
Public Art Commission Invitation to Tender

Per Cent for Art Scheme – One Stage Open Competition

Commission value: €8,750

Clare County Council wishes to commission a piece of art which is funded by the Department of Arts, 
Heritage and the Gaeltachts ‘Per Cent for Art Scheme’. The piece of artwork will be external and of a 
permanent nature, to be sited at the newly developed Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee, Co.Clare.

Context:

Cultúrlann Sweeney is a new development in Kilkee, Co.Clare featuring a 1108 seat theatre, a gallery, a 
public library with IT suite and a meeting room accommodating Kilkee Town Council.

The building replaces the Sweeney Memorial Library, erected in the town in 1952 in memory of  Dr. William 
Joseph Sweeney, born in the USA in 1882 to parents who had emigrated from Kilkee. He bequeathed a 
Trust Fund to be used to build, equip and maintain a Library in Kilkee, Co. Clare to be known as “The 
Sweeney Memorial Library”. The building over the years has acted as a library, theatre, exhibition space and 
community meeting place and was taken over by Clare County Council in 1984 on foot of a High Court 
Agreement. Since then it has been run as a public branch library. (Full details are available at 
http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/library/branches/kilklib.htm) 

O’Connell Street, Kilkee, 

Co.Clare

Tel: 065 9060769

Email:cst@clarelibrary.ie

http://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/library/branches/kilklib.htm


ACCESS II funding was received from the Dept. of Arts to renovate and develop the theatre which had fallen 
into general disrepair and disuse over the years.  In addition funding has come from the Dept. of the 
Environment and Local Government, towards the library aspect of the project, coupled with funding from the 
Charitable Commissioners, who were responsible for the Sweeney Memorial Trust Fund.  The remaining 
funding has been put in place by Clare County Council.

Brief: 

There is no specific theme for this project however we would expect submissions to be influenced by the 
history and / or location of Kilkee as well as the context of Cultúrlann Sweeney as a cultural and civic space 
in West Clare.

The artwork is to be located on an external wall to the side of the library section of the building. The artwork 
will be viewed through a window from the children’s section of the library.

The budget available to the successful artist for this percent for art commission is €8,750 inclusive of any 
ancillary / civil works to be carried out.
Potential area for artwork  11,100 mm x 2445mm with a central panel of 6000mm wide and a further 
2550mm on either side. See accompanying sketch (not to scale) Appendix 1
Existing materials are a stippled render wall finish (colour: off-white with very pale grey tinge).
The wall is not flat and its imperfections were simply rendered over. 
The existing copings are painted black.
Provision has been made for the work to be lit upwards with a central uplight in the ground.
The work should be weather resistant (taking into account the coastal location and the impact coastal 
weathering can have) and health & safety compliant.

Site Visit

Interested Artists are invited to visit Sweeney Memorial Public Library to view the proposed location of the 
artwork. Please contact Anne Finucane librarian on 065 9053064 to arrange a visit during library opening 
hours. Hours of opening are:

Monday & Wednesday
2p.m.- 5.30 p.m and 6pm – 8pm
Tuesday, Thursday and Friday
10am – 1.30p.m. and 2p.m. – 5.30 p.m.



Criteria for Selection:

Quality of the concept presented
Feasibility of the proposal
Demonstrated track record of the artist
Suitability for Site/technical/maintenance
Value for money

Commission Schedule:

Deadline for receipt of submissions: Friday September 7th at 4p.m.
Award of commission: All applicants will be notified of a decision no later than October 12th, 2012 
Commission must be in situ by January 31st, 2013.

Submission Requirements

Artists are invited to submit site specific proposals for the commission. The submission must fully describe 
the proposed work and, in order to qualify as a valid submission the following are required:

1. A typed statement by the artist/expression of interest, no longer than two A4 pages, which must 
include information under each of the following headings:
- The concept and its relevance/ suitability for the particular location;
- Details of technical specifications, dimensions, materials, construction, installation;
- Maintenance; 
- Timescale - availability of the artist to complete the proposed artwork 
- Support and resources required.

2. Drawings, sketches to scale, and/or computer generated images, to describe the ideas and materials 
in context, to be provided as appropriate, alternatively digital imagery depicting the structure. 
Maquettes are not required and will only be accepted at the artists’ own risk. Artists are responsible 
for the collection of maquettes after the adjudication process.

3. Outline of the costs, including artist’s fee, material costs, transport, installation and specifications. 
VAT to be included if applicable. These should be sufficiently detailed to demonstrate that the work 
can be completed and installed within the commission value.

4. Curriculum Vitae to include good examples and reproductions of your work and previous 
commissions (CDs, DVD’s etc).

5. Completed Application form.

6. Please note that 4 copies of the completed written application should be submitted (including CV’s, 
budgets etc.)  as these will be forwarded to members of the Selection Panel for the commission. 
Only one set of drawings etc (as outlined in section 2 above) is required.

7. Submission should be clearly marked “Cultúrlann Sweeney, Kilkee Submission” and delivered to: 
The Arts Office, Clare Co. Council, Library Headquarters, Mill Road, Ennis, Co. Clare and must 
reach Clare County Arts Office by 4pm on Friday September 7th. 2012. The office closes at 4pm 
and late applications will not be accepted.

8. Clare County Council will not make allowances for delays in postage or delivery services. 
Submissions arriving after the deadline will not be considered. All reasonable care will be taken of 
each submission, but no responsibility is taken for loss or damage which may occur in transit, 
storage, packing/unpacking. Submissions will be retained by Clare County Council unless the artist 
specifically requests otherwise and arranges for collection.



Guidelines, Terms and Conditions: 

• Emailed, faxed or late submissions will not be accepted.

• All reasonable care will be taken with each submission. However Clare Co. Council does not accept 
responsibility for any loss or damage which may occur.

• Applicants are required to arrange collection of work that cannot be returned by post.

• Clare Co. Council retains the right not to award a commission. In this instance, Clare Co. Council 
reserves the right to purse another procurement process.

• Non Resident artists from EU and non-EU countries must be aware of any tax or VAT implications 
arising from a commission and ensure any costs arising from this is accounted for in their budget.

• The artwork must comply with Health and Safety standards. The successful submission will be 
subject to Health and Safety checks, which may be carried out by Clare Co. Council.

• Clare County Council will issue the successful artist a Contract for Services. Prior to the signing of 
the contract, the artist will be required to furnish Clare Co. Council with Tax Clearance and Public 
Liability Insurance Certificates.

• Signing the application form implies the artists’ acceptance of the guidelines, terms and conditions 
outlined.

• The selected artist may be required to present his/her proposal to the public or to elected 
representatives.

• Clare Co. Council is a Freedom of Information body. When submitting information, Artists should 
indicate what parts of their submission are commercially sensitive and what parts they consider 
should be kept confidential should the Council receive a FOI request relating to the submission.

• The successful Artist will be expected to work in close consultation with Clare County Council Arts 
Office and nominated staff.

• Clare County Council will have the use of the image of the successful artwork for non commercial 
use and the artist will be given due recognition.

Contact Details:
For further information please contact:

Siobhán Mulcahy
County Arts Officer
Library Headquarters
Mill Road
Ennis 
Co. Clare

Tel: 065 6899091 Email: arts@clarelibrary.ie   
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