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If you have any doubt about whether the course level  
is suitable for you do not hesitate to consult us directly.

To get the most out of your course we strongly recommend 
you familiarise yourself with some of your tutor’s work.

The aim of Dingle Writing Courses is to support you as an 
emerging or established writer. There is no prerequisite for 
attending one of our all inclusive residential courses; it is 
enough to have the desire to write. Now in our 15th year 
our reputation for excellence enables us to attract tutors of 
the highest calibre with experience of tutoring at all levels. 
Our location offers you a retreat, with space and time to 
concentrate on your work.

A writing course is an intense literary experience; the 
group becomes a resource for learning, almost as much as 
the tutor. Numbers are limited to 12 and each course may 
include kick-start exercises, group workshops, individual 
writing time, one to one tutorials, lectures and critique. 

Our venue in west Kerry, Tig Áine, is the home of Áine  
and her late husband, Mícheál Ó Dubhshláine, author  
of A Dark Day on the Blaskets and Inis Mhic Uibhleáin. This 
writer’s house, on the magnificent Slea Head route and 
with stunning views of Clochar strand, is bursting with 
atmosphere and inspiration. Tig Áine has ample workspace, 
nooks and crannies to disappear into, a conservatory, small 
library, computer workstation and of course, delicious fresh 
food (it’s a popular café in the summer). It is 3 miles west 
of Baile an Fheirtéaraigh (Ballyferriter), a mile from Dún 
Chaoin and 9 ½ miles from Dingle.

Accommodation is in single rooms in Óstan Ceann Sibéal, 
the Ballyferriter hotel. Both the hotel and Tig Áine are 
equipped with facilities for disabled people.

Tuition, all meals and accommodation are included in the 
course fee. There are a limited number of grants available 
to writers who cannot afford the full fee. Please see booking 
information for details.
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Starting to Write
Ted Deppe  
17–19 September

This lively class is a hands-on introduction to the 
creative process and will take place in a safe, supportive 
environment. We’ll combine instruction and writing 
exercises to help you generate new material and then 
help you see ways to develop these starts into stories, 
poems or personal essays. Everyone has something 
important to write. Expect a weekend of good surprises, 
exploration and self-discovery.

Theodore Deppe is the author of four books of poems, 
including Orpheus on the Red Line (Tupelo, 2009) and Cape 
Clear: New and Selected Poems (Salmon, 2002). He has won 
fellowships from the National Endowment for the Arts,  
a Pushcart Prize and is director of the Stonecoast Masters 
in Fine Arts programme. Originally from the US he lives 
in Galway.

Course Programme 2010 
NB Two courses will run each weekend 

Poetry
Matthew Sweeney  
17–19 September

Robert Frost said ‘Poetry is a fresh look and a fresh listen’, 
by which he meant, of course, a fresh look at the world 
around us, and a fresh listen to the language people are 
using. Over the weekend you will be looking at poems 
that do this, and taking your cue from them, writing in 
a way that might surprise you. ‘If you surprise yourself,’ 
Frost said, ‘You just might surprise your reader.’

Matthew Sweeney is from Donegal and now lives in Cork. 
His recent books from Cape include A Smell of Fish, Selected 
Poems, Sanctuary and Black Moon and a new collection, 
The Night Post, is due from Salt in September. He has also 
edited numerous anthologies including Emergency Kit 
(with Jo Shapcott) and co-written the handbook Writing 
Poetry with John Hartley Williams. 



Writers of children’s fiction can be affectionate, social, 
mythic or simply playful.  This course will focus on 
breaking new ground rather than work in progress. It will 
be a shared experience of rapid exercises which celebrate 
language and the imagination. It will also examine how to 
tell, retell and use motifs from traditional tale.

Kevin Crossley-Holland is a prize-winning children’s writer 
and poet. In 2009 he was shortlisted for the position of 
Children’s Laureate in the UK. He won the Carnegie Medal 
for his novel Storm and the Guardian Children’s Fiction 
Award for The Seeing Stone, the first part of his Arthur trilogy 
which has been translated into 24 languages. His recent 
books include The Hidden Roads: A Memoir of Childhood, 
and Waterslain Angels, a novel for children. He taught in 
Minnesota for seven years and now lives in East Anglia. 

Students will be asked to begin with a blank page  
and develop a piece of fiction over the weekend.  
This may be the beginning of a novel, short story or 
other form. The course will concentrate on the process  
of writing through various key phases such as experience, 
event, memory, story and fiction.

Michael Harding is a novelist and playwright. His most 
recent novel is Bird in the Snow (Lilliput, 2008) and his 
play The Tinker’s Curse is currently on tour. He has been 
writer in residence at Trinity College, Dublin and writer 
in association at the Abbey Theatre. He writes a weekly 
column, Displaced in Mullingar, for the Irish Times and 
is a member of Aosdána.

Fiction
Michael Harding      
8–10 October

Children’s Fiction
Kevin Crossley-Holland  
8–10 October



The venue Tig Áine is at An Ghraig, a mile from Clogher 
Head on the Slea Head road, one of the most westerly points 
on the Dingle Peninsula. It is 3 miles west of Ballyferriter 
village, 9.5 miles from Dingle and an hour and a quarter 
by car from Tralee and Kerry Airport. We can meet you in 
Dingle or arrange a taxi from Tralee railway station or Kerry 
airport. There is a regular bus service between Tralee and 
Dingle (An Daingean). There is parking space at Tig Áine. 

Please contact us for further information and advice. 

Travel Information

Public Readings

To coincide with the courses each tutor will give a public 
reading at lunchtime in the Dingle Bookshop on Green 
Street on the day the course commences. Admission to  
all readings is free

Ted Deppe and Matthew Sweeney   Friday 17 Sept   1pm

Kevin Crossley-Holland   Friday 8 October   12 noon

Michael Harding   Friday 8 October   1pm



Course fees  Deposit

€445   €100

The fee of €445 includes all tuition, meals and a 
single hotel room. It does not include transport to 
and from the airport or railway station.

Grants

If you cannot afford the full fee we may be able to 
help. We have developed an initiative with local 
authority arts offices around the country to fund 
writing bursaries for writers of all ages. A grant is 
available from some counties to cover the full or 
partial cost of a course.

How to book

Fill in the booking form and send it to us with a 
deposit of €100 or the full course fee if booking less 
than five weeks before the start of the course.

You can also book by swift bank transfer (contact us  
for details) or by credit card through our website.

If your chosen course is fully booked we will  
offer you a place on an alternative course or  
refund your money.

Dingle Writing Courses,  
Ballintlea, Ventry, Co Kerry, Ireland

phone +353 (0) 66 915 9815

email info@dinglewritingcourses.ie

website  www.dinglewritingcourses.ie

Directors  Abigail Joffe, Nicholas McLachlan

Booking Information
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Please fill out this form clearly and return to

Dingle Writing Courses  
Ballintlea, Ventry 
Co Kerry  
Ireland

Course title

Course date

Name

Full address

phone mobile

email

These are my payment instructions.  
(Please tick relevant boxes)

Deposit: €100     

Full fee: €445   

I enclose a cheque/bank draft/postal order in 

euros made payable to Dingle Writing Courses     

I am paying by bank transfer to 
Dingle Writing Courses.      
Please contact us for details.

I would like to receive confirmation 

by post   by e-mail  

You can also pay by credit card through  
our website www.dinglewritingcourses.ie

Continued...

Booking Form



Booking Form

Any special dietary needs?  
(e.g. vegetarian, allergies, coeliac etc.)

Where did you hear about us?

Please write a few lines about why you would like  
to do this course

I would like to lift share – please pass on my contact details  
to other students  

I have read and agree to the booking conditions below

Signed 

Date

Booking Conditions

1. This form should be returned with a deposit of €100, 
or the full amount if you book less than 5 weeks before 
the start of the course. The deposit is non-returnable once 
we have confirmed the booking.

2. The balance is due 5 weeks before the start of the course 
and should be sent without a reminder from us. If you 
cancel after this date we will only refund the balance of  
the fee if we can fill your place.

3. We reserve the right to cancel the course at short notice.  
In these circumstances a full refund will be made. We also 
reserve the right to alter the published programme.

4. Dingle Writing Courses reserves the right to refuse  
a place and to exclude from a course any student who,  
in the opinion of the directors, behaves in an abusive or 
disruptive manner prior to or during a course. No refund  
will be given in such circumstances.


