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Per Cent for Art Scheme 
Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Scheme
Public Art Project
February 2013

General Information
Kilmaley Vountary Housing Association (KVHA) is currently engaged in building 12 new houses for the elderly in Kilmaley, Ennis, Co.Clare.  

The scheme currently comprises 12 purpose built sheltered accommodation units for elderly people, incorporating independent living units and a daycare centre in a courtyard setting. The daycare centre caters daily for up to 30 people and is a focal point in the Kilmaley area, including Kilmaley village and surrounding areas. It also provides a clinic and social activities. 24 units will be located in the development on completion.

KVHA now wishes to commission an artist(s) to develop a new public artwork in the context of the Voluntary Housing Scheme generally, inclusive of the current 12 houses and the Daycare Centre / Health Centre on the same grounds.  The artwork will be located in the ground floor courtyard area. (See accompanying drawings).

This project is funded through the Department of the Environment and Local Government’s Per Cent for Art Scheme and is coordinated by Clare County Council’s Arts Office on behalf of Kilmaley Vountary Housing. The contract for the commission will be issued by Clare County Council.

Clare County Council and KVHA are managing the project in line with the National Guidelines on Public Art.

Background to Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association  / Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Scheme

KVHA has a tradition of providing, high quality housing accommodation for the elderly and returning emigrants. It also provides a daycare centre to accommodate clients from Kilmaley and surrounding parishes and a health centre from where a general practitioner, community welfare officer and public health nurse operate. It also provides a daily private bus service to and from the Daycare Centre.

KVHA committee was formed in 2000 and in 2004 Phase 1 to include the first twelve houses, Daycare/Health Centre was officially opened. Funding was granted by the Department of the Environment for this project.

KVHS is situated to the rear of Kilmaley Church, across the road from the national school and Creche. The local shop and post-office is five minutes walk and there is a path leading to Kilmaley church which is adjacent to this development. 

Due to increasing demand and a growing elderly population KVHA purchased land in 2008 beside Phase 1 and this is where we are currently building Phase 2 which includes twelve new houses. These houses are independent living houses with the support of their family, carers and public health nurses.  KVHA know that Older People choose to remain at home for as long as possible and they offer them a wide range of supports to facilitate them in this way.

Phase two is hoped to be completed in August 2013. It consists of twelve new houses, four in the ground floor and eight on top adjacent to the twelve houses in phase one. The address for this development is An Cluainín, (the little meadow) Kilmaley, Ennis, Co Clare.

Location of Artwork

Phase two consists of twelve new houses, four in the ground floor and eight on top adjacent to the twelve houses in phase one. 
Both the ground floor and the first floor houses will be located around a courtyard.
The location of the artwork will be in the internal courtyard on the ground floor.
As you enter the Courtyard there is a mass concrete wall approx. eight and a half meters long by two and a half meters high where the artwork will be located.
The external courtyard is over head and there will be four planter areas letting in natural light to the internal courtyard below. There is scope, however, to artificially light the artwork also as part of the per cent for art scheme.

Vision

KVHA know that older people choose to remain at home for as long as possible and they try them to facilitate them as much as possible. When Older People do move to the KVHS they offer as much support to assist them with this transition as possible.

The daycare centre offers a great variety of activities and the tenants meet their neighbours, friends and relatives coming to the centre. They also make new friends, develop new interests and meet people they might have gone to school with and not met since they left school. They can avail of a hot lunch, hairdressing, chiropody and all the other activities that the centre has in place. 
A very important part of the daily activities is the social interaction which invariably links to the past and the tradition of the rural Cúairt.

This social interaction, and the singing that used to accompany the ‘Cúairt’ were explored through Per Cent for Art Scheme associated with Phase 1 of the development.  In 2008/2009, John Tunny, traditional singer, worked as artist in Residence in the Day Care Centre. As part of this residency, John composed three traditional songs. Photographer Christy McNamara was commissioned to document the project and a small publication and CD were produced. For further details go to http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/cominfo/arts/sing_us_another_story_may09.htm
Copies are available from the County Arts Office if required.

Building on this theme of social interaction, it is envisaged that this art project will reflect the close links with the community that the people using the service can relate to. It is hoped that it will create “A Place in Time” in the lower courtyard, where people can relax and familiarize themselves with the current geography of their community and create a symbol of “Family Togetherness” that will link them to their past.

Artists Commissioning Process
Artists will be shortlisted and selected through an open competition process. It is envisaged that this will be a one stage commissioning process.  However, if the Public Art Subcommittee deems it necessary to seek further information from artists, any payment associated with second stage proposals will be deducted from the overall artist’s budget available, in this case €15,000.

Artist’s Budget 
Detail
Detail 
Amount
Artists Budget including; 
Materials, fabrication, supply and installation – if appropriate
Travel and transport 
Insurance 
Engineering design – if appropriate
Safety and health statements
Research and development
VAT
Any other associated costs
5% contingency [as per the National Guidelines on Public Art]

€ 15,000

Tax Clearance
The successful artist(s) will be required to provide Clare County Council with a tax clearance certificate and evidence of public liability insurance prior to signing of contracts. 

Timeframe
The deadline for artist’s submissions is no later than April 5th,2013
No late applications will be accepted. The overall timeframe for the commissioning process is as follows:

Closing date for registration for Site Visit 
Monday, March 3rd, 2013 at 4pm
Site Visit 
Tuesday, March 4th at 4pm. Meeting at Kilmaley Day Care Centre.
Closing Date for Artists Submissions
April 5th,2013
Selected artist(s) informed by
May 3rd, 2013
Commission target completion date
For discussion between selected artist and Public Art Subcommittee

Site Visit
A site visit to the Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Scheme will take place on Tuesday, March 5th at 4pm.
It is imperative that artists wishing to attend the site visit register in advance with the County Arts Office (details below) no later than Monday, March 4th, 2013. It will not be possible to accommodate artists who are not registered. Only artists can be accommodated on the site visit.
Artists are requested to gather at: Kilmaley Day Care Centre. The site visit will include a walk to the area being proposed for the artwork and a visit to the Daycare Centre. An informal information session will take place.

Selection Procedure & Selection Panel
The winner of the public art commission will be selected by Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association with assistance from Clare County Council’s Arts Office.
The likely composition of the selection panel will comprise
	Representative(s) from the KVHA

Representative from Clare Arts Office
A professional practicing artist (s)

The selected artist may be required to make a presentation to the KVHA. 

Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association reserves the right not to commission work if none of the proposals received are deemed suitable. In this instance, Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Association reserves the right to pursue a different procurement process. 

Criteria for selection: 
Track record or potential of the artist 
Quality of the idea presented including originality, impact, scale and connections made to its context
Suitability and feasibility of the proposal to the context 
Durability and implications for future maintenance, where appropriate

Artists’ Submissions 
Please submit 4 no. of copies of the following: (one copy per person on the panel)
	A brief and simple description of the proposed public art project (not more than 1A4 page)

A typed CV [maximum 3 pages]
Examples of previous work in the form of photographs and / or digital images [jpegs on CD]. Note: No more than 10 images in total should be submitted.
Detailed explanation of the proposed project including, dimensions [preferably in metric], materials, etc.
Visual representation of the proposed public art project in situ, using – for example, drawings, computer generated images, photographs, macquettes etc.  
	Details of the technical specifications, construction, installation process, etc. for the public art project, where appropriate.
Timescale for realisation.
Required ongoing maintenance for the public art project – if appropriate

Please ensure that all submitted materials are clearly marked with the artist’s name and contact details. 
A stamped addressed envelope should be included to guarantee safe return of proposals. Clare County Council takes no responsibility for proposals submitted without an S.A.E. 

Additional Information 
All reasonable care will be taken with each submission. However, KVHA or Clare County Council will not take responsibility for any loss or damage, which may occur in transit, storage or packing. 
Completed submissions must be returned no later than April 5th, 2013 
Completed proposals must be returned to:

KVHA Public Art Commission
c/o The Arts Office
County Library
Mill Road
Ennis
Co.Clare










Further queries should be addressed to Siobhán Mulcahy at the address above:
Tel: 065 6899091
arts@clarelibrary.ie 

