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The 1916 Easter Rising is probably 
the single most important event in the 
history of modern Ireland. More than 
800 books have been published on the 
subject with almost 500 currently in 
print. 

This promotion features a selection 
of the best of the currently available 
books on the Rising. The books 
selected include general introductions, 
biographies of the individual leaders, 
first-hand accounts of particular battles, 
details of the insurrection in particular 
parts of the country and accounts of the 
civilian experience of the Rising. 

The general overviews of the Rising 
range from books like Richard Killeen’s 
A Short History of the 1916 Rising which 
provide a brief introduction to the 
event, to those like Diarmaid Ferriter’s  
A Nation and Not a Rabble which 
examines the prevailing environment 
in Ireland at the time and the 
consequences and legacy of the Rising. 
Turtle Bunbury’s Easter Dawn is one 
of a number of books that provide 
an accessible illustrated account of 
the events of Easter Week including 
photographs and reproductions of  
letters and newspaper articles. 

Many biographies have been written 
on the leaders of the 1916 Rising. The 
O’Brien Press’ 16 Lives is a series of 
biographies of all sixteen men executed 
for their role in the rebellion. Ann 
Matthews’ Renegades considers the 

role of women in the Rising and gives 
a detailed understanding of the extent 
of female involvement in public politics 
and militancy during the period. 

Paul O’Brien’s Blood on the Streets: 
1916 & the battle for Mount Street Bridge 
details that particular battle. Other 
books focus on the fighting in particular 
parts of the country such as the 
insurrection in Clare which is analysed 
in Blood on the Banner by Pádraig Óg Ó 
Ruairc and Ireland’s Banner County by 
Daniel McCarthy. First hand accounts 
of the fighting by those who participated 
in it such as Joe Good’s Inside the 
GPO 1916 give a real insight into the 
conditions for the rebels on the ground.

Accounts of the civilian experiences of 
the Rising and the hardship endured by 
them are recounted in Mick O’Farrell’s 
1916: what the people saw and Joe 
Duffy’s Children of the Rising.

A list of fiction books about the Rising 
or set with the Rising as background is 
also provided. 

This listing is but a small selection of the 
books that have been written about the 
Easter Rising. Clare County Library’s 
book collection contains many more 
books on the subject, some of which are 
out of print. 

There are also a number of books on the 
subject available in ebook format. Check 
our catalogue on www.clarelibrary.ie. 

Lament for Thomas MacDonagh 

He shall not hear the bittern cry
In the wild sky, where he is lain,
Nor voices of the sweeter birds,
Above the wailing of the rain.

Nor shall he know when loud March blows
Thro’ slanting snows her fanfare shrill,
Blowing to flame the golden cup
Of many an upset daffodil.

But when the Dark Cow leaves the moor,
And pastures poor with greedy weeds,
Perhaps he’ll hear her low at morn,
Lifting her horn in pleasant meads.

by Francis Ledwidge

Reading the Rising



Éamonn Ceannt:
supreme sacrifice 
by William Henry
Mercier Press 2012 / First published in 2005

Supreme Sacrifice charts the life of Éamonn Ceannt from his 
schooldays in Co. Galway right through to his execution on 7 
May 1916 in Dublin. It explores his youth and family, his love of 
and contribution to the Irish language, the planning of the 1916 
Rising and his execution  in Kilmainham Gaol.

No Ordinary Women: 
Irish female activists in the 
revolutionary years 1900-1923
by Sinead McCoole
The O’Brien Press 2015 / First published in 2003

Using historical records, interviews with survivors and their 
families, and the women’s own prison diaries, memorabilia, and 
writings, McCoole vividly recreates the characters, personalities 
and courage of Ireland’s revolutionary women.

 

Rebel Ireland:
Easter Rising to Civil War 
by Sean McMahon
Originally published by Mercier Press as 3 separate books in 
1999, 2000 and 2001

McMahon brings together in a cohesive volume the three key 
events from which the Republic of Ireland evolved: the Easter 
Rising of 1916, the War of Independence of 1921 and the Civil 
War of 1922. He traces the causes, courses and consequences of 
these events.

When the Clock Struck in 1916:  
close-quarter combat in the Easter Rising 
by Derek Molyneux and Darren Kelly
The Collins Press 2015 
 
This book places the reader alongside the fighting men and 
women in the midst of the cauldron that was central Dublin 
during Easter week 1916. This account of the major engagements 
of that week takes us with the foot soldiers on both sides of the 
conflict onto the shelled and bullet-ridden streets of Dublin, into 
the collapsing buildings and through the gunsmoke. 

 

Revolutionary Ireland: 
a photographic record  
by George Morrison 
Gill & Macmillan 2013

Morrison’s book is a photographic guide to this key period in 
Irish history with photographs in chronological order from 1845 
up to 1926. He reproduces photographs of the key people and 
events up to the end of the Civil War and beyond, including 
the background to the events themselves. Explanatory text 
accompanies each of the photographs. 
 

The GAA & Revolution in Ireland 1913-1923 
edited by Gearóid Ó Tuathaigh
The Collins Press 2015

Leading writers in the field of modern Irish history and the 
history of sport explore the impact on ordinary life of major 
events between 1913 and 1923 through the lens of a sporting 
organisation. The book recounts how a major sporting and 
national body - the GAA - both influenced and was influenced  
by the upheavals of this period.



Easter Dawn:
the 1916 Rising
by Turtle Bunbury
Mercier Press 2015
 
Easter Dawn charts the story of the Rising from the landing of the 
guns at Howth in 1914 to the arrests and executions that followed 
it. The fate of those involved - rebel and loyalist alike - is told 
through eyewitness accounts and media reports. The narrative is 
woven around contemporary photographs, many rare and unseen, 
providing a fresh look at the people and places involved. 

 

Children of the Rising: 
the untold story of the young lives lost
during Easter 1916
by Joe Duffy
Hachette Books Ireland 2015

Children of the Rising is the first ever account of the young lives 
violently lost during the week of the 1916 Rising: long-forgotten 
and never commemorated until now. Drawing on extensive 
original research and interviews with relatives, Duffy creates a 
compelling picture of these forty lives, along with a depiction of 
the cut and thrust of city life between the two canals a century 
ago.  

 

A Terrible Beauty: 
poetry of 1916
selected by Mairéad Ashe FitzGerald
The O’Brien Press 2015

Ireland’s Easter 1916 Rising was unusual in that it was led by a 
mix of soldiers and trade unions but also visionaries and writers. 
This collection of poems portrays the dreams and visions of 
freedom and nationhood of these artists, focusing on before, 
during and after the 1916 Rising. 

James Connolly 
by Lorcan Collins
The O’Brien Press 2012

Born in the slums of Edinburgh, James Connolly became a leading 
Irish socialist and revolutionary  and one of the leaders of the 
1916 rebellion. This book is part of the 16 Lives series which looks 
at the events, lives and deeds of the sixteen men executed for their 
role in Ireland’s Easter 1916 Rising. 

 

1916: 
the Easter Rising 
by Tim Pat Coogan
Phoenix 2005 / First published by Cassell in 2001

Coogan provides an account of the events, personalities and 
repercussions of the rebellion which marked a turning point in 
Ireland’s struggle for freedom. He also views the Northern Ireland 
peace process through the legacy of the rising.    

 

A Nation and Not a Rabble:
the Irish Revolution, 1913-1923
by Diarmaid Ferriter
Profile Books 2015

Drawing on an abundance of archival material, witness statements 
and testimony from ordinary Irish people, Ferriter explores this 
revolutionary period. He includes an examination of issues such 
as the role of women and the battle for material survival as well as 
conflicts over health, land, religion, law and order as well as the 
legacy of the Rising.



Michael Mallin 
by Brian Hughes 
The O’Brien Press 2012

Michael Mallin was Chief of Staff and second in command to 
James Connolly in the Irish Citizen Army and commanded a 
garrison of rebels during Easter week. This book is part of the 
16 Lives series which looks at the events, lives and deeds of the 
sixteen men executed for their role in Ireland’s Easter 1916 Rising.

 

Tom Clarke: 
the true leader of the Easter Rising 
by Michael T. Foy
The History Press Ireland 2014

Long overshadowed by fellow republicans Patrick Pearse and 
James Connolly, Tom Clarke was the first signatory of the 
Proclamation of Independence. During an extraordinary life 
dedicated to Irish freedom he rose from humble origins and 
endured thirty years of struggle, imprisonment and exile before 
becoming a master conspirator in the Easter Rising. 

 

Inside the GPO 1916:  
a first-hand account
by Joe Good
The O’Brien Press 2015 / Originally published by Brandon in 1996

This journal recounts Good’s first-hand experience of fighting 
on the ground in the 1916 Rising and The War of Independence. 
Written with wry, down-to-earth humour the journal of this 
English-born volunteer gives the reader a real insight into Ireland’s 
fight for freedom.

Blood on the Streets: 
1916 & the battle for Mount Street Bridge 
by Paul O’Brien 
Mercier Press 2008

On April 26th 1916, a small band of Volunteers killed or wounded 
240 British soldiers before they were overpowered and defeated 
in the bloodiest battle of the Rising. This book explores what 
really happened during the battle for Mount Street Bridge and 
features the only written account by a British army officer of the 
executions at Kilmainham jail in the aftermath of the Rising.

 

1916: 
what the people saw 
by Mick O’Farrell  
Mercier Press 2013

This book brings together a wealth of eyewitness accounts, many 
previously unpublished, from ordinary people. The accounts 
come from letters, diaries, extracts from otherwise unrelated 
biographies, and contemporary magazine and newspaper articles. 
Whether fearful of starvation, appalled by the horror or excited 
by the sheer drama of events, these accounts first and foremost 
present the human side of Ireland’s rebellion. 

 

Blood on the Banner: 
the Republican struggle in Clare 1913-1923
by Pádraig Óg Ó Ruairc
Mercier Press 2009 

Fifty three republicans from Clare gave their lives in the struggle 
for independence and in the subsequent Civil War. This book 
explores the story of Clare’s republicans from the events of 1798 
to the end of the Civil War. It re-examines this long struggle and 
casts light upon the true course of events, as well as remembering 
the casualties from both sides of the fight.



Dublin’s Fighting Story 1916-1921:  
told by the men who made it
introduction by Diarmaid Ferriter 
Mercier Press 2009 / First published by The Kerryman in 1948

This book is written from the perspective of the eyewitnesses 
and fighting men themselves in the struggle for independence 
in Dublin from the formation of the Fianna Éireann and the 
Volunteers, through the Great Dublin Strike and Lock-out in 
1913 and the 1916 Rising, to the tragedy of Bloody Sunday in 
1920 and the burning of the Customs House in 1921.

 

The Easter Rebellion 1916:  
a new illustrated history
by Conor McNamara 
The Collins Press 2015

The Easter Rebellion of 1916 was one of the first comprehensively 
documented political rebellions in the twentieth century. A 
generation of revolutionaries left behind iconic photographs, 
manuscripts, personal notebooks, letters and political cartoons. 
This lavishly illustrated book gathers together this first-hand 
material and presents an authoritative exploration of the events of 
Easter week.  

 

Who’s Who in the Dublin Rising 1916  
by Joseph E.A. Connell Jnr
Wordwell 2015

This book provides a comprehensive listing of all of the 2,100 
men and women of the rebel forces who were in the Dublin 
garrisons during Easter week, along with a short biography of 
each. 

Ireland’s Banner County: 
Clare from the fall of Parnell 
to the Great War 1890-1918
by Daniel McCarthy
Saipan Press  2002

This book seeks to examine the socio-economic and politico-
military factors in Clare in the lead up to the climatic election  
result in 1917 and to explore the rise of republicanism in the  
county up to the War of Independence.  It also attempts to give  
an accurate depiction of the environment in which Claremen  
joined the allied armies in their thousands.   

 

Renegades:  
Irish Republican women 1900-1922 
by Ann Matthews
Mercier Press 2010

Renegades is a comprehensive account of the tragedies, triumphs, 
politics and conflicts experienced by Irish women during the 
country’s War of Independence and Civil War. Matthews notes 
the names and activism of dozens of women - some already 
known, some unknown - and allows the reader to get a detailed 
understanding of the extent of female involvement in public  
politics and militancy in the early twentieth century. 

 

Dublin 1914-1918 A City in Wartime:  
Easter Rising 1916 
by Padraig Yeates
Gill & Macmillan 2011

This history looks at how the lives of ordinary Dubliners were 
affected by the changes wrought and how these events helped 
shape, not alone the city, but modern Ireland. Yeates examines the 
motivations of those who fought on both sides in the Easter Rising, 
why so many working-class Dublin men joined the British Army, 
how civilians survived the war years, the impact of the war on music 
halls, child cruelty, prostitution, public health and much more.



A Short History of the 1916 Rising
by Richard Killeen
Gill & Macmillan 2009

This book provides a short introduction to the events of the 
Rising on a day-by-day basis, starting on Easter Sunday and 
continuing through to the surrender the following Saturday. 
Killeen also summarises the executions and the fate of the major 
survivors on both sides.

 

Easter 1916: 
the Irish Rebellion
by Charles Townshend 
Penguin Books 2015 / First published by Allen Lane in 2005

Now with a new preface for the centenary of the Easter Rising, 
Townshend traces the dramatic events of the Easter Rebellion 
in Dublin in 1916, the actions and aims of the rebels, the British 
response to the revolt and the consequences, politically and 
culturally, of the uprising. He sets the rebellion in the context of 
WW1 as well as political and cultural developments in Ireland.

 

Dublin Burning: 
the Easter Rising from behind the barricade
by Commandant W.J. Brennan-Whitmore
Gill & Macmillan 2013

Commandant W.J. Brennan-Whitmore was officer commanding 
the Volunteer position at the head of North Earl Street, an 
outworking of the GPO garrison, during Easter week. No 
other senior volunteer figure has left a similar memoir of the 
insurrection.

Fiction set in the 1916 period

A Long, Long Way by Sebastian Barry

A Star Called Henry by Roddy Doyle

Thy Tears Might Cease by Michael Farrell

1916 by Morgan Llywelyn

What Becomes of Us by Henrietta McKervey

The Scorching Wind by Walter Macken

Fallen by Lia Mills

The Red and the Green by Iris Murdoch

At Swim Two Boys by Jamie O’Neill

Strumpet City by James Plunkett

Trinity by Leon Uris

Volunteer Peadar Clancy, 1916 



East Clare Battalion, Irish Volunteers c.1914

 

They shall be spoken of among their people,
The generations shall remember them,
And call them blessed

from The Mother, P.H. Pearse


