
The Drama League of Ireland is the national body 
which promotes and fosters all aspects of amateur 
drama in Ireland.

Supported by the Arts Council, the Drama League 
of Ireland offers a wide range of services and a 
network of support including:

Workshops and seminars throughout Ireland
A public liability insurance scheme designed 
specifically for amateur groups
A quarterly magazine focusing on Irish and 
international amateur theatre. Training with 
renowned theatre tutors at the annual residential 
summer school in theatre arts.
Library – access to over 200,000 play scripts
Resource service providing information to member 
groups on facilities, tutors, training and equipment 
available in Ireland
Advisory service for new amateur theatre groups
Advice on hosting and programming one act 
theatre festivals

The Drama League of Ireland is the sole rights 
agent in Ireland for Samuel French Ltd. and Josef 
Weinberger Plays Ltd.

Yearly membership fee: 
Group:  € 100.00
Individual € 35.00

Drama League of Ireland,
The Mill Theatre,
Dundrum,
Dublin 16
Tel.: 00353-1-2969343
E-mail: dli@eircom.net
Web: www.dli.ie

The Voice of 
Amateur Drama
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45th Residential
SUMMER
SCHOOL
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This is the 45th  DLI Summer School and we 
return again to the beautiful and peaceful campus 
of the University of Limerick.

Founded in 1972 and achieving university status 
in 1989, the University of Limerick is situated five 
miles from Limerick City in a spectacular park on 
the banks of the River Shannon. The campus is 
ideally situated for bus and rail travel connections 
within Ireland and Shannon Airport is only a short 
distance away.

Sports facilities are first-class and those attending 
the summer school will be able to access the 
magnificent 50m swimming pool and state of the 
art gym at specially reduced rates.

University of Limerick has a strong connection 
with the art world and is home to the National 
Self-Portrait Collection and the Watercolour 
Society of Ireland Collection.

Living accommodation is provided in attractive 
village-style apartments each containing 5/6 
bedrooms each with en-suite facilities. Each 
apartment has a comfortable living room/fully 
fitted kitchen.

There will be a full social programme for the week 
centred in The Stables where everyone can meet 
and mingle each evening.

The 
Voice of 
Amateur 
Drama

I am delighted to send my warm greetings to the 
Drama League of Ireland as you gather on the 
occasion of the 45th Annual Residential Summer 
School.

Ireland has long had a rich and thriving amateur 
drama scene,  which adds greatly to the cultural life 
of cities,  towns and villages throughout the island. 
For forty-five years, the Amateur Drama League has 
been a key partner in ensuring vitality and quality 
of amateur drama through your  summer school 
programme. The programme allows actors, directors, 
scriptwriters, choreographers and all the other 
players involved in staging a successful production 
come together to learn from each other and from 
the expertise of the Drama League of Ireland.
This focus on excellence and learning contributes 
hugely to the high standards of Irish Amateur 
Drama.

I thank the Drama League of Ireland for their 
tireless work in promoting excellence in Irish 
amateur drama and I thank all those attending the 
Summer School for the enjoyment their work has 
brought to audiences across Ireland. I wish all the 
participants a happy and successful programme.

MARY McALEESE
PRESIDENT OF IRELAND

MESSAGE FROM
PRESIDENT MARY McALEESE
PATRON OF THE DRAMA 
LEAGUE OF IRELAND
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On behalf of the Drama League of 
Ireland, I would like to welcome you 
all to DLI Summer School 2010, held, 
once again, in the idyllic surrounds 
of the University of Limerick.  I 
hope that you enjoy your week of 
instruction, good company and fun.  I 
am delighted that you can join us for 
what is, perhaps, our most important 
venture in the year.  I promise you 

that it will be full of drama - in more ways than one!
 
This year we are delighted to extend a hearty welcome 
to our line-up of innovative, talented and knowledgeable 
tutors.  We are thrilled to have secured the services 
of Wayne Jordan, Catherine Simon, Aiden Condron, 
Antoinette Duffy and Gavin Kostik – theatre practitioners 
all and all highly regarded in their particular fields.  We 
are especially delighted to welcome back the wonderful 
Chrissie Poulter, who now comes to us from Leeds and to 
extend an equally warm Irish welcome to Daniela Peleanu 
Hardie, who hails, originally from Bucharest.
 
The ingredients for a perfect week are that you learn as 
much as you can and enjoy the craic and festivities in equal 
measure.  To this end, a week of social activities has been 
organised with quizzing, dancing and ‘lepping’, all to the 
fore.  If you leave us feeling somewhat tired, we will know 
that you will have had a good week! 
 
This year sees the return of our gracious, glamorous 
icons Anne Mekitarian (director) and Jane Leslie (assistant 
director).  They will be available throughout the week 
to help, in any way they can, to make this a worthwhile 
experience for you.  Their preparation and attention to 
detail will ensure that the week is a great success and 
sincere thanks to them both for their tireless work on 
behalf of the amateur drama movement in Ireland.  
 
This week would not be possible without the assistance 
of the Arts Council of Ireland and I thank them for their 
continued support.  Our hard-working administration staff, 
Valerie and Orla, deserve special mention as they keep the 
wheels running smoothly, behind the scenes.
 
So – let the festivities begin.  Have a wonderful week and I 
hope to see you again next year, le cúnamh Dé.
Jackie Scanlan
DLI Chairman 2010

MESSAGE FROM JACKIE 
SCANLAN. CHAIRMAN OF
DRAMA LEAGUE OF IRELAND
2010.
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Welcome to our 45th DLI Summer School – a place of renewal, 
of growth, of affirmation – and FUN!  

Make new friendships and renew existing ones.  Enjoy the 
total immersion in drama for the week, indulge in the special 
camaraderie of the shared experience and leave your cares well 
beyond UL gates.

Full details of the courses and tutors are in the following 
pages but I’d like to extend a special welcome back to Chrissie 
Poulter who has been a loyal DLI supporter for years and is 
making her first visit to Limerick. Apart from the inimitable 
Antoinette Duffy, all of the other tutors are new to the magic 
of a DLI Summer School and I hope it will be an exciting and 
rewarding experience for each and every one of them. To one 
and all I extend a special DLI Céad Míle Failte!  

We are offering courses in basic acting and basic directing, in 
a physical approach to Shakespeare, in European theatre, in 
script writing and in exposure to the expertise of top class 
professional theatre practitioners.  There will be a full extra-
curricular social programme, including a Master Class in aspects 
of Clown, with Raymond Keane from Barabbas, The Company.  

So now - the tutors have been primed, the parties planned 
and all is set for a wonderful week of personal challenges, 
innovative ideas and inspired tuition.

My colleague, Jane Leslie, and I will do our utmost to ensure 
that you experience a week to remember and one that will live 
up to all your expectations

Anne Mekitarian
DLI Summer School Director 2010

WELCOME TO OUR WORLD – 
THE STAGE
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COURSE B

The Right Direction

Tutor  -  Antoinette Duffy

If you are a new or inexperienced director, this is the course for 
you – a course where your lack of experience is welcomed and 
celebrated.  This course will be precisely all that it claims to be 
– a basic, action-packed course aimed at those who have never 
directed or who have directed no more than two shows.

The course will examine both the creative and practical elements 
of the job. We will cover the ground rules in casting, blocking, 
movement, grouping, pacing, character development, interpretation, 
scene-shaping, use of space, production concepts, production style, 
time-management and inter-personal skills.

Would-be directors will have to do the acting but remember that 
the ‘lack of experience’ brief refers to directing only. Experienced 
actors, set designers/builders, costume designers, lighting and sound 
technicians etc. will all be welcomed.

This is an ideal opportunity to learn how to make the transition 
from the page to the stage, tracing the rehearsal process from 
choice of text to opening night.

Antoinette Duffy holds an MA 
in Modern Theatre. She teaches 
acting and theatre history at 
the Gaiety School of Acting, 
lectures in drama education for 
the DIT, and works as a freelance 
workshop facilitator. 
In theatre, Antoinette has 
worked as a director for twenty 
years. Directing credits cover 
a variety of styles and genres, 
including Greek, Shakespeare, 
Restoration, Commedia dell’ 
Arte and Brecht.  Antoinette is 
particularly interested in stage 
adaptations from literature and 

in creating theatrical montages from works of classical playwrights 
and writers. A recent production, the devised City of Mirrors, 
(Real Illusions Theatre Co.) was staged at Smock Alley Theatre. 
Other productions include an adaptation of The Happy Prince 
by Oscar Wilde, Much Ado About A Midsummer Day at Night (a 
Shakespearian montage), Mandragola by Machiavelli and Caucasian 
Chalk Circle by Bertholt Brecht. Favourites from her repertoire 
include, The Three Birds by Joanna Laurens, Urfaust by Goethe - a 
Brechtian version by Dan Farrelly, Loves Labours Lost by William 
Shakespeare, Bloomin and Brazen, comic collection from Ulysses 
by James Joyce, The Tempest by William Shakespeare and The 
Loose Confusion of a General Plunder, a montage of the women 
characters in Seán O’Casey. 
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COURSE  A

Get Up And Do It!

Tutor  -  Catherine Simon

Using theatre games and exercises, participants will rediscover, or experience 
for the first time, the satisfaction and fulfilment drama can give.  You will feel 
the power of improvisation and devising, starting with a basic idea and seeing 
where it can lead.  Together we will create and develop characters, using a 
range of tools, and find the engagement that makes characters believable and 
relationships true.  We will submerge ourselves in texts – from new writing 
to contemporary classics -and take them from the page to the stage.  We will 
bring texts to life, in a safe relaxed fun atmosphere, using a range of acting 
techniques and styles.

Throughout the course, we will work as an ensemble, in groups, individually 
and in pairs, with emphasis on igniting a passion for drama in a fun way, while 
forging new friendships and challenging ourselves along the way.

Participants are asked to bring with them:
• A piece of music that is special to you
• An important photograph with at least one person in it (not yourself)
• A personal object that has significant meaning to you 
• An instrument, if you play one

This will be a practical, hands-on course with fun and laughter guaranteed, so 
take the plunge, immerse yourself and free those inhibitions!

Discover - Reflect - Absorb - Master - Act

Catherine has trained with Artstrain @ 
NAYD, Hope Street, Liverpool, The Theatre 
Union of Russian Federation, Moscow and 
has recently completed a Diploma in Drama, 
Arts and Theatre Studies at NUIM.

Catherine specialises in drama facilitation 
& directing with all age groups. Other areas 
of work include writing, movement, street 
theatre, performance & film. Catherine has 
worked extensively throughout Ireland with 
Calipo Theatre & Film Company, Cups and 
Crowns Theatre-in-Education Company, Act 
One School of Acting, Calypso Productions, 
Blue Teapot Drama-in-Education Company, 

Athlone Education Centre, Artscope, The Brothers of Charity, Muscle 
Dystrophy Ireland & The Irish Wheelchair Association and many schools and 
theatre groups throughout Ireland. 

Catherine is Artistic Director of Roscommon County Youth Theatre and 
Leitrim Carrick Youth Theatre, an NAYD board member and a member of 
the Babaro Arts Team.  Catherine founded and co-ordinates The Skills Share 
Network – a service for drama facilitators. 

Credits include: Realise (Project Arts Centre) A Second in Time, The 
Adventures of Peter Pan (Players Theatre) Li Lun Lad of Courage (Civic 
Theatre) A Single Tear (Town Hall Theatre) Requiem for Lena, Stories, The 
Crucible, Understanding Marcus, Stuff I Buried in Small Town (Roscommon 
Arts Centre) The Devil In Drag  (The Dock, Carrick-on-Shannon) Carshow 
(The Square, Roscommon & Boyle Arts Festival) among others.

6

dliscbrochure10.indd   7-8 11/03/2010   15:00



COURSE D

Magic Moments

Tutor  -  Chrissie Poulter  

Chrissie Poulter is back!  Now living and working in England, 
she is looking forward to renewing old ties with DLI 
Summer School.  Chrissie will deliver her own distinctive 
brand of theatrical magic, in a course for all comers with 
games, improvisation, devising, text analysis and performance. 
This course will help participants rediscover the means to 
make theatre magical and memorable and a fully shared 
experience.  It will be challenging, innovative, informative and, 
above all – fun! This is a serious endeavour to bring back the 
magic!  A ‘Chrissie Special’ and not to be missed!

Chrissie Poulter is a 
director, deviser, writer, 
lecturer and trainer.  From 
Leeds Youth Theatre to 
a degree in drama from 
Birmingham University 
and on to a life of creating 
theatre with anyone who 
wants to do that – amateur, 
professional and non-actors 
-  magical and powerful 
performances on and off the 

stage or screen, in Ireland, Poland, Greece, France, Spain, the 
UK and Norway.  Chrissie has led training workshops for 
visual artists, writers, directors, teachers, community drama 
facilitators and even services marketing students – focussing 
on ways of working with people to bring out the best of 
their creativity and expressivity in collaboration with others.  
She taught Improvisation for 19 years on the actor-training 
programme at Trinity College Dublin and is now Head of 
Media, Film and Culture at Leeds Trinity University College. 
Chrissie is no stranger to the intense and fun world of the 
DLI summer schools and was reared as a tutor on the ADL 
programme at Gormanston College many years ago! 
She is looking forward to meeting old friends and new faces 
on this first return visit in a long while.
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COURSE  C

Feel The Fear ….  
(and do it anyway!)
Tutor  -  Wayne Jordan

If you believe that fearlessness can have a positive influence 
on theatrical endeavour, then this is the course for you.  
Together we will try to re-imagine some classic texts, to 
find ways of doing old plays that are true to their historical 
context yet relevant for a modern audience.  We will 
uncover their timeless themes and discover whether these 
classics can withstand being filtered through contemporary 
eyes. This course will be an exciting and challenging one for 
actors and directors, and one in which the risk- takers may 
be asked to go the extra mile, to enter uncharted territory 
for the sake of the production.  Texts to be read for this 
course will be notified to participants in due course.  Be 
brave.  Take the plunge.  You know you want to!

Wayne is an Associate Artist 
of the Abbey Theatre where 
he directed Christ Deliver 
Us!  and La Dispute.  He is 
Artistic Director of Randolf 
SD | The Company and an 
Associate Artist of the Project 
Arts Centre.  Most of Wayne’s 
own work has been at  Project 
Arts Centre, where he directed 
Everybody Loves Sylvia 
(nominated best director Irish 

Times Theatre Awards 2009), Fewer Emergencies, The Public, 
The Drowned World, The Illusion and Eeeugh!topia for his 
own company.  He also designed Hedwig and The Angry 
Inch for Making Strange, Stuck for Project  Arts Centre and 
The Maids for Loose Canon.  Other work includes La Voix 
Humaine (Dublin Fringe Festival) Agamemnon, Baal (Samuel 
Beckett Theatre) and Crave (Samuel Beckett Theatre and 
Studiobühne, Cologne).  In 2009 Wayne directed a version 
of Anton Chekhov’s The Seagull by Martin Crimp for the 
National Youth Theatre.   In Summer 2010 Wayne will be 
directing a new production of Seán O’Casey’s The Plough and 
The Stars for The Abbey Theatre.
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Daniela Peleanu was born in Bucharest 
and trained on the five-year Directing 
Course at the Academy of Theatre 
and Film in Romania. For ten years she 
was Artistic Director at the National 
Theatre of Craiova, a company 
member of The European Theatre 
Convention. 

Daniela has staged both classical and 
modern plays of the twentieth century.  
Her productions were invited to four 

main International Festivals and she was awarded the Romanian 
Academy Award for Theatre Directing 2000.  

Since moving to the UK, Daniela now works as a freelance 
director and drama teacher. She has been directing and teaching 
at the Drama Centre London, at RADA, at the Guildhall School 
of Music and Drama and at the Central School of Speech and 
Drama.  Her critically acclaimed productions include The Pillars 
of Society by Henrik Ibsen (Jerwood Vanbrugh Theatre, RADA) 
which received a four-star review from Michael Billington (The 
Guardian), The Wild Duck by Henrik Ibsen (Cochrane Theatre, 
London Drama Centre) and The Caretaker by Harold Pinter 
(Watermans Theatre, Romania’s National Theatre of Craiova), 
which London reviewers praised for its ‘power and intelligence’ 
and for its ‘heightened theatricality’.

COURSE F
The European Dimension
A course for Directors and Actors

Tutor  -  Daniela Peleanu Hardie

This is a practical course, which aims to push out the creative 
boundaries for both directors and actors, who have some 
experience. Together we will explore and develop a creative 
methodology, using a series of interactive scene studies, 
through which we will interrogate specific texts.  There will also 
be some guidance to enable directors and actors to be open 
and inventive, while still remaining true to the original intention.

Working on the theme of emigration, the core texts for the 
week will be Slawomir Mrozek’s The Emigrants (trans. Henry 
Beissel) and Henrik Ibsen’s Pillars of Society (trans. James 
Walter McFarlane). We will take a fresh look at these very 
influential European dramatists of the twentieth century.  
Participants may not be familiar with the Polish-born Mrozek’s 
work – he is both funny and profound, and extremely theatrical. 
His play ‘The Emigrants’ was banned for some time due to 
communist censorship. We will also seek to open up our 
understanding and appreciation of Ibsen in new and innovative 
ways – he was after all one of Chekhov’s greatest influences.  
Please read both plays prior to our first meeting. 
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COURSE E
Presence in Action

Tutor  -  Aiden Condron  

Everything we need to know about drama and theatre is found in 
Shakespeare. All that is essential to acting craft; presence, action and rhythm, 
in any genre - period drama, physical theatre or method acting - is the very 
lifeblood of Shakespeare’s theatre.

Drawing initially on a classical approach, participants will be guided through 
the building blocks of Shakespeare’s theatre language. This will be integrated 
with an intensive psycho-physical approach to actor training following in the 
tradition of the great 20th century reformers - Stanislavsky, Meyerhold and 
Grotowski. 

We will approach Shakespeare’s texts, not as literary masterpieces, but rather 
as living and breathing pre-texts for ‘doing’. This will lead us away from a 
perception of Shakespeare’s works as antiquated museum pieces and reveal 
them for their true greatness, as potent catalysts to expose our own living 
realities in the here and now. 

This course will be a dynamic, challenging and refreshing approach to 
performance that will furnish you with some essential skills for future work 
in all areas of performance, and will awaken a new-found confidence in your 
natural impulses as theatre makers.  It will be intensive and will require a high 
level of mental and physical engagement and commitment.

• Please have a good working knowledge of the following texts: Shakespeare’s 
Macbeth, A Midsummer Night’s Dream and Hamlet. 

• Bring a stick (wooden broom handle) approx 3ft in length.

• Physical and vocal training in the mornings - dress for ease of movement 
without obscuring the natural lines of the body. Avoid over-baggy tops and 
bottoms where possible.

• As part of vocal training some work will be built around song.  Don’t be put 
off if you don’t sing well. Come with a song memorized that has a personal 
connection - folk or indigenous songs are best.

A professional actor, director and teacher, 
Aiden Condron has over twenty years’ 
performance experience. His acting credits 
include Measure for Measure, Julius Caesar 
(nom. best supporting actor for Irish Times 
Theatre Awards) King Lear and Hamlet for 
Second Age and the award winning Alone It 
Stands.  He has appeared in Fair City, The Big 
Bow and On Home Ground for RTE. He has 
also worked extensively on the international 
stage and screen including The Tudors, 
Endgame (Los Angeles) and Saving Private 
Ryan (Spielberg).

Aiden is an experienced teacher and 
facilitator - The Gaiety School of Acting, 
Ringsend T.I. (Theatre Studies) and Liberties 
College (Bull Alley) among others.  He has 

also conducted training workshops and seminars with actors and dancers 
in Ireland and Europe including Daghdha Dance (Ireland) The University of 
Eurasian Theatre (Italy) and Teatr Breton Caffe (Poland).

Aiden is founder and Artistic Director of NERVOUSYSTEM a Dublin-based 
theatre laboratory where he has evolved a detailed and comprehensive 
actor-training praxis. This work has brought him all around the world 
where he has collaborated with many celebrated artists working in active 
performance research including, Eugenio Barba (Odin Teatret), Thomas 
Richards (The Workcenter of J.Grotowski and T. Richards) and Rena Mirecka 
(Polish Teatr Laboratorium).
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COURSE G

Write Away!

Tutor  -  GAVIN KOSTICK 

Write a play in a week. Gavin Kostick, playwright and Literary Manager 
of Fishamble: The New Play Company, has worked with hundreds of 
Irish writers in getting their work on to the stage to national and 
international success. Through a series of discussions, examples and 
exercises you will work towards completing a single short play during 
the week.  As well as producing a single work you will be brought 
through the ideas and skills required for writing successfully in the 
future.

This is a great opportunity for would-be dramatists to come armed 
with pen and pad and understand the skills required for structuring, 
plotting, creating strong characters, vibrant dialogue, dramatic tensions 
and satisfying endings.

To do this course you will need to have read and brought with you 
Arthur Miller’s “The Crucible” and Tennessee Williams’ “A Streetcar 
Named Desire”.

Numbers will be limited on this course so if you’re interested - book 
early. 

Gavin Kostick has written over a dozen 
plays, which have been produced in 
Dublin, on tour around Ireland, the UK, 
New York, Philadelphia and Romania. 
Favourite works include The Ash Fire, 
The Flesh Addict, The Asylum Ball, 
Forked, The Medusa, An Image for the 
Rose Parts 1, 2 and 3. He has written a 
number of works for The Gaiety School 
of Acting, the latest being Olive Skin, 
Blood Mouth.

He is currently working on new plays 
for Fishamble: The New Play Company, 
Whiplash, and an opera with composer 
Raymond Deane for RTE Lyric FM.

Gavin is the Literary Manager for Fishamble. He works with new 
writers for theatre through innovative projects such as the award 
winning Whereabouts, script development, readings and a variety of 
courses. Over 100 plays have been produced by writers completing 
courses with Fishamble.

For Dublin Fringe Festival 2007, his five-and-a-half hours performance 
as Charlie Marlow in Joseph Conrad’s ‘Heart of Darkness’ Complete 
received the Spirit of the Fringe award, went on to a sell-out run as 
part of Reviewed at the Ulster Bank Dublin Theatre Festival 2008, and 
was performed at the South Bank as part of the London Festival of 
Literature, 2009.
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Fees
Fees cover the following: tuition, single room en-suite 
accommodation at Dromroe Village, social programme, lunch 
and dinner (breakfast self-service).

FEES

OPTION A – Residential
Single room en-suite Members €440.00
  Non-members €485.00

OPTION B – Non-residential
Non residential Members €240.00
(including tuition ,
lunch and 2 evening meals) Non-members €285.00

Payment should be made in Euro by cheque/money order made 
payable to “The Drama League of Ireland”.
Members include DLI group or individual members, members 
of National Association of Youth Drama, Drama Association of 
Wales and Scottish Community Drama Association

A non-refundable deposit of €100 must be included with your 
booking form.
Deposits are non-transferable.

THE BALANCE OF THE FEE MUST BE PAID TWO WEEKS 
BEFORE THE COMMENCEMENT OF THE SUMMER SCHOOL

Participants must be over 18 years of age.
The DLI reserves the right to replace a tutor if required.
The DLI reserves the right to refuse an application.

DRAMA LEAGUE OF IRELAND
45th Residential Summer School
Saturday 31st July – Saturday, 7th August 2010
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DRAMA LEAGUE OF IRELAND
45th Residential summeR school
Saturday 31st July – 
Saturday 7th August 2010
BOOKING ENQUIRIES TO JANE: 087-1238631
E-MAIL: summerschool@dli.ie

BOOKING FORM

Name:

Address:

Contact Telephone No:

Email:

Membership No:

Course Choice:

1:

2: 
Accommodation Option Choice Residential or non-residential

I enclose €100 as payment for a place on the above course.  
Please note that deposits are NON-REFUNDABLE

Signature:

Send to:   
Anne Mekitarian,
DLI Summer School Director
Mandel,
Kill,
Co. Kildare
 E-mail: summerschool@dli.ie
The DLI Summer School is run entirely by volunteers.
Intending participants must be over 18 years, have a reasonable 
level of fitness and be responsible for their own needs.
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31st July – 7th August 2010

Registration
Registration will take place at the college on 
Saturday, 31st July 2010 from 2 – 4 p.m.

Clothing
It is advisable to bring comfortable working 
clothes – soft shoes, jeans, leisurewear, 
tracksuits, or whatever suits you best.

Play Texts
Students will be notified of any play texts 
required for their course.

45th Residential
SUMMER
SCHOOL

INFORMATION
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