards an integrated 
telecommunications infrastructure. Over a five-year period this community 
investment went towards increasing usage of computers & the internet, 
developing skills and testing new technologies.

Being a high profile project, Ennis Information Age Town has attracted media 
attention from around the globe and many ‘wired community’ projects have been 
modelled on Ennis. The success of our project, however, is hard to replicate and 
few other projects have received the huge public support that Ennis Information 
Age Town has.

*Full details on the Information Age Town are available at http://www.eiat.ie

Context for the Commission

To mark Ennis’ tenure as Information Age Town of Ireland, Ennis Town Council 
wish to commission a permanent public art piece in recognition of the impact the 
Information Age Town Project has had on the development of Ennis, 
economically, technologically and socially.  

Location

The piece will be located in a green area adjacent to Glor Irish Music Centre, a 
superb facility in the heart of Ennis, which was awarded the best building 
architectural award in the Western region in 2002 by the Royal Institute of the 
Architects of Ireland (RIAI) 
 
This green area will be developed into an open park, the focal point of which will 
be the artwork.  

http://www.eiat.ie/


Budget 
Up to €60,000 is available for the development of the park area inclusive of the 
artwork, landscaping, seating, lighting and all ancillary works.

It is anticipated that the commission awarded will be not less than €30,000 but 
not more than €50,000.  
These figures will include second stage artist fees if the commissioning body 
deems it necessary to seek further information from artists.

It also includes artist’s fees, documentation costs, travel, materials, transport, 
design, fabrication, installation costs, lighting, signage, insurance and VAT.  

Stage 1 - Submissions

All applicant artists should be able to demonstrate a professional standard of arts 
practice.
Interested artists are required to submit 

a) Written proposal
b) Sketches / visuals and / or maquettes*
c) Samples of previous work
d) A current CV
e) An outline of the budget breakdown
f) Details of the materials being proposed. Artworks in all media will be 

considered.  Consideration will be given to maintenance and durability of 
proposed materials.

g) Projected Timescale for completion of the finished artwork

* Maquettes and proposals will only be returned if accompanied by stamped 
addressed envelopes.

Technical Support
Artists are welcome to come and view the proposed location at their own 
convenience.  There is no formal site visit for this commission but technical 
questions / queries can be emailed to the arts office.

Directions: Follow the signs (from all entrance points into Ennis) for Glor Irish 
Music Centre.  The proposed location is on the right of the small roundabout as 
you turn into Glor / Dunnes Stores / Temple Gate Hotel and on the left as you 
take the right hand turn for Glor.

Applications
All applications should be marked EIAT Commission, and sent to The Arts Office, 
County Library, Mill Road, Ennis, Co. Clare no later than Monday, March 6th, 
2006. 


