Leabharlann Chontae an Chláir
Clare County Library
Clare County Library Headquarters
Mill Road, Ennis, County Clare
065 684 6350
mailbox@clarelibrary.ie

www.clarelibrary.ie

A Clare County Library Children’s Book Promotion featuring
The Bisto Children’s Book of the Year Awards 2001 to 2010.

“The more that you read, the more things you will know.
The more you learn, the more places you’ll go.”— Dr. Seuss,
“I Can Read With My Eyes Shut!”

Other Book promotions for children
available through the library website include;
Books into Film
Dads ‘N’ Lads
From Pictures to Words - a guide to choosing books for beginner readers
Blúirín Gaeilge - Leabhair do Phaistí
Eureka - A Popular Science Book Promotion for Children
Changing Places Changing Faces - A Guide to Multicultural Books for Children
Irish Authors for Children
1990s Children’s Book Award Winners
Picture This - A Guide to Choosing Books for Young Children

Introduction
The last decade has seen a host of excellent books suited to young readers from tots
to teens receive the Bisto and its sister award the Eilis Dillon Award in Ireland.
The Bisto Book of the Year Award was introduced by Children’s Books Ireland
to recognise talent in the field of children’s literature by Irish authors, or authors
living in Ireland. The highly regarded and prestigious prize brings new children’s
books to the attention of children, parents, teachers and librarians and indeed, to
anyone who has an interest in good books for children and teenagers.
The Bisto Book of the Year Award presented annually in May has been renamed
the CBI Children’s Book of the Year Awards. Authors and illustrators born or
resident in Ireland, whose books are written either in Irish or English are eligible
for consideration.
In this children’s book promotion, Clare County Library hopes to jog the
memories of readers, young and old who may have connected in a special way with
any or many of the featured books over the last decade.
The collection is worthwhile exploring, obviously because they are all awardwinning books, and also because the authors and illustrators are guaranteed to
whet your appetite and leave you searching for more after you’ve read from this list
of recommendations.
You will see that some of the authors included are multi-award winners, some have
received these awards for one or two years in succession, and that almost all these
writers have consistently been at the top of the best sellers lists of children’s books
during the past decade.

A Bit Lost

There

Year: 2010/2011

Year: 2009/2010

by Chris Haughton
Uh-oh! Sleepy Little Owl has fallen out of the nest. Bumping into Squirrel he
finds a helpful friend. Giving the most limited description of his Mummy, Little
Owl and his new-found friend set off in search of her. Acting on each adjective
to describe her, but never putting them together to complete the picture, they
eventually find Frog who knows exactly who they’re looking for and surprise,
surprise she’s been looking everywhere for
Little Owl too.
All’s well that ends well. Mother and Baby
Owl have a cookie party in their nest with
their friends Squirrel and Frog. However
on the last beautifully illustrated, double
page spread, Baby Owl, teetering on the
edge of the nest, is dozing off again!
Chris Haughton is a relatively new
name in picture books. His striking
illustrations and clever use of words
are sure to make him a popular
author in this genre in the coming
years.

by Marie Louise Fitzpatrick

Everything about this picture book by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick is simply beautiful;
the cover, the end papers and the beautiful illustrations contained within. It leaves
the older reader in no doubt that a picture paints a thousands words, and on the
simplest level it is a delightful story to share with your child.
A little girl asks when will she get There? How
will she know that she’s arrived? Will she be
really BIG, There? And what type of shoes
she should wear? How will she manage if
there are dragons There?
By joining her on her journey, young
children will be inspired to talk about
life in the town and life in the country,
the beauty of nature and the diversity
of the weather.
On her quest for There, the little girl
raises many doubts but reassuringly
decides at the end, not to go
today. Leaving is for tomorrow
when she’s less busy!

Bog Child

The London Eye Mystery

Year: 2008/2009

Year: 2007/2008

One inch from the wall of the brown turf, he froze. “There’s something here. In the
earth. A hand.”

Ted and Kat wave their cousin Salim goodbye as he happily gets on board the
London Eye. But little do they know that he will not be there when it stops and
everyone one else gets off. How could Salim vanish without a trace?

by Siobhan Dowd

Gathering turf on the mountain with his uncle Tally, Fergus discovers the body of a
child that was almost certainly murdered. Both Fergus and his uncle are victims of
the Troubles in Northern Ireland. Uncle Tally is a staunch republican and dreams
that one day the only border will be the sea.
Bog Child explores the unimaginable pressure of
political strife felt by Fergus. Caught between the
IRA and the British Army, he must contend with
constant border checkpoints, a brother who
decides to hunger strike for political beliefs and
he is forced to become a courier for the IRA
on his early morning runs. With all this in the
background, he struggles to do well at school,
in an effort to leave behind the life of physical
and mental effort he has had to endure so far.
There are multiple strands to this novel,
all expertly interwoven to create what
has been described by reviewers as
unflinchingly honest and brave. Along
with winning the Bisto Book of the Year
Award, Bog Child was also the deserved
winner of the Carnegie Medal in
2009, which is awarded annually to the best
children’s book published in the U.K.

by Siobhan Dowd

Because the efforts of the police are fruitless in finding him, his cousins Ted and
Kat must tackle the mystery themselves and both agree
to ignore what annoys them most about one another.
It is the unique operating system of Ted’s brain that
provides the clue to solving the mystery. The story
celebrates the benefits of having Asperger Syndrome
and views the disability as a gift rather than the
more common portrayal of it as a problem.
Dowd’s quirky characters, accurate description
of the London cityscape and a who-dun-it style
mystery combine to make this an excellent
read.

The Boy In The Striped Pyjamas

The New Policeman

Year: 2006/2007

Year: 2005/2006

Set in Berlin in 1942, The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas tells a poignant story of nineyear-old Bruno, typical of his age with a passion for exploring. It is this love of
exploration that leads him, along with his Jewish friend Schmuel to a devastating
fate.

Set in Kinvara, the home of its award-winning author, the story features 15 year
old JJ as its central character, who visits the land of eternal youth, in search of
Time. Helen Liddy, JJ’s mother, constantly yearns for more time and this will be
his birthday gift to her.

When Bruno returns home from school one day, he
discovers his family must move from their home in
Berlin to a new house far away, where there is no one
to play with and nothing to do. Bruno struggles to
reconcile the knowledge that his father is a very
important man for whom “The Fury” has great
things in store, with the heartbreak he feels at
leaving his three best friends for life. A tall fence
runs alongside Bruno’s new home at “Out-With”
cutting him off from the strange people in
the distance. But, Bruno who longs to be an
explorer, discovers the existence of a whole
new environment beyond the fence.

Kate Thompson successfully and credibly merges
two very different eras with JJ’s visit to Tír na nÓg.
Beginning with a rumour he hears in the school
playground that his great-grandfather was a
murderer, JJ is led into a mythical and magical
world.

by John Boyne

It is sad and ironic that Bruno is jealous of
Schmuel, his new-found friend whom he
perceives as having dozens of friends to
play with for hours every day, while he
is stuck on the opposite side of the fence
with no one to talk to. The incredible evil
synonymous with the holocaust is portrayed through the
completely innocent observances of a nine-year-old boy in almost
every chapter of this remarkable book.

by Kate Thompson

An accomplished fiddle player, JJ’s knowledge
of music helps him to understand how time is
escaping between the two worlds, and it’s also
an advantage when he connects with Aengus
and his friends in Tír na nÓg.
The fairy magic that JJ finds when he
arrives in Tír na nÓg lends itself to some
philosophical discussion by the author
about time and the different effects of
its passing on adults and children.
Mystery, adventure, fantasy and music –
Thompson’s novel has them all.
The New Policeman also won the Guardian Children’s Book Prize 2005.

Annan Water

Wings Over Delft

Year: 2004/2005

Year: 2003/2004

by Kate Thompson
Michael is haunted by the tune and the words of a song about a river near his
house, Annan Water. As he is drawn more and more to the river and to what lies
beyond it, he is also drawn to Annie.
This young man on the threshold of adulthood has
much to contend with. Constant hard work is the
reason for living and his “family” has become a horse
dealers’ yard. His school time is spent resting from the
hardship of the physical work he must do every day
at home. As a result he is totally at odds with his
classmates and his school environment. However
Michael finds solace, excitement and enjoyment
in his skills as a rider and showjumper and in his
most unusual affinity with the beloved horses in
his care.
He is compelled by a force even unknown to
himself that will take him and Annie away to
a new life and new hope not only for them
but for both of their families. Annan Water
will strike a chord on several levels with
teenage readers, male and female.
Kate Thompson is the only author to win
the Children’s Books Ireland Bisto Book of the
Year award four times - in 2002 for The Beguilers, in
2003 for The Alchemist’s Apprentice, in 2004 for Annan Water and in
2006 for The New Policeman.

by Aubrey Flegg

Louise Eeden has no feelings of love for Reynier Devries and she is sure he feels
the same. Coming from two wealthy Dutch pottery families, they’ve grown up
together, befriended each other from toddlers to teens, and the town, impatient
of waiting, has decided that they are to be married. The daughter of a wealthy
Dutch family Louise must now behave in the way that’s expected of her, including
reluctantly posing for a famous artist to paint her portrait because it has been
commissioned by her father.
The painter commissioned to complete Louise’s portrait
resents having to work for what he earns. Even
though he’s often bad-tempered he means a lot to his
apprentice Pieter who’s been with him for four years.
Louise who is totally without conceit is the most
difficult of portraits for the great master to paint.
She could in fact be his nemesis.
Louise’s dread of spending long boring hours
in studio while her portrait is being painted,
is surprisingly replaced by her enjoyment
of finding the freedom to be herself for the
first time. But her every move is being
carefully watched and her relationship
with Pieter is under scrutiny. Treachery
and deceit unfold leading to a shocking
confrontation.
What ultimately has fate in store for Louise?

You, Me and the Big Blue Sea

The Alchemist’s Apprentice

Year: 2002/2003

Year: 2002/2003

by Marie Louise Fitzpatrick

A mother tells her son that when he was a baby they went to sea, but she is sure
he wouldn’t remember. Alongside her version of events another story unfolds in
pictures, as seen and remembered by the young boy, and to which the adults are
completely oblivious. Needless to say this story is a lot more exciting than the
mother’s account of the journey.
The adults fail to notice a sailor fall overboard,
a whale just outside the cabin window and a
daring, little, stowaway boy whose journey
is cleverly documented page after page, in a
wonderful palette of bright watercolours.
This story within a story from renowned
picture book creator Marie-Louise
Fitzpatrick is a beautifully illustrated
adventure for the very young.

by Kate Thompson

Jack the blacksmith’s boy is on the run. Having endured years of persecution by
Tom the blacksmith he has no choice. He is alone in the world with nowhere to
turn.
Finding a strange object floating on the rising tide of
the river Thames, he decides to keep it. In an effort
to find the value of the object Jack meets Barnstable,
an alchemist who only adds to his confusion by
his unpredictability. But following their meeting,
events take a dramatic turn and Jack’s fortunes
change beyond all expectation.
Yet the mystery surrounding the alchemist
remains. Has he really discovered the secret of
making gold?
In this page turner Jack’s extraordinary
adventures are perfectly placed alongside his
passage from a troubled childhood through
an extreme learning curve into adulthood,
as he struggles to understand what really
matters in the world.

The Beguilers

Izzy and Skunk

Year: 2001/2002

Year: 2000/2001

by Kate Thompson

by Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick

Rilka is typical of Kate Thompson’s characters. As in almost all her novels, this
character, closely connected to the mystery of her surroundings and hovering
between two worlds, is not content to stick with tradition but is determined to risk
everything to change the future forever.

This is another picture book gem for pre-schoolers and junior school classes from
Marie-Louise Fitzpatrick. Izzy is afraid of everything in the world: shadows in
the dark, spiders, falling down, even making friends! But her toy friend, Skunk,
isn’t scared at all and proclaims that life is
wonderful.

Rilka has been warned never to peep out at the
Beguilers, who drift through the streets each night
with their mournful cries. But every generation has
its Beguiler hunter, a person who is different to
those around them and considered insane by the
rest of the villagers.

But one day Skunk gets lost and Izzy must
search for him all by herself. She has to look
in all sorts of places that could present all
sorts of scares but she has no choice.

Frustrated by the tradition of her people she
risks total disappearance, never to be seen
again as she is now. But Rilka is brave and her
insatiable desire to explore the world of the
Beguilers is what leads to her changing her
life, and the lives of those around her,
forever.
The Beguilers is a mystical story that has
lots in common with traditional young
adult coming of age stories and is also
guaranteed to capture and hold the
interest of older readers from start to finish.

By the end of this beautifully
illustrated story, roles are reversed
with Izzy reassuring Skunk that life is
wonderful and that she will take care
of him.
Izzy and Skunk is a story of
reassurance which is ideal for
sharing with small children.

the
Eilis
Dillon
Award

The Eilis Dillon Award which goes
to the author of an outstanding first
children’s book was established in
the mid nineties following the death
of this esteemed Irish writer whose
books have been compared to those
of Graham Greene, Robert Louis
Stevenson, Dorothy L. Sayers,
Daphne du Maurier and
Émile Zola.

A Bit Lost

by Chris Haughton
Year: 2010/2011

A Bit Lost won both the Bisto Book of the Year Award and the Eilis Dillon Award
in 2010. It is already reviewed in this booklet under the Bisto Book of the Year
Awards.

The Third Pig Detective Agency

Anila’s Journey

Year: 2009/2010

Year: 2008/2009

by Bob Burke

Harry Pigg is Private Eye extraordinaire. Never mind the greats like Miss Marple,
Hercule Poirot or Sherlock Holmes, Harry Pigg has trotters, a curly tail and a
snout and is the only survivor from the Big Bad Wolf attacks. Apart from Red
Riding Hood, who admittedly was quite successful in
matching up to the Wolf family, Harry merits his status
as a local celebrity.
But business begins to dwindle and Harry’s piggy
bank is not as full as it used to be. No wonder then
that he is eager to make a very good impression
when a certain Mr. Aladdin turns up, looking for
help to find his missing lamp.
But this case is not as easy as it seems. Harry
has to contend with witches and orcs, not to
mention an overenthusiastic Jack Horner in
this madcap mystery.
The Third Pig Detective Agency is Bob
Burke’s first novel and there are two more
in the sequence to date.

by Mary Finn

Set in eighteenth-century India, Anila’s Journey by Mary Finn contains a wealth
of historical knowledge, exquisite descriptions of India including its nature, foods
and smells and the story realistically portrays the country of the day. When her
guardians leave for Madras, Anila Tandy decides to live on her own in a beautiful,
little, ironwork teahouse. She daringly applies for the advertised position of
draughtsman in the Calcutta Gazzette, a job that will entail recording avian life in
Bengal.
Unreal as it may seem, Anila is somewhat qualified for the position; she can draw
birds. It’s the late 18th century and being a 12 year old girl might cost her the job
but Anila is a gifted artist and Mr Walker takes her on.
Anila’s mother Annapurna has previously journeyed
along the Ganges in the opposite direction, when she
became the “wife” of an Irishman, Patrick Tandy,
who sadly deserted them after a return trip home to
Ireland. After her mother dies, Anila clings to the
hope that her father is still alive and her new job
coincidentally provides her with some missing
pieces to the puzzle of her past.
In the 1700s man’s world of menace and
mystery, Anila perseveres and triumphs as the
Bird Girl of Calcutta who never shrinks from
a challenge. On her journey up the Ganges
Anila also undertakes a journey of self
discovery, subtly and poetically portrayed
in the talented story telling of Mary Finn.

The Thing With Finn

A Swift Pure Cry

Year: 2007/008

Year: 2006/2007

by Tom Kelly

The Thing with Finn is a beautifully written story, dealing in a most unique and
touching way with sibling bereavement. For all the gravity of the subject, Danny’s
coming to terms with the death of his twin brother, offers plenty to smile about.
Young readers are presented with an opportunity to
look at death, events leading up to it and its aftermath
through the eyes of a ten-year-old boy.
In the early chapters of the book, Danny, who is
having great difficulty coping with the thought that
he is responsible for his brother’s death seems to be
a definite trouble-maker.
Only later in the story do we realise why he’s
stopped talking and why he’s compelled to put
a brick through Old Grundy’s window and
why, in an effort at self-discovery, he embarks
on a physical and emotional journey away
from home.
Short chapters written in a quirky style
and interspersed with lists, come with
plenty of footnotes, all of which are
presented in a style that engages the
reader’s attention from the very first page.

by Siobhan Dowd

Shell has a terrible time after the death of her mother. She is expected to assume
the role of mother, look after her younger brother and sister and pander to her
hypocritical father, who turns more and more to drink, after his wife’s death.
But then Father Rose arrives in the small Irish community where she lives and
Shell is transported beyond the misery that surrounds
her by their spiritual friendship.
Her childhood friendship with the charming local
boy Declan, ends in disaster when he leaves for
America and Shell is pregnant with his baby.
Shell becomes the centre of a scandal that not
only changes the close-knit community in which
she lives, but has repercussions for the whole
country.

Snakes’ Elbows

An Bhó Riabhach

Year: 2005/2006

Bliain: 2004/2005

by Deirdre Madden
Invisible dogs and magic fudge, bats, cats and beans on toast!
This is just a taste of what’s in store if you read Snakes’ Elbows by Deirdre Madden.
When a shy, gifted, pianist arrives in Woodford and goes head-to-head with a
rascally arms trader as both vie for a famous local painting, the result is a funny,
intriguing story where the adults (there are no children in
the story) are brilliantly portrayed as big kids.
Adult issues such as fame, arms dealing, vanity and the
media are presented with a simplicity that readers as
young as seven or eight can understand perfectly.

le Siobhán Ní Shíthigh
Tagann áthas ar bhaintreach a chónaíonn ina haonair i dteachín ag bun Chruach
Mhártain as chomhluadar agus as bainne a thugann bó riabhach di gach lá; tagann
an bhó gach maidin ag breacadh an lae agus drucht na maidine ar a hadharca.
Ach níl gaoithe fuaire an Mhárta i bhfad uaithi; tá cuma láidir ar an mbó le tamall
anuas, ach de réir a chéile lagaíonn sí agus faoi dheireadh, faigheann sí bás mar
gheall ar an aimsir chrua.
Úsáideann Siobhán Ní Shíthigh sean scéal
an bhó riabhaigh ón mbéaloideas mar
spreagadh dá scéal. In éindí le hobair
ealaíne Sheán Seosamh Mac an tSíthigh, is
é an toradh ná scéal uathúil i nGaeilge le
haghaidh páistí.

Amach

Gyrfalcon

Bliain: 2003/2004

Year: 2002/2003

le Alan Titley

Ba Amach an chéad leabhar Gaeilge a bhuaigh duais de chuid Bisto, duais Eilís
Dillon do leabhar páistí i 2004.
Úrscéal gearr a gcuireann léiriúcháin de chuid Aidan Harte go mór leis, seo scéal
faoi dhéagóir Éireannach tipiciúil sa chéad aois is fiche.
Ta an laoch cosúil le gach déagóir, gaifeach, tallanach,
taghdach, agus ag déanamh iarracht bheith ina “fhearr
crua”. Tá sé cneasta agus tuisceannach freisin, mar is
léir don léitheoir ón gcaoi chneasta a gcaitheann sé
leis an mbean déirce agus a páiste.
Ta éacht déanta ag Titley sa chumasc de scéal
atá dírithe ar dhéagóirí le gluais nach bhfuil ródhúshlánach fiú dóibh siúd nach bhfuil líofa sa
Ghaeilge.

by Grace Wells
Gyr’s life used to be simple: there was Mum, Dad and his little sister Poppy. But
now all that has changed and nothing makes sense anymore. Gyr is angry, lost and
betrayed mainly by his father’s absence when he goes abroad.
But a hero from another time and another world enters his life as effortlessly as
if he’d always known him, and Gyr is drawn into the
exciting and challenging world of Finn Mac Cumhaill
and the Fianna.
On the night of the summer solstice the Fianna must
stand before the Spirits of the Ancestors. Will Gyr be
allowed to be there too? And will he have found for
himself the answers to the Spirits’ questions: Who
are your people? What is your future? For what do
you stand?
Grace Wells has successfully managed to bring
Irish mythology to life in this action-packed
novel with very credible characters, in a world
that alternates between reality and fantasy.

Adam’s Starling

The Lost Orchard

Year: 2001/2002

Year: 2000/2001

by Gillian Perdue
Any child who has been picked on or bullied at school will identify with Adam,
the hero in this book. Adam, a shy but clever nine year old boy has a challenging
life for his age. Through the help of his unusual friend, a scruffy little starling, he
finds the courage to deal with the bullies in his school, Shane, PJ and Rory.
When all three contrive to trap Adam’s starling in the
classroom and cause it to fly into a closed window,
Adam has had enough and launches his attack on
them. He startles even himself when he finally finds
the strength to voice the words, “I’m not scared of
you anymore” to Rory Brennan.
This story is full of lively dialogue and interaction
between characters and will sustain its readers’
interest to the very last chapter.

by Patrick Deeley

Strange planes are seen flying over the village near Darkfield which according
to Paul Duggan’s sarcastic teacher, Mr McCrane is “the last place on earth to be
discovered.” Paul aged 11, lives on the borders of the beautiful and mysterious
wetlands, known as the Callows, which is being bought in huge tracts for the
purpose of turning it into an open-cast mine.
Only old, eccentric Magpie O’Brien opposes the
mining. He can see what the massive change to
his homeland will bring. Will it bring wealth and
happiness as dreamed about by his neighbours, or will
it bring ruin and even death?
Just as old eccentric Magpie must stand up to the
miners, Paul must also stand up to the school
bully Raymie Boland. He is lucky to have his
friends’ support to do this.
He must also do what’s right about this new
threat to his way of life.

