Family Time
At Your Library

- Storytime Videos
- Activites

- Crafts
- Book Clinic
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Clare County Library offers you a host of Family Events in December to highlight the importance
of family involvement in children’s reading. Our range of Family Time at your Library activities
are provided to engage you and your children in the enjoyment of reading and sharing
stories.

While we may not see you in person at our library branches in Clare this December we know you
will enjoy this exciting and varied programme of online events provided by children’s writers,
local artists and library staff.

Happy Christmas to all our readers !

The activities listed in this programme will be available on Clare Library’s
YouTube channel and on our social media platforms during December.



Seasonal Stories with Mary Murphy

Mary Murphy is one of Ireland’s best known writers of children’s
books. She lives in Dublin with her dogs, Honey and Alfie.
She loves writing and drawing, and has written and illustrated
45 books for young children since 1997.

Mary invites you to join in four of her amazing stories which
Clare County Library will share with you on our YouTube
channel each Tuesday in December at 11.30am.

3 videos outof4 have a surprise book-related activity atthe end.

Have your pencils, crayons and craft materials at the ready!
Mary will present some beautiful art and craft activities for all
the family.

Staff Storytime Videos

Clare Library staff from branches around the county read their favourite stories:

€ Helen Flynn, Miltown Malbay Library reads :
Danny’s Crazy Christmas by Brianog Brady Dawson
and Reindeer Down by Natasha Mac a’ Bhaird

€ Ellen Stritch, DeValera Library, Ennis reads :
The Squirrels Who Squabbled by Rachel Bright
and Mummy and Me by Emma Chichester Clark

€ Tara Considine, Scariff Library reads :
This is Gus by Chris Chatterton

€ Orla Mulqueen, Killaloe Library reads :
Mary’s Hair by Eoin Colfer
and Harry & The Dinosaurs make a Christmas Wish by lan Whybrow
Also, check out Orla’s list of other Recommended Christmas Reads.

€ Aishling Martin from Shannon Library reads :
Christmas for Greta and Gracie by Yasmeen Ismail
and One Snowy Night by M Christina Butler and Tina Mcnaughton

Reindeer Down! with Natasha Mac a’Bhaird & Audrey Dowling
A Christmas online event for schools.
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Natasha Mac a'Bhaird and Audrey Dowling present an online - RSttt
story workshop based on their picture book Reindeer Down! 2

Join them in your own classrooms when they will read with you,
show you how to make a picture book and guide you in a fun
draw-along.

Most importantly find out who will pull Santa’s sleigh when
Dancer hurts her leg.




Magical Christmas Storytime

Join Samantha Morrissey, Scariff Library, for a feast of Christmas stories
and lots of festive fun in this interactive event.
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Takes place Saturday 12th December from 11.00am to 11.45am.
A grown-up must be present with children aged 3 to 6. >/

The event will be broadcast from the Clare County Library Facebook page.

Christmas Family Crafts

Learn how to make a SNOWFLAKE DECORATION using recycled paper.
Aishling Martin, Shannon Library, showcases her hand-made decorations
s on the Shannon Library windows this December, providing you with the
inspiration to decorate your own windows for Christmas.

e

BOOKMAKING VIDEOS with bookbinder Eilis Murphy from FOLDED LEAF.

8 to 12 year olds are invited to make a stunning star book with Eilis. You will also have
the choice of turning your book into a Christmas star decoration by following Eilis’
step-by-step video instructions.
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Not forgetting younger children, Eilis invites 4 to 7 year olds to help her make a 1-sheet
wonder book! You can create your own Christmas-themed book from one sheet of
paper! That's not all. Eilis will show you how to create cut-out characters to bring
your storybook to life. Get ready to fold, cut, colour and glue and have lots of fun.
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DRAW A CHRISTMAS ELF with Aidan Courtney, Corofin Library.
Check out Aidan’s video on Clare Library’s YouTube channel and follow
his instructions to draw a cheeky Christmas EIf.

Children of all ages will enjoy listening to Aidan’s simple step-by-step
guidelines in Irish and English, and remember you can pause the video
at any time to draw at your own pace.
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MAKE YOUR OWN CHRISTMAS CARDS
Join Samantha Morrissey, Scariff Library on Thursday 10th of December
at 4.00pm for an interactive family craft class on Zoom.

A Christmas card craft pack will be posted to you in advance with card -
making materials for two family members. CHR
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Places are limited so please contact Scariff library at 061 922893 to
register and to find out more. }m



More Christmas Family Crafts

Caroline Aherne, Shannon Library, along with her assistant Anna, demonstrate some
simple CHRISTMAS COOKIE DECORATING IDEAS using some of the lovely Christmas
baking and craft books available from your local library.
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Decorate your homes this Christmas with wonderful easy-to-make
73 L c SNOWMEN AND CHRISTMAS TREE PAPER CHAINS.

Pauline Whelan and Margaret Scanlon at Sixmilebridge Library show
us how.

Clare County Library Staff’s Favourite Childhood Books

This December Clare County Library is celebrating our favourite child-
hood books. Library staff from all around the county recall those books
that fired their imagination as children and remain with them still. Books
chosen range from the adventures of Heidi in the Swiss Alps to Enid
Blyton’s tale of children running away to live in a house made of willow on
an island. Watch out for our Staff Childhood Favourites on our social
media or perhaps you would like to share some of those books that
kept you reading after bedtime and made you a lifelong reader.

Send an email to scarriff_library@clarecoco.ie or send a message through
our Facebook page and we can share your choices with everyone!

Book Clinic with Tara Considine, Scariff Library

Would you like to read some exciting stories this Christmas?

Have you finished reading the best book ever and are you looking for
another great read?

Do you love the series of books you’re reading right now and would you
like to try something new?

Why not check out Clare Library’s very own Doctor Dolittle’s book
prescription. It is sure to heal your reading problems and help you
discover new, exciting books and authors!

BorrowBox

A suite of online resources including bestselling e-Books and e-Audiobooks
for children and adults are available free of charge on the library website
through BorrowBox. Library members can log in using their library barcode
and PIN number. Download some of the world’s most popular authors to your
computer or directly to your smartphone or tablet via the App.

Design and layout by Brian Doyle, Library HQ
Cartoons by Aidan Courtney, Corofin Library [Santa, EIf and Holly]

Videos uploaded by Jackie Dermody, Library ICT & Information Services
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