Site Visit to Kilmaley Day Care Centre, March 5th, 2013

The following are a list of questions asked / issues arising from the artists in attendance at the site meeting, that may assist artists who were not able to attend.

Is there scope within the brief to interact with residents / day care centre clients in devising an artwork?
The clients who will be residing in the units currently under construction have not yet been selected and are not in situ yet. Whilst scope does exist to engage with the day care centre clientele it should be noted that these are transient, that they tend to move on, and that different groups attend the day care centre on different days from various locations eg Kilmaley, Connolly, Inch etc. 

Rational behind the scheme
Kilmaley Voluntary Housing Scheme aims to enable local elderly people to stay living in their local community by offering housing units in a supported environment to its clients.  The aim of the scheme is to assist people to live as independently as possible as they enter old age and to ultimately reduce the amount of time / need for long term care. There is no supervisor on site although the KVHS are hoping to go to 7 days support work for the residents once the new houses are completed.

Is the artwork to be free standing or wall mounted?
The preference at this point in time is for the artwork to be wall mounted but free standing will be considered also. It is the intention of KVHS to place seats / benches in the vicinity of the artwork for the elderly residents to use / engage with the artwork as part of their daily social interaction and to assist them as they reminiscence about their local geography and community. KVHS have identified reminiscence as being of integral importance to the older people and wish to create an artwork / space that will encourage this.

Site details
The site consists of an L-shaped block concrete wall on which the artwork will be mounted. The main wall is an enforced, load bearing wall and can be rendered / finished in accordance with the artist’s wishes in terms of the design. The shorter wall is the wall of the lift shaft, bringing people to the houses / courtyard upstairs.

 Local Shannon stone will be on the floor. There will be a concrete roof overhead with a void directly over the location of the artwork letting in natural light.  It has not yet been determined if this void will be glassed off or left open to the elements. Thus the artwork will feature in an internal (roofed) courtyard of sorts. There will be four voids in all to let in natural light. The other three voids will not be glassed off.
A water connection can be made available and electrical connections for lighting can also be made available, if required. Allocations for same are within the per cent for art budget allocated.




