Primary School Resource Pack

The brave
and the bold
The War of Independence in County Clare
by Brian Spring

“It’s part of our history but it was never on the
curriculum going to school. It’s only in the last
20 or 30 years that we are starting to hear
about this properly. It should be recorded,
it shouldn’t be brushed under the carpet.”
Cyril Jones, 2020.

Introduction
This pack centres mainly on events that occurred between the years 1919 and
1921. However, there are many references to events which occurred throughout
the revolutionary period – roughly corresponding to the decade of centenaries
being commemorated at present.
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Section 1 - Causes of the War

1

The Irish Revival began towards the end of the 19th Century.
People became more interested in the Irish Language and
Culture.

2

Irish Nationalists wanted their own Parliament, known as
“Home Rule”, like they had before the Act of Union in 1801.

3
4

Home Rule was blocked by a group of people known as
Unionists. They supported Ireland’s union with Britain.
Unofficial Armies: The Unionists started the Ulster
Volunteers to prevent Home Rule. The supporters of Home
Rule started the National Volunteers.

This photograph of
the Ennis National
Volunteers – The
Brian Boru Corps - was
taken at Killaloe on
the 900th anniversary
of the Battle of
Clontarf by Limerick
based photographer
Franz S. Haselbeck.

Find out more about
Brian Boru

This
photograph
shows a company of
National Volunteers
in Scarriff a year
later (Courtesy of
NLI)
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5

World War One (1914-1918) delayed Home Rule. Many Irishmen went to fight
for the British Army. Some National Volunteers did not agree with joining the
British Army. They broke away and became known as the Irish Volunteers.
Organizations like the Irish Republican Brotherhood (IRB) from the Fenian
Times were still active in Clare.

6

Conscription (forcing Irish people into the British Army) was threatened by the
British Government.

7

The 1916 Rising took place in April in Dublin. The rebels were defeated and
many of the leaders were executed. Many more were rounded up and sent to
prison, including some from Clare.
People became angry about the way the rebels were treated. Éamon de Valera,
who was a leader in the Rising, was elected to the British Parliament for the East
Clare District in 1917. That year Clare had enough people for its own brigade of
Irish Volunteers.

Telegram from Éamon De Valera (Dev) to his wife Sinéad with the tally of the
election vote results. De Valera 5010; Lynch 2035. Courtesy of Clare County
Museum.

Find out a bit more about his
election in 1917. Find out which
years Éamon de Valera was
President of Ireland.
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Why not try ...
Visit the Clare County Museum
and see the other objects from
the 1917 election on display.

8

The Royal Irish Constabulary (RIC) were the police force who kept British rule
in Ireland. They were very unpopular with many Nationalists. The Clare Brigade
wounded an RIC constable in Ennistymon in March 1917.

9

Weapons Shortage: The Volunteers needed weapons and carried out a number
of raids. Early in 1918 they raided guns from Mulligans in Abbey Street, Ennis.
The RIC hut at Inch was attacked, weapons were taken from RIC men at Scariff
Bridge and from RIC men in Ennistymon.

10 Land seizures and Cattle Raids: Around the same time, The Irish Volunteers

in Clare began clearing cattle off the estates of the landed gentry. Many of
the wealthy gentry did not live in Clare but rented out their lands. The Irish
Volunteers claimed the land for the Irish Republic and gave it to landless farmers
to plough. In one raid at Castlefergus, near Newmarket-on-Fergus, three Irish
Volunteers were shot by the RIC.

11 County Clare was declared a “special military area” by the British forces early in

1918. They did not like what was going on. They brought in more soldiers and
RIC constables. Curfews and checkpoints were put in place and permits were
needed to travel around the county.

12 All public meetings were banned while Clare was under Military Control. Sinn
Féin held a club meeting in Carrigaholt in March 1918. The meeting was raided
by the Royal Welch Fusiliers. The soldiers cleared the room using bayonets fixed
to their rifles. Among the injured was an Irish teacher who later died.

The Stage is Set
Fortunately, World War I finally came to an end in November 1918. Some
Irishmen continued to serve in the Army after the War had ended but over
100,000 were demobilised. With the war over, the path was now clear for the
fight for independence.
The final move came in December 1918. The Clare Brigade of Irish Volunteers
was divided into three separate brigades: The East Clare Brigade, The Mid-Clare
Brigade and the West Clare Brigade.

As the Volunteers were
short of weapons and had
limited training the war
against British Forces that
was looming would be
fought using hit and run
tactics (Guerrilla Warfare).
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The Irish War of Independence had a number of root causes.
Can you identify some of them from the list below?
Place a tick in the box next to them.

Internment

1916 Rising

The Fenians

Irish Revival

Home Rule

Conscription

Spanish Flu

Cameras

World War I

Ulster
Volunteers

German Spies

Olympic Games

Russian
Revolution

Food shortages

Compare and contrast the clothes and equipment of
these men.
In the Venn Diagram below draw or write what is
similar to both men in the centre of the diagram and
what is different on the outsides of the diagram.
Image courtesy of Clare County Library.

SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES:
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Section 2 - MONEY

Following the Declaration of Independence in Dublin
in January 1919 many Irish People began to regard Dáil
Eireann as the legitimate government of Ireland. The
British Government, however, did not agree. The TD
for Clare, Éamon de Valera missed the first meeting of
the Dáil as he was in Lincoln Jail. De Valera managed to
escape in early February with the help of the Talty sisters
from Clare and other key figures, including Michael
Collins.
This is one of the first photos of Éamon de Valera
(centre) in public after his escape to Ireland. It was taken
in March. A month later he was elected as leader of the
Dáil. In June de Valera managed to travel as a stowaway
on a ship from Liverpool to New York.
Once in New York de Valera and others set about trying to
get other countries to recognise the Irish Nation. A new
nation and a new government needed money. People in
America bought bonds like the one pictured to support
the Republic of Ireland. The bond guaranteed that their
money could be returned with interest at a future date.
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Look at the example shown and answer the following questions:
Q.1

Who was the bond certificate issued to?

Q.2

How much money was paid for the bond?

Q.3

How would you describe the design or artwork on the certificate?

Q.4

For security reasons the bonds were embossed with the harp
symbol of Ireland. They had one other security detail – can you spot it?

Q.5

According to the certificate who was the President of Ireland?

Q.6

Which other nation is mentioned on the Bond?

Imagine you were in America at the time and had the task of designing a
Bond for The Irish Nation – draw you design here:

People were encouraged to buy the loan bonds. In October 1919 Cooraclare RIC
station was covered in graffiti slogans which included “Buy the Loan Bonds and
Save the Nation”. Receipts for Dáil Loan Bonds were issued by the Department
of Finance at the Mansion House in Dublin. Receipts for 239 old pounds for
the West Clare area were sent by Michael Collins to Father O’Kennedy in St.
Flannan’s College, Ennis in November 1920.

8

Watch this short video:
http://www.generalmichaelcollins.com/life-times/raising-the-first-loan/
Both Cannon William O’Kennedy and the Bishop of Killaloe (based in
Westbourne House, Ennis), Michael Fogarty were key figures in the Dáil
finances. Bishop Fogarty was in fact one of the trustees of the Dáil loans.

In the back row of this photo are Paddy Hogan, Cannon Kennedy,
Seán Milroy, Michael Brennan (East Clare), Ignatius O’Neill.
In the front row are Kevin O’Higgins, Arthur Griffith (Sinn Féin),
Bishop Fogarty and Seán McEoin. Photo courtesy of Clare County Library.

In March 1921 Bishop Fogarty forwarded over £2,300 in aid he had received
from the USA to the Lord Mayor of Dublin for the “White Cross”.
Both Cannon O’Kennedy and Bishop Fogarty were targeted by British Forces.
Cannon O’Kennedy was captured by the Black and Tans at St. Flannan’s in July
1921. He was taken to Limerick prison and then spent 11 weeks in solitary
confinement at Bere Island Internment Camp.
Bishop Fogarty had a narrow escape. He was not at home when the Black and
Tans raided Westbourne House. It is widely believed that they had planned to
shoot him. Fundraising was also carried out by members of Cumann na mBan
for the Volunteers in Clare as well as in the rest of the country. One collection
at the 1914 All Ireland Hurling Final in Croke Park, when Clare beat Leix County
(Laois), raised over 6 old pounds. Some of this money would go towards the
cost of uniforms and military equipment.

Find out more about Clare’s Senior All-Ireland Hurling Titles.
During the War funds were got by any means possible. Frustrated by a shortage
of weapons and lack of funding from IRA headquarters, the East Clare Brigade
robbed the Post Office in Limerick on New Year’s Day 1920.

9

Section 3 - Timeline - 1919

The War of Independence officially began on the 21st of January 1919. The
Declaration of Independence was read aloud at the first meeting of the Dáil
(Parliament). The Irish Volunteers became known as the Irish Republican Army
(IRA). The first shots were fired at Soloheadbeg in Tipperary, that same day.

Song:

The Irish Volunteers

By Martin Kennedy, Violet Hill.

One night as I was walking through Kilkishen Street,
I heard a bugle calling and the sound of tramping feet,
I was never so delighted though I’m well advanced in years,
To see in line for the foremost time, The Irish Volunteers.
They are drilling up in Ennis, Clarecastle and in Quin,
They are drilling in Newmarket, The Bridge and Spancelhill
They are drilling in the mountains, the valleys and the hills,
And they’re drilling down in Scarriff, Tulla and the Mills.
They are drilling up in Barefield, Bodyke, and Killaloe
They were drilling in Tomgraney as I was passing through,
They are drilling in Mountshannon and all through Whitegate,
And they’re drilling down in Broadfield where the rifles can’t be beat.
Captain drill them, drill them, get them ready for the fray,
It may be tomorrow and it may be far away,
But if you’re forced to battle, boys though death be your fate,
Remember ’67 and the boys of ’98.
The captain drilled them up and down, he drilled them far away,
He marched them to the chapel, for a little while in prayer’
He marched them to the village amidst the people’s cheers,
And they sang through faith and fatherland, The Irish Volunteers.

To the tune of “The Garden Where the Praties Grow”
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Kathleen Talty
Two Clare women who played an active part in England were the Talty sisters,
Susan and Kathleen. Susan was married to Liam McMahon who was a leading
Republican figure in Manchester. Both Susan and Kathleen were teachers.

Painting of Kathleen Talty, courtesy of the Artist; Marie Connole.
Éamon de Valera was in Lincoln Jail. While serving mass, he made a wax
impression of the priest’s key. Another prisoner, Seán Milroy, sketched the
impression of the key in a drawing on a postcard. It was sent out but nobody
realised the importance of key in the drawing. Milroy then posted a Christmas
Card featuring another sketch of the key. It was Michael Collins who figured
out it was a drawing of the actual prison key.
Three different cakes were sent to Lincoln Jail with keys in them. Susan
baked the third cake. It was an oblong fruitcake with no icing. A blank key and
two small metal files were put inside it. On a cold snowy morning Kathleen
brought the cake from Manchester to Lincoln prison. A prisoner called Peter
de Loughrey used the blank key and files. He made a key for the lock. After
midnight on 4th February 1919 the key worked! De Valera, Seán McGarry and
Milroy escaped!
For more information see “The Key in the Cake” by Bobby Power:
https://www.scoilnet.ie/uploads/resources/22863/22586.pdf
11

February
Éamon de Valera, Seán Milroy and Seán McGarry escape from Lincoln Jail
shortly after midnight on the 4th of February 1919.
Watch the video by Dr. Erik Grigg on the Escape.
https://youtu.be/16eox5LidZE
A useful map of escape can be found here:
https://www.visitlincoln.com/media/downloads/Eamon_de_Valera_Prison_Escape_Map.pdf

March
Carbines were taken from two RIC constables in Knockerra, Ernie O’Malley
exchanged fire with a police sergeant. Art O’Donnell, the commandant of the
West Clare Brigade, was arrested.

July
The IRA attacked the RIC barracks in Cooraclare. Two RIC men were shot and
wounded in an ambush at Cahermore Cross by a local company of volunteers.
The RIC barracks at Inagh, Inch and Connolly were targeted by the Mid Clare
Brigade on the same night, July 21st.

August
Three brigade volunteers ambushed two RIC men at “81 Cross” near Ennistymon
on August 4th. The sergeant and the constable died in the attack and one of the
Volunteers was wounded.
The abandoned RIC stations at Doonbeg, Quilty, Inagh and Lissycasey were
burnt by the Volunteers. This meant that in parts of the county the Volunteers
could travel around with greater ease.
A British army patrol fired shots into a home near Ennistymon on August 14th
and a 15-year-old boy was killed by the gunfire.

Cumann na mBan was declared an illegal organization by the Authorities.
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October
In October the Mid Clare Brigade raided the coastguard station at Ballyvaughan
in the hunt for arms and ammunition. Only a small quantity was found.

November
The 17th Tank Division of the British Army
were on patrol in Clare with armoured
cars and “Whippet” tanks.
Here is an Austin Mark IV armoured
car crossing the Club Bridge in Ennis.

December
A hunting party travelling in two cars was held up near Carron on December
2nd. A shoot-out took place and lasted some 20 minutes. Nobody was killed but
there were many injuries on both sides.
Five days later the RIC were ambushed at Kilfenora and one RIC man was
wounded.
On December 19th the West Clare Brigade ambushed an RIC patrol near Kilmihil,
where one of the Volunteers was wounded.

Choose three of the main events from 1919 and record them on this timeline.
Jan_____________________________________________________________Dec

Mark these main events
on the map of Clare.
Also mark the ones
close to your home.
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Section 4 - Timeline - 1920
January
The East Clare Brigade robbed the General Post Office in Limerick on New Year’s
Day and made off with £1,500. Meanwhile on the night of January 3rd, the MidClare Brigade ambushed an RIC Patrol near Ballyvaughan. Two policemen were
wounded. The West Clare Brigade ambushed four RIC men in a van at Cooraclare
on January 19th but were caught by surprise when a second RIC patrol arrived.
They were forced to escape and one unfortunate volunteer was drowned in the
Cooraclare River.
IRA headquarters in Dublin were not pleased with Michael Brennan’s decision
to rob the Post Office. They put his brother in charge in his place for a time.
Imagine you are Michael Brennan and you have been called to Dublin to explain
your actions. Write the dialogue between you and your commanding officer.
Perform the completed dialogue as a drama or role play.

February
When the Mid Clare Brigade were transporting the confiscated weapons of a
breakaway independent brigade of volunteers at Crowe’s Bridge in February,
a British Army Lorry happened to come along. The army seized some of the
Brigade’s weapons. An exchange of gunfire took place.
About a week later the four volunteers from the Brigade ambushed an RIC
cycle patrol near the same spot. The policemen returned fire killing the vice
commandant and wounding another volunteer.

April
Around Easter RIC buildings at Bodyke, Tulla, Lahinch, Ballydora, Bunratty,
Fanore, Quilty, Mullagh, Kilfenora and Knock and others along the Galway
border were destroyed.
Peadar Clancy from Cranny led 100 republican prisoners in Mountjoy Jail, Dublin
on Hunger strike. Public pressure mounted on the authorities and they were
released on April 14th.
A crowd who had gathered at Canada Cross, Miltown Malbay to celebrate their
release were fired upon by the RIC and Royal Highland Light Infantry soldiers.
Three men were killed in incident. Canada Cross was given its name by an RIC
man many years earlier. It was a meeting place for local Fenians around the time
the Fenians in America made raids into Canada.
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Kilmihil Incident
The Volunteers engaged
the RIC in a shoot-out in
Kilmihil on April 18th.
An RIC sergeant was killed,
a constable wounded and
a volunteer was also killed.
The RIC threw grenades.
RIC
Reinforcements
came as well as soldiers
from the barracks with
fixed bayonets.
Another shooting took place in Ennis on April
24th. An RIC detective named Swanton was
shot and wounded near the CBS school by a
group of volunteers.

Police Reinforcements
In an effort to regain control of the
country the British brought in police
reinforcements in late spring. There was
a shortage of uniforms so the new recruits
wore tan coloured army khaki and the dark
green of the RIC. They became known as
Black and Tans.
The Auxiliary division of the RIC (ADRIC)
was created in May 1920 and this corps
was made up of ex-army officers. Many of
these were experienced and had fought in
WW1. The “Auxies” as they became known
wore Tam O’Shanters or Scottish beret
type hats with a pompom.

Also around this time, a troop of 50 soldiers
from the Royal Marine Light Infantry
arrived in Kilrush to strengthen the British
forces in West Clare.
One of the Auxiliaries based in Clare is
believed to have been passing information
and photographs to the IRA.
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June
Early in June the East Clare Brigade attacked the RIC barracks in Feakle with
grenades and gunfire but met stiff resistance from two machine guns. Shots
were also fired at Broadford RIC barracks.
On June 23rd the Mid-Clare Brigade disarmed a patrol of seven soldiers of Royal
Highland Light Infantry on O’Connell Street in Ennis.
The Mid-Clare Brigade was also involved in an engagement with British soldiers
at Lissycasey the same month in an attempt to intercept the mail car and seize
more weapons.

July
A similar operation to disarm a patrol of seven soldiers took place successfully
in Ennistymon on July 21st. They tried to repeat the operation the following day
but one Volunteer was shot and killed and another wounded.
In July General Lucas of the British Army was held captive in Clare.

August
The East Clare Brigade raided Sixmilebridge RIC station on August 5th. They
entered while the RIC men slept in their quarters.
On learning of the raid, the British authorities sent 14 lorry loads of soldiers and
Black and Tans to Kilkishen. One was shot there but managed to escape.
On August 10th a group of Volunteers tried to hijack a random van at Tullycrine
Grove to travel to Kilrush. To find out what happened read these accounts:

A

B
“Four men went to the Ennis-Kilrush road to
commandeer a car ....................... W. Shannon,
Thomas Marinan, Frank O’Donnell and
Paddy Clancy. They saw what they thought
was an ordinary Ford car coming from
Kilrush, and at a place called ‘The Grove’ at
Tullycrine one of the men stepped out and
halted the car while the others went round
to the rear - it was a Ford van, open at the
back - and saw seven armed police seated
in the van. One of the lads fired a shot at
random and the four of them immediately
took refuge in ‘The Grove’ and escaped.”
-Art O’Donnell
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Imagine you are one of the RIC men who was in the Ford Van. Write a report on
the incident for your boss.

On August 27th 1920 “An I.R.A. party captured a wagon of rations meant for the
British Army.
A detective was eventually shot in Kilrush a couple of weeks later.

September
On the 14th of September the West Clare Brigade ambushed a British Army
Convoy in Kilmurry McMahon. There were no casualties.
The East Clare Brigade attacked Scariff RIC barracks on September 18th with a
large force. An RIC sergeant was shot while making his way back to the barracks.
The following day two armoured cars together with a force of RIC and Blacks
and Tans tried to burn the Town Hall in Scariff.
The Mid Clare Brigade seized two men suspected of British agents in the
Ennistymon area in September. On the morning of September 22nd exarmy Captain, a magistrate in Kilkee, was shot by the West Clare Brigade at
Caherfeenick. 11 miles away on the same day, the Mid-Clare Brigade ambushed
a lorry load of RIC men in a Crossley Tender at Rineen. Six were killed. Five of the
men were Irish and one was from London.
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In retaliation, the soldiers burned two nearby houses. They also shot an old man
working in a field, who died a number of days later. After darkness had fallen,
British forces began reprisals burning and looting homes, businesses and fields
in Bealatha, Cree, Doonbeg, Kilkee, Ennistymon, Lahinch and Miltown Malbay.

The scene at Tom Connole’s House, Ennistymon on the morning after he was killed
and it was burned by British Forces. Photo courtesy of Clare County Library.
British Forces have pasted a
demolition order on your front door.
What does the notice say – Draw and
write it here

John Whelan’s house in Parliament
Street, Ennistymon the morning
on after it was burned by British
Forces. Photo courtesy of Clare
County Library.
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British Forces order you out of your home before they set it alight.
You can only carry three things. What would you take with you?

On September 26th the villages of Cooraclare, Doonbeg and Mullagh were
threatened with burning. The RIC and Black and Tans looted shops and shot
cattle in Kilfenora. Around the same time in East Clare, three police men came
under fire from the Brigade in Broadford and one died of his wounds. On
September 29th another three RIC came under fire in O’Briensbridge. Two of
the men were killed and the third escaped.

October
Another two RIC men were shot and killed while on patrol in Feakle on October
6th. Two more RIC men were wounded in the incident. That evening a force of
RIC and Black and Tans arrived in the village. They burned the priest’s house, the
post office and a number of other homes.
On the 17th of October about 50 Volunteers took part in a raid on Ruan Barracks
where 14 RIC men were stationed. One RIC man was killed in the raid.
Imagine you are an RIC sergeant in Ruan Barracks during the War. You have been
ordered to defend and barricade the barracks. Draw a picture of the Barracks
and explain your defences.

Scottish soldiers involved in looting and harassing local people in Miltown
Malbay in October shot and killed the father of one of the local Volunteers.
In late October the East Clare brigade detained and shot a man believed to be a
spy. Four homes were burned in reprisal and a £500 reward was offered.
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November
G Company of the Auxiliary division of the RIC was posted to Killaloe at the start
of November. They burned out three houses and damaged a number of others.
A short time later four IRA Volunteers that had been captured were taken out
and killed at night on the bridge at Killaloe by G Company. The commander of
the Auxiliaries had to come to Killaloe to investigate.
About November 17th a British plane (Most likely a Bristol Fighter) crash landed
near Cratloe in Punch’s field. Soldiers were sent from Limerick to guard the
plane. The IRA wanted the plane’s machine gun. They fired on the soldiers. One
was killed and another later died. The IRA were unable to get the machine gun.
A few nights later a column of Volunteers unknowingly cycled into an army
checkpoint which had been posted nearby. The Volunteer scout at the head of
the column was shot but managed to crawl to safety.

Communication:
Can you think of a way to warn the column of IRA Volunteers about a
checkpoint. Remember there were no mobile phones or computers!
Draw or write in the box.

December
On December 18th the Mid Clare Brigade ambushed a military convoy at
Monreal near Ennistymon. The convoy was made up of three Crossley Tenders.
Six soldiers, an RIC man and five Volunteers were wounded as a result of the
Ambush. An Ex RIC man who left the door open for the Ruan Barracks Raid was
at Monreal with the IRA side.
In the West Clare Brigade area two on the run Volunteers were arrested at a
house in Doonbeg. On December 22nd they were put on a Crossley Tender for
Ennis. By the time the Tender reached Ennis, one of the men had already been
killed. The other man was shot in Ennis Jail.
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IRA volunteer Seán McNamara was one of those wounded in the Monreal
Ambush. He was brought to Eibhlís Lyne’s house in Corkscrew Hill. She was a
teacher who taught at the local school. Eibhlís was also in Cumann na mBan. The
pupils acted as lookouts for Ms Lyne in case British Forces tried to capture the
injured Volunteer. They were also trained to build barricades into delay British
vehicles. The republican Dáil rate money for Clare County Council was even
brought to Ms Lyne’s House in their schoolbags!
Imagine you are the owner of a “Safe House” and have an “on the run” Volunteer
in your house. Come up with an escape plan for them if the house is raided by
the Black and Tans.
Imagine you were a pupil in Ms. Lyne’s Class and were asked to make a barrier
across the road to block British vehicles. What materials or equipment would
you use? Draw a picture of your barrier here and describe how it was made.

Choose three of the main events from 1920 and record them on this timeline.
Jan_____________________________________________________________Dec

Mark these main events on the map of Clare.
Also mark the ones close to your home.
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Section 5 - Timeline - 1921
January
The Mid Clare brigade attempted to ambush British Forces at Caherea on
January 9th. An armoured car and two further lorries also arrived on the scene.
County Clare was placed under Martial Law on January 11th but this did not
stop Volunteers in Ennis raiding the mail in the main Post Office.
The East Clare Brigade ambushed a Crossley Tender near Cratloe Railway Station
on January 13th. Four of the RIC men in the Tender were shot and two of them
died. British forces burned a number of homes in the area in reprisal.
A week later the East Clare Brigade organised another ambush on a Crossley
Tender at Glenwood. This time three Black and Tans and three RIC men were
killed. Two wounded men, one the driver a Black and Tan and the other, an RIC
man, managed to escape into Belvoir Woods. The British Forces which included
Black and Tans, RIC and the Auxiliaries from Killaloe again went on the rampage.
farms, homes and businesses were targeted in Bridgetown, Cloneconry, Lissane,
Ballykelly, Annaghclare, Belvoir, Knockatureen, Sixmilebridge and Kilkishen. At
least twenty one houses were destroyed in the rampage. They also arrested
twenty two people.
Watch Lady Sykes visit to the scene on British Pathé News.
https://www.britishpathe.com/video/lady-sykes-visits-reprisal-scenes
Shortly afterwards a Republican Courts magistrate was shot at his home in
Moyasta by British Forces. In the same month the Mid Clare Brigade fired shots
in Ennistymon at RIC men returning from Mass.

February
In February Black and Tans captured men from the flying column of the 1st
Battalion of the Mid Clare Brigade at their HQ at Kearney’s. Around this time a
new force of Auxiliaries were stationed at Corofin. Two more Volunteers were
arrested trying to buy weapons from British Forces. Three Volunteers were found
with stolen rate books and the rate money on February 7th at Kilfenora and were
threatened with being shot. They were arrested and charged with armed robbery.
A civilian was shot by the IRA in Cooraclare the same day while interfering with a
road block. The following week, four members of the East Clare brigade, including
Michael Brennan had a narrow escape when the house they were staying in at
Rossaroe near Sixmilebridge was raided by British Forces. A 74 year old shoemaker
was struck by a British military vehicle near his home in Ennis. He died a number
of days later. On February 20th a group of boys who were collecting birds’ eggs in
Clonlara, were shot at by British Forces. Two of the boys were killed.
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The Volunteers believed that British Forces were using spies to gather information
on their movements. In February and March the Volunteers captured and killed
six suspected spies while one managed to escape.

March
On March 13th a man was killed by British Forces at Moyasta while on March 16th
a Volunteer from the West Clare Brigade was accidently wounded at Kilmore
House and later died.
On March 31st the Mid Clare Brigade killed a Black and Tan in Miltown Malbay
and wounded another. British Forces rounded up civilians in the town a few days
later. A drapery shop on Main Street along with another home were blown up by
the military in reprisal.

April
In Early April the East Clare Brigade exchanged gunfire with British Forces at
Bohatch. Two RIC men were wounded.
On April 16th the Mid Clare Brigade threw a grenade and fired shots into a pub
in Market Street, Ennis. A British Army sergeant was killed, a Constable and two
women were wounded. British forces responded by burning the Old Ground
Hotel and all the furniture from the Clare Hotel on O’Connell Street.
The home of another local man was burned. Explosives were then used by the
military to destroy a shop at the top of Abbey Street. The Mid Clare Brigade
responded by Burning Mill View House, the home of a man believed to a strong
supporter of British Forces.

Ennis Company, 1st Battalion. Includes Joseph P. Moroney back right.
Photo courtesy of Oisín Murphy.
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Ennis Reprisals April 1921
Eye Witness Account

T V Honan was a leading figure in De Valera’s
East Clare Election campaign in 1917. His
house and shop was raided frequently by
British Forces and for a time he was “on the
run” to avoid arrest. His son Josh recalled
that faithful day:
“When the house was blown up (not burned).
It was an official reprisal and notice of the fact
that it was to be demolished was duly served
by being pasted to the shop window and the
hall door. It was scheduled for 3pm in the
afternoon. I had a ringside seat at Aunt May
Daly’s across the street, on the roof outside
the attic window overlooking the Square and
the front of the house.
The Square was blocked-off by a thin cordon
across Jail Street by the Convent Lane,
another across the top of Mill Street, and
Bindon Street was also closed off as was
Church Street about the Friary Bow. The
military came and a section of about twenty
were lined up in two ranks in front of the
house. There was an officer and a company
sergeant major (CSM) in charge. The CSM first
detailed four of them to search and clear the
house. My aunt Della and the manageress,
Miss Fitzpatrick, were in the shop and were
ordered out. When the house clearing party
reported that there was nobody there, then
the CSM and the officers went inside, and
the CSM came out with a carton of polish
boxes from which he rolled the tins of polish
towards the soldiers. These they put in
pockets and stuffed into the folds in their
puttees.
Next, they lifted the front section of the
counter and hurled it through the shop
window. There were cheers from the
“Separation Women” at the top of Mill Street.
The officer went inside and with his cane at
an angle like a plough shear walked along the
shelves of bottles tipping them off onto the
floor. This caused groans and jeers from the
“Separation Women”.
Next came crates of oranges which were
rolled towards the crowd who broke through
the cordon to grab them up with pots of jam
and tinned goods. There were cheers when
the crowd got some of the loot. In this way
the shop was emptied….
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They took all the furniture and threw it out
through the front windows without opening
them, letting it crash on the Square. All
items which broke and would burn were
then dragged by the soldiers and piled in the
vacant site (On the south side of the Square)
which was at basement level, where they
were piled high and sprinkled with petrol.
The CSM then threw a lighted torch onto the
pile and the resultant sheet of flame was
greeted with the loudest cheer of all…
Demolition charges were then placed and
blown. This was badly done as they were not
placed in the basement and, although the
front of the building was wrecked, it was left
in a dangerous condition and had to be pulled
down a few days later.

Possible photo from the day of the demolition of
Honan’s on O’Connell Square. An RIC man and an
Auxilliary or soldier are in the vehicles on the left. The
women wearing the shawls may be the “separation
women”. They were the wives of British soldiers who
got a separation allowance while their husbands were
away on duty. Honan’s is just out of shot on the top
right. Image courtesy of Marie Bowe.

Josh’s father T V was in hospital at the time
Sergeant Rew was killed. This fact did not go
unnoticed by the British Parliament. The Chief
Secretary of Ireland, Sir Hamar Greenwood,
was questioned on the reprisals in Ennis and
as to why T V Honan a widower and his family
were made homeless when he was in hospital
and was clearly not involved in the killing of
Sergeant Rew. Greenwood stated that T V
was known to be involved in organising rebel
activities in a martial law area. When it came
to evidence he said that it “must be left to
the responsible officer on the spot”.

Would you agree or disagree with Sir Hamar Greenwood’s opinion that all
decisions should be left with the responsible officer in charge at time at the
scene involved?
Imagine you are a newspaper reporter. Write a newspaper headline and report
of the reprisals in Ennis.
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The East Clare Brigade captured and killed another suspected spy in April in
Newmarket-on-Fergus. On April 20th the Mid Clare Brigade attacked a troop of
Royal Marines at Ballyvaughan. Two marines were killed. Sometime after this
the barracks was deserted.
They crossed the River Fergus and joined forces with the West Clare Brigade.
The large group attacked British forces in Kilrush about 11pm on April 22nd.
Michael Brennan’s group came across two armed policemen in the Square. Shots
were fired and an RIC sergeant was killed. The wounded constable, a black and
tan, managed to escape to the barracks. At the same time another group of
IRA men captured a soldier near the barracks. An army officer in plain clothes
happened to arrive and opened fire. The IRA returned fire and wounded the
officer. He managed to escape along with the captured soldier.
The party of IRA men in Cappagh began to fire at the Royal Marines in Cappagh
when they heard gunfire. The soldiers in the workhouse tried to come out but
were pinned down by another group of IRA men. At least three soldiers were
wounded.
A house and farm buildings in Monmore were blown up by the British military in
reprisal for the attacks at Kilrush. Two of soldiers were accidentally injured by
the blast and one died a week later.

Officers of the Mid-Clare brigade photographed at Kilfenora, 1921. (L-R) Back
Row: Andrew O’Donoghue o/c 5th Battalion; Sean McNamara; JJ Clohessy;
Seamus Hennessy. Front Row: Frank Barrett; Peadar O’Loughlin; Ignatius O’Neill.
Photo courtesy of Clare County Library.
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May
On May 25th, the Clareman in Michael Collins “Squad” was injured in an attack
on the Customs House in Dublin. The West Clare Brigade shot and killed a Black
and Tan at Cooga while another escaped. About eighty RIC and Auxiliaries were
dispatched from Ennis to deal with the Volunteers.
After a number of days they were ambushed at Darragh Cross by the Barrett
brothers and the West Clare Flying Column. At least six auxiliaries were
wounded in the attack including the machine gunner. Around the same time a
senior volunteer captured after the Glenwood Ambush, was shot while in jail on
Spike Island, Cork Harbour.

June
On June 15th, the Volunteers built a barrier on the railway line at Burton Hill
in Meelick. They were hoping to take the mail from the Limerick-Ennis Train. As
they lay in wait, they were spotted by the Royal Scots soldiers on board and the
engine driver was forced to go through the barrier. The passengers were forced
off and train reversed to the barrier carrying the soldiers. The soldiers pursued
the Volunteers and two Volunteers were killed.
On June 24th two Volunteers were shot and wounded while trying to take
weapons from two Black and Tans on O’Connell Street in Ennis. A young boy
caught in the crossfire was accidentally killed as the Volunteers tried to escape.
On June 28th at Four Roads near Tulla the Volunteers ambushed British soldiers.
One officer was killed and another died of his wounds about two weeks later.

July
In early July a column of Volunteers
from the East Clare Brigade came
under fire following a foiled
ambush attempt at Newmarketon-Fergus. One Black and Tan was
wounded and one Volunteer, who
had left the RIC, died at the scene.
Another engagement took place
in Corofin between the Mid
Clare Brigade and the Auxiliaries A group of officers of the Mid-Clare Brigade of the
IRA taken at a training camp at Liscannor during the
without injury.
Truce. (L-R) Back row: Tom Liddy; Paddy Hehir; Joe
Murphy; Jimmy Kelleher; Paddy Ward; James Lafferty;
Mick Guthrie. Front row: Tom Gardiner; Andrew
O’Donoghue, Battalion Commander; Peadar Considine,
Battalion Quartermaster; P O’Brien. Photo courtesy of
Clare County Library.
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Black & Tans raided St. Flannan’s College and arrested its president Fr William
O’Kennedy. He was treasurer of the Loan Fund in East Clare that collected nearly
£14,000.
On July 8th Éamon de Valera met with the British commander General Macready
and agreed a ceasefire for midday on July 11th.
The day before the ceasefire the IRA shot and killed a Black and Tan on O’Connell
Street Ennis. A British soldier travelling by motorbike also drowned when part of
Bunratty Bridge, which had been damaged by the IRA, fell down.
Start of the Ceasefire
On the day of the ceasefire Michael Brennan and a group of fully armed IRA
men travelled to Ennis by car where he was met by cheering crowds at the Clare
Hotel on O’Connell Street. The ceasefire would last until the Civil War in 1922.

Design a 100th anniversary
commemorative medal of the War
of Independence in Co. Clare.
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If you were interviewing a relative of a person who was involved in the
War of Independence, what questions would you ask them about their
relative or the wartime? Write your questions here:

Choose three of the main events from 1921 and record them on this timeline.
Jan_____________________________________________________________Dec

Mark these main events
on the map of Clare.
Also mark the ones
close to your home.
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Section 6 - Prisoners of War

Many Clare people were arrested and sent to jail or internment camps during the
Revolutionary Period (1913-1923). One of these was Art O’Donnell from Tullycrine,
leader of the West Clare Brigade.
After the 1916 Rising, Art and other well-known Irish Volunteers were arrested
and ended up in Frongoch prison camp in Wales. He was there until the end of July
1916. While Art was in Frongoch he kept a notebook. His notebook is now in the
County Clare Archives.

Have a look at
his sketch of
his prison cell
from Frongoch.

He was arrested again for parading and drilling with the Irish Volunteers. He was
sent to Mountjoy Jail in Dublin and then to Dundalk Jail. When he was in Mountjoy,
he and other prisoners refused to eat (hunger strike) as a protest. Michael Brennan
from Meelick was also held at Dundalk Jail. Art was released in December 1918.
Art was arrested once again at Ennis Courthouse in November 1920. This time he
ended up in Ballykinlar Camp, Co. Down until after the Truce.

Ballykinlar Camp,
courtesy of the
National Museum
of Ireland.
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Art was a member of the Camp Council in Ballykinlar and was also a member of
the camp teaching staff. He appears in a number of photos. A camera had been
smuggled into the camp and was hidden in his hut!
Another person arrested in November 1920 and sent to Ballykinlar was Joe
Connole. Joe was the brother of Tom Connole who was killed in the Rineen
Ambush reprisals at his home in Ennistymon. When arrested Joe was taken firstly
to Limerick Jail and then to Cork Jail. Next, he was sent with other prisoners to
Belfast on a ship called the Black Bird. When they arrived in Belfast stones were
thrown at them. Like Art, Joe too was taken to Ballykinlar prisoner of war camp.
When Joe was released, he kept in contact with the other prisoners throughout
his life.
CHOOSE A CHALLENGE:
1.Imagine your are one of Joe’s friends. Write a short prison journal (one week)
and illustrate.
2.Write a Postcard to friends or family with a plan to escape. You could include a
drawing of a key for the main gate or ask them to smuggle in digging equipment
for a tunnel.
You have to disguise your message as a joke
or cartoon just as was done in DeValera’s
Lincoln Jail breakout. You could also
write it in Irish as many of the soldiers
may not be able to understand it.
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Visual Evidence: Have a look at the movie reel clip of
Ballykinlar Camp from British Pathé News:
https://ifiplayer.ie/martial-law-in-ireland/
Imagine if you had been in the internment camp in Ballykinlar.
What would you have missed most about home or the outside world?

Brigadier General Lucas was captured while fishing on the River Blackwater in
Cork in June 1920. He was moved to Clare by the IRA and held by the East Clare
Brigade. The unit led by Michael Brennan wanted to be rid of him because it
took a lot of men to guard him. The IRA guards liked him and they decided to let
him escape. They put less guards on duty and Lucas took his chance to escape.
As he got on well with his guards, Lucas never told British Forces about the
people’s homes he was held in. One of the houses he was held in was Hastings in
Tullyvarraga near Shannon. A letter he wrote to his wife while he was captured
even appeared on the BBC programme “The Antiques Roadshow”.

General Lucas (seated) in County
Clare with IRA guards Paddy
Brennan,
Michael
Brennan,
James Brennan and Joe Keane.

32

The Mid Clare Brigade captured two men
suspected of acting as British agents in
September 1920. They were operating
in the Ennistymon area. They were held
in Ballinalacken Castle near Doolin, but
eventually released and warned to leave
Ireland. Both men served in the British
Army. One of them, Captain McLean, was
recognised by the Brigade volunteers
because he had been based in Lahinch with
the Scottish Horse Regiment.
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Some Useful Websites:
Clare County Library
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/
History Link: 		
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/coclare/history/intro.htm
Decade of Centenaries Link:
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/library/doc_info.htm
Museum Link:
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/claremuseum/
Clare County Archives Link:
https://www.clarelibrary.ie/eolas/archives/archives_index.htm
Mid Clare Brigade Commemoration 100
https://midclarebrigade.ie/
Witness Statements from the Military Archives
https://www.militaryarchives.ie/home
Contemporary Newspapers
Clare Champion, 9th Dec 2010
Witness Statements from the Bureau of Military Archives
Cyril Jones Quote:
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Design a monument in remembrance of
all who suffered or were killed in the war
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